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AGENDA 

CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 
CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday August 14, 2018 
Regular Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers 
21000 Hacienda Blvd. 

California City, Ca 93505 

If you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk's office 
at (760) 373-7140. Notification of 72 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make 
reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 
American Disabilities Act Title II) 

NOTE: Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the City Council regarding any item on 
this agenda is available for public inspection in the City Clerk's office at City Hall located at 21000 
Hacienda Blvd, California City, Ca during normal business hours, except such documents that relate 
to closed session items or which are otherwise exempt from disclosure under applicable laws. These 
writings are also available for review in the public access binder in the Council Chambers at the time 
of the meeting 

LATE COMMUNICATIONS: Following the posting of the agenda any emails, writings or documents 
that the public would like to submit to the council must be received by the City Clerk no later than 
3pm the Monday prior to the meeting. Past that deadline citizens may bring these items directly to 
the meeting. Please bring 10 copies for distribution to council, staff and the public. 



August 14, 2018 

**At this time, please take a moment to turn off your cell phones** 

Councilmember Eugene Stump will be joining the meeting via conference call. Mr. Stump 
will be at the following location during the conference call: 

11 Pelham Court 
Karama, NT 
Australia, 0812 

CALL TO ORDER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / INVOCATION 

ROLL CALL 
Councilmembers McGuire, Parris, Stump, Mayor Pro T em Gomez, Mayor Wood 

ADOPT AGENDA 

CITY CLERK REPORTS / LATE COMMUNICATIONS 

PRESENTATIONS 
City Treasurer Keith Middleton - July Report of Investment 

STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS/ REPORTS 
Police Chief Hurtado - Department Update 
Fire Chief Goodell - Department Update 
Public Works Director Platt - Department Update 
Budget Analyst Foster - Department Update 
Parks Manager Daverin - Parks and Recreation Update 
City Manager Stockwell - City Updates 
AB 1234 - Council Updates 

CIVIC / COMMUNITY/ ORGANIZATIONS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR This portion of the meeting is reserved for 
persons desiring to address the City Council on any matter not on this agenda, and over 
which the City Council has jurisdiction. Please state your name for the record and limit your 
comments to three minutes. 

CONSENT CALENDAR All items on the consent calendar are considered routine and non
controversial and will be approved by one motion if no member of the Council, staff or public 
wishes to comment or ask questions. (Public comments to be limited to three minutes) Roll 
call vote required. 

CC 1. Approve City Check Registers dated through 08/9/18 
CC 2. MINUTES dated 02/27/18, 03/21/18, 05/08/18 

(Waive reading of subject minutes, approve as written, and order filed) 
2 



August 14, 2018 

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING 
CPH 1. Initial Study & Negative Declaration for Zone Change (ZC -190) General Plan 

Amendment (GPA-190) for Deborah Vaupen- Public Works Director Platt 

PUBLIC HEARING PROCEDURE 
A. Mayor read the item 
B. Mayor reopen the Public Hearing open 
C. Hear staff report 
D. Council questions only 
E. Ask city clerk to report on any communication(s) 
F. Mayor call for public testimony 
G. Close Public Hearing by motion 
H. Council discussion 
I. Council motion and vote 

Recommendation 
Council discuss, take public comments, and 

1) Adopt "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CALIFORNIA CITY APPROVING A NEGATIVE DECLARATION OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS" Resolution 08-18-2747 

2) Adopt "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CALIFORNIA CITY AMENDING THE GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION OF AN 
AREA FROM OPEN SPACE RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURAL (O/RA) TO 
REGIONAL COMMERCIAL ZONE (CS)" Resolution 08-18-2748 

3) Give First Reading, by Title Only, With Further Reading Waived, of "AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA 
CITY REZONING A 3.13 ACRE PARCEL LOCATED 2.5 MILES NORTH 
OF CALIFORNIA CITY BOULEVARD ON THE EAST SIDE OF STATE 
HIGHWAY 14 FROM OPEN SPACE RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURAL 
(O/RA) TO REGIONAL COMMERCIAL ZONE (CS)" Ordinance 18-763 

PUBLIC HEARING 
PH 1. Initial Study & Negative Declaration for Zone Change (ZC 18-02) General Plan 

Amendment (GPA 18-02) for Attil Farms C.E.O. Haitham Elsaad- Public Works 
Director Platt 

PUBLIC HEARING PROCEDURE 
A. Mayor read the item 
B. Mayor reopen the Public Hearing open 
C. Hear staff report 
D. Council questions only 
E. Ask city clerk to report on any communication(s) 
F. Mayor call for public testimony 

3 



August 14, 2018 

G. Close Public Hearing by motion 
H. Council discussion 
I. Council motion and vote 

Recommendation 
Council discuss, take public comments, and 

1) Adopt "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CALIFORNIA CITY APPROVING A NEGATIVE DECLARATION OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS" Resolution 08-18-2750 

2) Adopt "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
CALIFORNIA CITY AMENDING THE GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION OF 
AN AREA FROM OPEN SPACE RESIDENTIAL/AGRICULTURE (ORA) TO 
LIGHT INDUSTRIAL AND RESEARCH (M1) AND REGIONAL 
COMMERCIAL ZONE (CS)" Resolution 08-18-2749 

3) Give First Reading, by Title Only, With Further Reading Waived, of "AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA 
CITY REZONING A 19.14 ACRE PARCEL LOCATED ON CALIFORNIA 
CITY BOULEVARD 2.1 MILES EAST OF STATE HIGHWAY 14 FROM 
OPEN SPACE AGRICULTURE/RESIDENTIAL (ORA) TO LIGHT 
INDUSTRIAL AND RESEARCH ZONE (M1) & REGIONAL COMMERCIAL 
ZONE (C5)" Ordinance 18-764 

PH 2. Medical Cannabis Permit Awards - City Manager Stockwell 

PUBLIC HEARING PROCEDURE 
A. Mayor read the item 
B. Mayor reopen the Public Hearing open 
C. Hear staff report 
D. Council questions only 
E. Ask city clerk to report on any communication(s) 
F. Mayor call for public testimony 
G. Close Public Hearing by motion 
H. Council discussion 
I. Council motion and vote 

Recommendation 
Council discuss, take public comments, and award Medical Cannabis permits 

PH 3. Proposed Ordinance: Amendment to Article 29 Title 9 Zoning - City Manager 
Stockwell 

PUBLIC HEARING PROCEDURE 
A. Mayor read the item 
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August 14, 2018 

B. Mayor reopen the Public Hearing open 
C. Hear staff report 
D. Council questions only 
E. Ask city clerk to report on any communication(s) 
F. Mayor call for public testimony 
G. Close Public Hearing by motion 
H. Council discussion 
I. Council motion and vote 

Recommendation 
Council discuss, take public comments, and give first reading, by title only, with 
further reading waived of "AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF CALIFORNIA CITY AMENDING ARTICLE 29 TITLE 9 CANNABIS 
BUSINESSES AND DISPENSARIES" 

CONTINUED BUSINESS 
CB 1. Cancel Hiring Freeze - City Manager Stockwell 

Recommendation 
Council discuss and cancel the City Council adopted hiring freeze 

CB 2. Public Works Staffing - Public Works Director Platt 

Recommendation 
Council discuss and approve the hiring of two fulltime temporary General Service 
Workers, to service Tierra del Sol and the Par 3 Golf Courses, for up to 6 months, in 
the amount of $35,364 

CB 3. Amendments to Cannabis Business Ordinances - City Manager Stockwell 

Recommendation 
Council discuss and give first reading, by title only, with further waived of "AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 
REPEALING AND REENACTING TITLE 5, CHAPTER 6, ENTITLED "MEDICAL 
CANNABIS RELATED BUSINESSES AND ACTIVITY" 

CB 4. Police Dept: Hiring Part-Time Annuitants to Fulfill Department Needs - Police Chief 
Hurtado 

Recommendation 
Council discuss and approve the hiring of part-time extra help positions in specialized 
areas 

5 



August14,2018 

CB 5. Tierra del Sol: Gold Cart Lease - City Manager Stockwell 

Recommendation 
Council discuss and authorize the City Manager to execute all necessary documents 
to affect the assumption of the golf course lease subject to review and approval of the 
form and legality of the transaction. 

COUNCIL AGENDA 
This portion of the meeting is reserved for council members to present information, 
announcements, and items that have come to their attention. The Brown Act precludes 
Council, staff or public discussion. Short staff responses are appropriate. The Council will 
take no formal action. A Council member may request the City Clerk to calendar an item for 
consideration at a future meeting or refer an item to staff. 

Councilmember Parris 
Councilmember Stump 
Councilmember McGuire 
Mayor Pro Tern Gomez 
Mayor Wood 

ADJOURNMENT 

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING: This agenda was posted on all official City bulletin boards, the City's website and 
agenda packets were completely accessible to the public at City Hall at least 72 hours prior to the Council 
Meeting. 

1Jenise J-fi{uker, City C{erk 
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California City, California 93505 
TREASURER'S MONTHLY REPORT OF INVESTMENT 

July 2018 
The general investment portto110 consists ot tunds tor operations, capital improvement proJects (CPI), water 

rate stabilization, administration replacements and reserves. 

General Investment Accounts 
Balance on Net Balance on Percent 

6/30/2018 Transactions 7/31/2018 of Total 

Local Agency Investment Fund (122) $ 9,294,983 $ (963,664) $ 8,331,319 63.71% 
Kem County Investment Fund (20202) $ 4,118,126 $ 9,955 $ 4,128,082 31.57% 

Sub-Total Investment Accounts $ 13,413,109 $ (953,709) $ 12,459,400 

General Operating Accounts 6/30/2018 Net Transactions 7/31/2018 

Bank of the Sierra -- General Checking $ 2,046,691 $ (1,430,036) $ 616,655 4.72% 
Petty Cash - Total All Departments $ 450 $ - $ 450 0.00% 
Imprest (cash drawers) - Total All Departments $ 1,025 $ - $ 1,025 0.01% 

Sub-Total Operating Accounts $ 2,048,166 $ (1,430,036) $ 618,130 

Total City Operating Funds $ 15,461,276 $ (2,383,745) $ 13,077,531 100.00% 

Restricted Housing Corporation Accounts 

Checking & CD Accounts 6/30/2018 Net Transactions 7/31/2018 

Housing Corp. -- Bank of the Sierra, Checking $ 594,859 $ 479 $ 595,338 72.12% 
Housing Corp. -- Bank of the Sierra, CD 0350 $ 71,508 $ 43 $ 71,551 8.67% 
Housing Corp. -- Bank of the Sierra, CD 7653 $ 30,736 $ 1 $ 30,737 3.72% 
Housing Corp. -- Bank of the Sierra, CD 7654 $ 20,870 $ 1 $ 20,871 2.53% 
Housing Corp. -- Bank of the Sierra, CD 7655 $ 45,229 $ 2 $ 45,231 5.48% 
Housing Corp. -- Bank of the Sierra, CD 9374 $ 61,696 $ 7 $ 61,703 7.48% 

Total Housing Corporation Funds $ 824,898 $ 533 $ 825,431 100.00% 

Restricted Successor Agency Accounts 

Checking Account 6/30/2018 Net Transactions 7/31/2018 

Successor Agency -- Bank of the Sierra, Checking $ 1,900,565 $ (27,127) $ 1,873,438 100.00% 

Total Successor Agency Funds $ 1,900,565 $ (27,127) $ 1,873,438 100.00% 

Restricted SDI Agency Accounts 

Checking & CD Accounts 6/30/2018 Net Transactions 7/31/2018 

(SDI) -- Bank of the Sierra, Checking $ 10,975 $ - $ 10,975 0.01% 
(SDI) CD with Bank of the Sierra $ 815,205 $ 1,088 $ 816,293 0.95% 

Sub-Total SDI Checking & CD Accounts $ 10,975 $ 1,088 $ 827,268 

Investment Account (Updated Monthly) 6/30/2018 Net Transactions 7/31/2018 

(SDI) US Bank Investments $ 85,235,892 $ (38,656) $ 85,197,236 99.04% 

Sub-Total US Bank Investment Account $ 85,235,892 $ (38,656) $ 85,197,236 

Total SDI Agency Funds $ 85,246,867 $ 777,637 $ 86,024,504 100.00% 

Presentation 
1 of 2 



California City, California 93505 
TREASURER'S MONTHLY REPORT OF INVESTMENT 

July 2018 

INVESTMENT POLICY 

The Treasurer shall invest the City's monies as permitted in the Citie's approved investment policy. The 
Treasurer shall consider current and projected cash needs in making such investments. 

* Contact City Treasurer for US Bank investment breakdown. 

Market Value Summary - CUSTODIAN ACCOUNT 6/30/2018 7/31/2018 
Beginning Market Value 84,337,975 84,373,779 
Ending Market Value 84,373,779 84,335,124 
Investment Results 35,804 (38,656) 

Market Value Summary - REDEVELOPEMENT AGENCY PROJ AREA TAX 6/30/2018 7/31/2018 
Beginning Market Value 16 16 

Ending Market Value 16 16 
Investment Results 

Market Value Summary - SUCCESSOR AGENCY Proj Area TAX INTEREST 6/30/2018 7/31/2018 
Beginning Market Value 7 7 

Ending Market Value 7 7 
Investment Results 

Market Value Summary - SUCCESSOR AGENCY Proj Area TAX PRINCIPAL 6/30/2018 7/31/2018 
Beginning Market Value 7 7 

Ending Market Value 7 7 
Investment Results 

Market Value Summary - SUCCESSOR AGENCY Proj Area TAX RESERVE 6/30/2018 7/31/2018 
Beginning Market Value 862,082 862,082 

Ending Market Value 862,082 862,082 
Investment Results 

Total "US Bank" Investment Assets 85,235,892 85,197,236 

2 of 2 



California City Check Register• City Council Meeting Page: 1 
Check Issue Dates: 8/2/2018 • 8/9/2018 Aug 09, 2018 02:04PM 

Report Criteria: 
Report type: Invoice detail 
Check.Check Number={>=} 103277 
Vendor.Vendor Number={<>} 1039 
Bank.Bank Number= 1 

GL Check Check Description Invoice Invoice Check 
Period Issue Date Number Payee Number Amount Amount 

08/18 08/02/2018 103277 SoCalGas Scout Island Gas Service 047 144 4368 8 071 14.79 14.79 
08/18 08/02/2018 103277 SoCalGas TDS Gas Service 1015140142 8 071 36.23 36.23 
08/18 08/02/2018 103277 SoCalGas Gas Service 173 738 16911 071 327.90 327.90 
08/18 08/02/2018 103277 SoCalGas 10460 Heather Gas Service 187 876 2570 8 071 20.35 20.35 

Total 103277: 399.27 

08/18 08/02/2018 103278 Verizon City Camera Data/Transmi 9811081406 152.22 152.22 

Total 103278: 152.22 

08/18 08/02/2018 103279 Beth Boone Caselle User Group Meeting TRAVEL080818 672.47 672.47 

Total 103279: 672.47 

08/09/2018 103280 Craig, Jacqueline Reserve Office Annual Trai PERDIEM 081818 250.00 250.00 

Total 103280: 250.00 

08/09/2018 103281 Evelyn Cheers Training Class/Sp Election SP 073118-8 130.00 130.00 

Total 103281: 130.00 

08/09/2018 103282 Tamara Cowart Training Class/Sp Election SP 073118·4 120.00 120.00 

Total 103282: 120.00 

a.08/18 08/09/2018 103283 Lurline Cropper Deposit Refund 130942 50.00 50.00 

Total 103283: 50.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103284 Danita Duby Training Class/Sp Election SP 073118-7 120.00 120.00 

Total 103284: 120.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103285 Jacqueline Hunter Training Class/Sp Election SP 073118-10 120.00 120.00 

Total 103285: 120.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103286 Catherine Johnson Training Class/Sp Election SP 073118-2 120.00 120.00 

Total 103286: 120.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103287 Lana McGinnis Training Class/Sp Election SP 073118-3 120.00 120.00 

Total 103287: 120.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103288 Sandra McGinnis Training Class/Sp Election SP 073118-5 120.00 120.00 

Total 103288: 120.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103289 Christine Roper Training Class/Sp Election SP 073118·1 160.00 160.00 

cc 1. 



California City Check Register - City Council Meeting Page: 2 

Check Issue Dates: 8/2/2018 - 8/9/2018 Aug 09, 2018 02:04PM 

GL Check Check Description Invoice Invoice Check 
Period Issue Date Number Payee Number Amount Amount 

Total 103289: 160.00 

8/18 08/09/2018 103290 Orlanzer Scott Training Class/Sp Election SP073118-9 120.00 120.00 

Total 103290: 120.00 

8/18 08/09/2018 103291 Ethel Wingfield Training Class/Sp Election SP073118-6 120.00 120.00 

Total 103291: 120.00 

t 08/18 08/09/2018 103292 Frontier TDS Phone & Internet Servi 041499-5 071018 147.52 147.52 

8/18 08/09/2018 103292 Frontier Telephone Service from Ve 081503-5 071918 2,812.30 2,812.30 

8/18 08/09/2018 103292 Frontier Golf Course Land Lines 120575-5 071318 118.85 118.85 

Total 103292: 3,078.67 

8/18 08/09/2018 103293 Grabill, Justin Reserve Office Annual Trai PERDIEM 081818 250.00 250.00 

Total 103293: 250.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103294 Lopez, Ronny Reserve Office Annual Trai PERDIEM 081818 250.00 250.00 

Total 103294: 250.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103295 Schultheiss, Ryun Reserve Office Annual Trai PERDIEM 081818 250.00 250.00 

Total 103295: 250.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103296 USA Bluebook Padlocks• Water Dept 474163 421.45 421.45 

Total 103296: 421.45 

08/18 08/09/2018 103297 Verizon Engine Air Card 9811081407 76.02 76.02 

Total 103297: 76.02 

08/18 08/09/2018 103298 Alexander's Contract Services Meter Readers 201808010081 5,413.84 5,413.84 

Total 103298: 5,413.84 

08/18 08/09/2018 103299 All Weather Inc AWOS Maintenance 1st Qtr 65160 2,050.00 2,050.00 

Total 103299: 2,050.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103300 Amber Chemical, Inc. Hypochlorite Solution 0351027-IN 309.95 309.95 

Total 103300: 309.95 

08/18 08/09/2018 103301 AmeriPride Uniform Maintenance 2100700058 172.24 172.24 

Total 103301: 172.24 

08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B308432 20.00 20.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B308536 20.00 20.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B308638 20.00 20.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B308664 20.00 20.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B308665 52.00 52.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B308666 20.00 20.00 



California City Check Register - City Council Meeting Page: 3 
Check Issue Dates: 8/2/2018 - 8/9/2018 Aug 09, 2018 02:04PM 

GL Check Check Description Invoice Invoice Check 
Period Issue Date Number Payee Number Amount Amount 

08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B309070 20.00 20.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B309071 20.00 20.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B309312 20.00 20.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B309313 20.00 20.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B309314 78.00 78.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B309864 20.00 20.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B309893 20.00 20.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B310236 20.00 20.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing 8310288 245.00 245.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B310373 20.00 20.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B310374 20.00 20.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing 8310375 78.00 78.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B310519 13.00 13.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103302 BC Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B310570 20.00 20.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B310571 20.00 20.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B310583 1,260.00 1,260.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B310774 20.00 20.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103302 BC Laboratories, Inc Water Testing 8310795 20.00 20.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B310796 20.00 20.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B310797 78.00 78.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing 8311173 260.00 260.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B311183 20.00 20.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103302 B C Laboratories, Inc Water Testing B311251 150.00 150.00 

Total 103302: 2,614.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103303 Big Johns Flue Cleaning TDS Kitchen Flue Cleaning 0402 250.00 250.00 

Total 103303: 250.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103304 Borton Petrini LLP Aries. R Case CC 038 661310 624.75 624.75 

Total 103304: 624.75 

08/18 08/09/2018 103305 California Park & Recreation Membership Renewal 001832 071718 480.00 480.00 

Total 103305: 480.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103306 City Hardware, Inc PW Hardware Supplies 100402073118 143.46 143.46 
08/18 08/09/2018 103306 City Hardware, Inc PW Hardware Supplies 100406 073118 424.88 424.88 

08/18 08/09/2018 103306 City Hardware, Inc PW Hardware Supplies 100409 073118 1,424.51 1,424.51 

08/18 08/09/2018 103306 City Hardware, Inc PW Hardware Supplies 100410073118 907.12 907.12 

08/18 08/09/2018 103306 City Hardware, Inc PW Hardware Supplies 100411073118 68.56 68.56 

Total 103306: 2,968.53 

08/18 08/09/2018 103307 Coast Biomedical Equip. LLC Maint.& Calibration LifePak 15091 189.00 189.00 

Total 103307: 189.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103308 Creative Bus Sales, Inc DAR Bus Repairs Unit 123 1332098 363.68 363.68 

Total 103308: 363.68 

08/18 08/09/2018 103309 DigiTech Inc. TDS Security System 8854 772.60 772.60 

Total 103309: 772.60 

08/18 08/09/2018 103310 Fed Ex Priority Mailings 6-250-02627 113.87 113.87 



California City Check Register• City Council Meeting Page: 4 
Check Issue Dates: 8/2/2018 • 8/9/2018 Aug 09, 2018 02:04PM 

GL Check Check Description Invoice Invoice Check 
Period Issue Date Number Payee Number Amount Amount 

08/18 08/09/2018 103310 Fed Ex Priority Mailings 6-257-45008 117.25 117.25 

Total 103310: 231.12 

08/18 08/09/2018 103311 Ferguson Waterworks Inventory 0643433 126.58 126.58 
08/18 08/09/2018 103311 Ferguson Waterworks Inventory 0643444 561.38 561.38 
08/18 08/09/2018 103311 Ferguson Waterworks Inventory 0643475 1,515.42 1,515.42 

Total 103311: 2,203.38 

08/18 08/09/2018 103312 Greenshine Walking/Bike Path Eval Lig GS180719CC 3,219.18 3,219.18 

Total 103312: 3,219.18 

08/18 08/09/2018 103313 Gsolutionz Inc Monthly Support 180500 788.00 788.00 

Total 103313: 788.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103314 Helt Engineering, Inc Rands Mojave Rehab 1540 18-318 7,960.00 7,960.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103314 Helt Engineering, Inc Balsitis Park ADA Restroo 18-319 4,280.00 4,280.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103314 Helt Engineering, Inc Systemic Safety Analysis Rp 18-320 6,295.00 6,295.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103314 Helt Engineering, Inc Plan Check SDR 18-09 184 18-325 1,000.00 1,000.00 

Total 103314: 19,535.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103315 Home Depot Credit Services TDS ProShop Locks 5011598 961.50 961.50 

Total 103315: 961.50 

08/18 08/09/2018 103316 IAPMO Annual Membership J Barra 92019 070218 200.00 200.00 

Total 103316: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103317 Kieffe & Sons Ford Unit 473 Parts 28804 207.46 207.46 

Total 103317: 207.46 

08/18 08/09/2018 103318 KJI Plumbing City Hall Restroom Repairs KJl18-32966 475.00 475.00 

Total 103318: 475.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103319 Mediwaste Disposal Medical Waste Removal 0000055823 68.00 68.00 

Total 103319: 68.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103320 Middleton, Keith Mileage Reimb to Bank oft MILEAGE JUL2018 27.90 27.90 

Total 103320: 27.90 

08/18 08/09/2018 103321 Mojave Desert News Sample Ballot 51145 346.80 346.80 

Total 103321: 346.80 

08/18 08/09/2018 103322 Mojave Public Utility Dis Wonder Acres June 2018 006090-000 073118 2,164.95 2,164.95 

Total 103322: 2,164.95 

08/18 08/09/2018 103323 Nagle Earthworks Balsitis Park Improvement 2418 116,756.03 116,756.03 



California City Check Register • City Council Meeting Page: 5 
Check Issue Dates: 8/2/2018 · 8/9/2018 Aug 09, 2018 02:04PM 

GL Check Check Description Invoice Invoice Check 
Period Issue Date Number Payee Number Amount Amount 

Total 103323: 116,756.03 

08/18 08/09/2018 103324 NASCLA Membership Dues Joe Barr 300000638 125.00 125.00 

Total 103324: 125.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103325 National Meter & Automation Meter Replacement project Sll01959.001 239,918.25 239,918.25 
08/18 08/09/2018 103325 National Meter & Automation Meter Replacement Project SllOl 959.003 27,241.50 27,241.50 

Total 103325: 267,159.75 

08/18 08/09/2018 103326 Parker Construction Debris Removal 7325 CCB 201823 6,000.00 6,000.00 
08/18 08/09/2018 103326 Parker Construction Secure 194 and 180 Campfi 201827 900.00 900.00 

Total 103326: 6,900.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103327 Praxair Distribution Inc Air Cylinder Rentals 84149276 120.95 120.95 

Total 103327: 120.95 

08/18 08/09/2018 103328 Quinn Company Generator Maintenance NB06447 2,293.74 2,293.74 

Total 103328: 2,293.74 

08/18 08/09/2018 103329 Robertson's Materials for Water Dept 276345 435.49 435.49 

Total 103329: 435.49 

08/18 08/09/2018 103330 Ryan Herco Products Misc Parts/Maint Supplies 9010366 189.77 189.77 

Total 103330: 189.77 

08/18 08/09/2018 103331 SA-SO Street Sign Supplies S18-1187 1,494.06 1,494.06 

Total 103331: 1,494.06 

08/18 08/09/2018 103332 Staples Advantage City Clerk Office Supplies 1620504129 95.44 95.44 

Total 103332: 95.44 

08/18 08/09/2018 103333 Stroh MD, John Jay Malpractice Insurance INSURANCE 2018/2 4,528.00 4,528.00 

Total 103333: 4,528.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103334 Tyack's Tires, Inc Unit 223 Replacement Tire 184724 1,503.34 1,503.34 

Total 103334: 1,503.34 

08/18 08/09/2018 103335 Waste Management Balsitis Hand Wash Station 0004823-4808-3 126.46 126.46 

Total 103335: 126.46 

08/18 08/09/2018 103336 Wells Fargo Financial Leasing Copier Overages 5005054402 369.36 369.36 

Total 103336: 369.36 

08/18 08/09/2018 103337 Zters Port-A-Potty Service 302660 211.81 211.81 



California City Check Register - City Council Meeting Page: 6 
Check Issue Dates: 8/2/2018 - 8/9/2018 Aug 09, 2018 02:04PM 

GL Check Check Description Invoice Invoice Check 
Period Issue Date Number Payee Number Amount Amount 

Total 103337: 211.81 

08/18 08/09/2018 103338 Afota Invest lnc/Yaniv Overpayment 101294.02 52.99 52.99 

Total 103338: 52.99 

08/18 08/09/2018 103339 Ana Medina Overpayment 104841.08 60.64 60.64 

Total 103339: 60.64 

08/18 08/09/2018 103340 Casey Nunez Overpayment 104878.13-2 52.99 52.99 

Total 103340: 52.99 

08/18 08/09/2018 103341 Jose Contraras & Sam Danford Overpayment 104335.11 45.74 45.74 

Total 103341: 45.74 

08/18 08/09/2018 103342 Cynthia Fleury Overpayment 106045.08 15.44 15.44 

Total 103342: 15.44 

08/18 08/09/2018 103343 Cyndy Franz Deposit Refund 104094.05 40.24 40.24 

Total 103343: 40.24 

08/18 08/09/2018 103344 Yuhua Hee Deposit Refund 106044.09 40.24 40.24 

Total 103344: 40.24 

08/18 08/09/2018 103345 Charles Tyler & Nadine Johnso Deposit Refund 103085.03 16.80 16.80 

Total 103345: 16.80 

08/18 08/09/2018 103346 Anthony Layton Pre-Employment Live Scan 080218 57.00 57.00 

Total 103346: 57.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103347 Jordan Moser Pre-Employment Live Scan 072618 57.00 57.00 

Total 103347: 57.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103348 Catherine Salvador Overpayment 103914.12 36.28 36.28 

Total 103348: 36.28 

08/18 08/09/2018 103349 Cato, Marion Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103349: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103350 Escamilla, Ray Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103350: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103351 Fielding, Gregory Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103351: 200.00 



California City Check Register - City Council Meeting Page: 7 
Check Issue Dates: 8/2/2018 - 8/9/2018 Aug 09, 2018 02:04PM 

GL Check Check Description Invoice Invoice Check 
Period Issue Date Number Payee Number Amount Amount 

08/18 08/09/2018 103352 Fuller, Joshua Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103352: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103353 Galan, Pete Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103353: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103354 Galaviz, Gilberto Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103354: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103355 Garcia, Mike Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103355: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103356 Gonzalez, Jesus Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103356: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103357 Guillen, Francisco Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103357: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103358 Hanson, James M Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103358: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103359 King, Robert Bppt Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103359: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103360 LaRue, Craig Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103360: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103361 Layton, Toby Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103361: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103362 Loughary, Victor Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103362: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103363 Maxwell, Andrew Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103363: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103364 Meza, Amador B Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103364: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103365 Meza, Amador H Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103365: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103366 Munoz, Ruben Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 
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Check Issue Dates: 8/2/2018 - 8/9/2018 Aug 09, 2018 02:04PM 

GL Check Check Description Invoice Invoice Check 

Period Issue Date Number Payee Number Amount -Amount 

Total 103366: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103367 Rodriguez, Marcos Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103367: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103368 Ruiz, Francisco Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103368: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103369 Sample, Spencer Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103369: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103370 Sides, Cody Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103370: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103371 Terry, Chris Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103371: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103372 Toledo, David Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103372: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103373 Urbina, Luis Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103373: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103374 Van Dang, Art Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103374: 200.00 

08/18 08/09/2018 103375 Vazquez, Richard Boot Allowance BOOT 18/19 200.00 200.00 

Total 103375: 200.00 

Grand Totals: 461,921.54 

I HEREBY CERTIFY AS TO THE ACCURACY OF THE DEMANDS AND AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS: 



Utility Posting Billing Date 7/13/2018 
Account Name Row Labels Sum of Amount 
Housing Corporation 102826.01 1,207.75 
Housing Corporation 102827.02 1,101.31 
Housing Corporation 103207.01 2,392.21 
Housing Corporation 103211.01 804.14 
City Of Calif City/Borax Bill Pk Bathrms 106793.01 282.43 
City Of Calif City/TDS (A)(P&R) 106796.01 27,268.10 
City Of Calif City/TDS (B)(P&R) 106797.01 11,717.09 
City Of Calif City/TDS C (P&R) 106798.01 35,624.24 
City Of Calif City/TDS (D)(P&R) 106799.01 8,833.43 
City Of Calif City/TDS Pro Shop (E)(P&R) 106800.01 171.05 
City Of Calif City/TDS Golf Course (F) 106801.01 21,463.49 
City Of Calif City/TDS Ma int. (L)(P&R) 106802.01 241.63 
City Of Calif City/Par -3 Golf Cou(P&R} 106804.01 1,112.80 
City Of Calif City/Par-3 lrrig.(P&R) 106805.01 926.82 

City Of Calif City/Par-3 (l)(P&R) 106806.01 21,766.10 
City Of Calif City/Par-3 (J)(P&R) 106807.01 88.50 

City Of Calif City/Par-3(P&R) 106808.01 2,472.97 

City Of Calif City/City Hall-Lawn (A} 106809.01 282.43 

City Of Calif City/Lawn (B) 106810.01 1,087.95 

City Of Calif City/City Hall (C) 106811.01 293.67 

City OF Calif City/Police Station 106812.01 1,126.8S 

City OF Calif City/Fire Station 106813.01 333.01 

City Of Calif City/Airport Terminal (A 106814.01 390.06 

City Of Calif City/Airport (B) 10681S.01 88.50 

City Of Calif City/Airport- RV Park 106816.01 110.98 

City Of Calif City/Airport/Hose Bib (C 106817.01 52.99 

City Of Calif City Old Museum/Par3(P&R) 106818.01 88.50 

City Of Calif City/ Police Dept (AC) 106819.01 899.46 

City Of Calif City/Sewer Plant 106820.01 2,408.43 

City OF Calif City/City Yard 106821.01 282.43 

Borax Bill Park-Showers-P.D. 106822.01 282.43 

City Of Calif City/Cen Prk Restro(P&R) 106823.01 290.86 

City Of Calif City/Marina-Strata(P&R} 106824.01 1,086.78 

City Of Calif City/Comm Center(P&R) 106825.01 282.43 

City Of Calif City/Cen Pk Lake(P&R) 106826.01 2,472.97 

City Of Calif City/Senior Cent (P&R) 106827.01 670.56 

City Of Calif City/Balsitis Park(P&R) 106828.01 88.50 

City Of Calif City/Balsitis Pk Short(P&R 106829.01 3,813.86 

City OF Calif City/Balsitis Pk Restr(P&R 106830.01 52.99 

City Of Calif City/Balsitis Park E(P&R} 106831.01 357.91 

City Of Calif City/Aspen Mall 106832.01 412.09 

City Of Calif City/Median (A} 106838.01 52.99 

City Of Calif City/Median Center (B} 106839.01 88.50 

City OF Calif City/Median Rome Beauty/ 106842.01 52.99 

City Of Calif City/Lakeshore/Randsgurg 106843.01 88.50 

City Of Calif City/Median CCB 106844.01 88.50 

City Of Calif City/ Median CCB-90th 106845.01 88.50 

City Of Calif City/Irrigation 106847.01 88.50 

City Of Calif City/Sport (A)(P&R} 106848.01 65.53 

City Of Calif City/Entra Sport (A)(P&R} 106849.01 88.50 

City Of California City/Pocket Park(P&R) 106861.01 52.99 

City of Calif City/OHV-Dump Station 106863.01 61.42 

City of Calif City/Lake fill 106872.01 42,693.46 

City of Caif City/Balsitis -Snack-Rest 106873.01 52.99 

City of Calif City/ Chambers lrrigatio 106931.01 298.42 

Grand Total 198,592.49 





CALL TO ORDER 

CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 
CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, February 27, 2018 
Council Chambers, 21000 Hacienda Blvd. 

MINUTES 

Mayor Wood called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. The City Clerk called the roll: 

PRESENT: McGuire, Parris, Mayor Pro Tern Gomez, Mayor Wood 
ABSENT: None 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
Motion by Councilmember McGuire, second by Mayor Pro Tern Gomez, to adopt the agenda. 
Motion carried. 5-0 

CLOSED SESSION 
CS 1. Pursuant to Cal. Gov't Code §54956.9(d)(1): Existing Litigation; City of California_ 

City v. Bob Dacey Golf.. Kern County Superior Court No. BCV-17-100250. 
CS 2. Pursuant to Cal. Gov't Code §54957; Public Employment: City Manager Evaluation 

REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION 

6:00 P.M. CITY COUNCIL 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Wood called the meeting to order at 6:04 pm. Following the Pledge of Allegiance 
Deputy Clerk called the roll: 

PRESENT: McGuire, Parris, Mayor Pro Tern Gomez, Mayor Wood 
ABSENT: None 

CITY CLERK REPORTS / LATE COMMUNICATIONS 
J.M. Powers, dated February 19, 2018- RE: More than $14 Million in Erroneous Estimates at 
the 7th Month Point of Budget Year. 
J.M. Powers, dated February 19, 2018 - RE: Desert Jade Housing and the Legends Housing 
are NOT Charged the Parcel Tax. 

PRESENTATIONS 
City Treasurer Keith Middleton - January 2018 Report of Investment 

Staff provided their department updates. 

Civic, Community and Organization announcements were made. 

Public Comment was taken. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

CC 1. Approve City check Registers dated through 02/22/18 
CC 2. READING OF ORDINANCES cc 2. 



Waive reading in full of all ordinances under consideration, second reading, by title only and 
adopt; 

"AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 
AMENDING SECTION 9-2.2406 (FLOOD HAZARD), OF ARTICLE 24 (OVERLAY 
ZONES), IN CHAPTER 2 (ZONING) IN TITLE 9 (LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT) 
OF THE CALIFORNIA CITY MUNICIPAL CODE AS IT RELATES TO FLOOD 
HAZARD" 

CC 3. Approve waiver of C.C.M.C. Title 7, Chapter 5, Section 102 k: Request for midnight 
closure on March 24, 2018, by California City Correctional Facility 

CC 4. Approve waiver of C.C.M.C. Title 7, Chapter 5, Section 102 k: Request for midnight 
closures for June 30th - July 81h, 2018, by California City Little League 

CC 5. Review and approve Budget Calendar for the Fiscal Year 2018/19 
CC 6. Approve Quarterly Payment to Robert Dacey for Tierra del Sol Golf Course 

Motion by Councilmember Stump, second by McGuire, to approve the consent calendar items 
as presented. Roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: McGuire, Parris, Stump, Gomez, Wood 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

NEW BUSINESS 
NB 1. Fourth of July 2018 - Annual Aerial Firework Show 

Park & Recreation Manager Daverin provided the staff report. 

Motion by Councilmember McGuire, second by Stump, to approve the Pyro Spectaculars 
proposal in the amount of $11,000 and approve the first payment in the amount of $5,500 and 
authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement. only upon Special Tax approval. Roll 
call vote as follows: 

A YES: Parris, McGuire, Stump, Gomez, Wood 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT:. None 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilmember McGuire, second by Councilmember Stump to adjourn the meeting 
at 7:50pm. Motion Carried. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Denise Hilliker, City Clerk 

APPROVED BY CITY COUNCIL ON -----------



SPECIAL MEETING 
CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 

CITY COUNCIL 
Wednesday, March 21, 2018 

Council Chambers, 21000 Hacienda Blvd. 
MINUTES 

5:00 pm 
MEETING CANCELLED DUE TO LACK OF QUOROM 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Denise Hilliker, City Clerk 

APPROVED BY CITY COUNCIL ON ----------



CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 
CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, May 8, 2018 
Council Chambers, 21000 Hacienda Blvd. 

MINUTES 

5:30PM CLOSED SESSION 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Wood called the closed session meeting to order at 5:30 pm. The City Clerk called the 
roll: 

PRESENT: McGuire, Stump, Mayor Pro Tern Gomez, Mayor Wood 
ABSENT: Parris 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
Motion by Stump, second by McGuire to adopt the agenda. Motion carried. 

CLOSED SESSION 
CS 1. Pursuant to Cal. Gov't Code §54956.9(d)(1): Existing Litigation; City of California_ 
City v. Bob Dacey Golt Kern County Superior Court No. BCV-17-100250 

CLOSED SESSION ACTION 
City Attorney Bettenhausen reported that the item was discussed, and staff was given 
direction. 

6:00PM COUNCIL & SUCCESSOR AGENCY 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Wood called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm. City Clerk called the roll: 

PRESENT: McGuire, Stump, Mayor Pro Tern Gomez, Mayor Wood 
ABSENT: Parris 

Civic/Community/Organization announcements were made. 

Public Comment received. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
CC 1. Approve City Check Registers dated through 05/03/18 
CC 2. Adopt "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE FINANCE ACCOUNTANT TO EXECUTE THE 
FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION ACT (FTA) SECTION 5311 OPERA TING EXPENSE 
ASSISTANCE GRANT AND TITLE VI ASSURANCE AND URBAN MASS 
TRANSPORTATION CIVIL RIGHTS ASSURANCE" 

CC 3. Adopt "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA 
CITY DECLARING THE RESULTS OF THE SPECIAL ELECTION HELD ON APRIL 
10,2018" 

CC 4. Notice of Completion: Acceptance of the Pool House Building Project 
CC 5. Consumer Confidence Report - Water Quality Report 
CC 6. Adopt "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA 

CITY, CALIFORNIA INITIATING PROCEEDINGS FOR THE LEVY AND 
COLLECTION OF ASSESSMENTS FOR ASPEN MALL LANDSCAPING AND 



LIGHTING DISTRICT, FISCAL YEAR 2018/2019, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS 
OF PART 2 OF DIVISION 15 OF THE CALIFORNIA STREETS AND HIGHWAYS 
CODE" 

CC 7. Adopt "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA 
CITY, CALIFORNIA FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF THE ENGINEER'S REPORT 
REGARDING THE PROPOSED LEVY AND COLLECTION OF ASSESSMENTS FOR 
THE ASPEN MALL LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING DISTRICT, FISCAL YEAR 
2018/2019" 

CC 8. Adopt "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA 
CITY, CALIFORNIA DECLARING ITS INTENTION TO LEVY AND COLLECT 
ASSESSMENTS FOR THE ASPEN MALL LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING 
DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018/2019" 

Motion by Stump, second by McGuire to approve Consent Items as presented. Roll call vote 
as follows: 

AYES: McGuire, Stump, Mayor Pro Tern Gomez, Mayor Wood 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: Parris 

PUBLIC HEARING / CITY COUNCIL 
PH 1. Water Standby Charges Annual Assessments FY 2018/19 - Public Works Director Platt 

Mayor Wood read the item and declared the Public Hearing open at 7:03pm. 

Public Works Director Platt provided the staff report. 
Council questions 
City Clerk reported that no communications were received. 
Public comments 
Motion by Councilmember McGuire, second by Councilmember Stump, to close the Public 
Hearing. Motion carried. 

Motion by Mayor Pro Tern Gomez, second by Councilmember Stump, to adopt "A RESOLUTION 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY ADOPTING WATER STANDBY 
CHARGES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2018". 
Roll call vote as follows: 

A YES: McGuire, Stump, Gomez, Wood 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: Parris 

NEW BUSINESS / CITY COUNCIL 
NB 1. SDI Loan Agreement Reinstatements 

City Manager Stockwell read the staff report. 

Motion by Councilmember Stump, second by Councilmember McGuire to adopt "A 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY APPROVING 
LOAN AGREEMENTS AND RATIFICATION AND AMENDMENT TO PROMISSORY NOTES 
EVIDENCING LOANS BETWEEN THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY AND THE FORMER 



REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY". Roll call vote as 
follows: 

AYES: McGuire, Stump, Gomez, Wood 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: Parris 

NEW BUSINESS/ SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
NB 1. SDI Loan Agreement Reinstatements 

Executive Director Stockwell read the staff report. 

Motion by Director Stump, second by Director McGuire to re-approve the 
Settlement Agreement and "A RESOLUTION OF THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY APPROVING LOAN 
AGREEMENTS AND RATIFICATION AND AMENDMENT TO PROMISSORY NOTES 
EVIDENCING LOANS BETWEEN THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY AND THE FORMER 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY" for distribution to the 
Oversight Board for adoption. Roll call vote as follows: 

AYES: McGuire, Stump, Gomez, Wood 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: Parris 

NB 2. Pass-Thru Agreements - Kern County Superintendent of Schools, Mojave Unified 
School District and Repayment of Low/Mod Fund Loan 

Executive Director Stockwell read the staff report. 

Motion by Director McGuire, second by Director Stump to approve "A RESOLUTION OF 
THE OVERSIGHT BOARD OF THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE CALIFORNIA 
CITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY APPROVING CERTAIN PAYMENTS AS 
ENFORCEABLE OBLIGATIONS OF THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY OF THE CALIFORNIA 
CITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY PURSUANT TO HEAL TH AND SAFETY CODE 
SECTIONS 34179(h)(1) & 34171(d)(1)(G)" for distribution to the Oversight Board for 
adoption. Roll call vote as follows: 

A YES: McGuire, Stump, Gomez, Wood 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: Parris 

NB 3. Distribution of Funds from the Sale of Successor Agency Properties 

Executive Director Stockwell read the staff report. 

Motion by Director Gomez, second by Director McGuire to approve "A RESOLUTION OF 
THE OVERSIGHT BOARD OF THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE CALIFORNIA CITY 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY APPROVING DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS FROM PROPERTY 



DETAILED IN THE LONG-RANGE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT PLAN PURSUANT TO 
HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE SECTIONS 34191.5 FOR THE DISPOSITION OF REAL 
PROPERTY ASSETS OF THE FORMER CALIFORNIA CITY REDEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY" for distribution to the Oversight Board for adoption. Roll call vote as follows: 

A YES: McGuire, Stump, Gomez, Wood 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: Parris 

Councilmember McGuire read a statement in regards to the cannabis industry. Following his 
statement, it was the consensus of the council to have staff bring back the item of lifting the 
term "medical" in reference to cannabis as well as allowing commercial dispensaries. 

A YES: McGuire, Stump, Wood 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: Gomez 
ABSENT: Parris 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by McGuire, second by Mayor Pro Tern Gomez to adjourn at 8:01 pm. Motion Carried. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Denise Hilliker, City Clerk 

APPROVED BY CITY COUNCIL ON -----------
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STAFF REPORT ZC 190 
CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING DATE: AUGUST 14, 2018 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Councilmen 

FROM: Public Works Director 

MEETING DATE: August 14, 2018 

SUBJECT: Public Hearing to consider recommending Approval of an Initial Study, Negative Declaration, and 
General Plan Amendment 190, (GP A 190) and the Adoption of Zone Change 190, (ZC 190) for Deborah Vaupen as 
forwarded by the Planning Commission at their regular meeting on March 20, 2018. 

The project certifies a Negative Declaration per CEQA in order to Rezone and Amend the General Plan for one vacant 3 .13 
acre parcel from 0/RA Open Space/Residential/ Agricultural 0/RA to Regional Commercial C5. The property is located 
adjacent to State Highway 14 and may be identified as APN 225-013-25. 

CITY COUNCIL ACTION: 

The City staff recommends that the City Council adopt the following: 

1) RESOLUTION NO. 08-18-2747 amending tlte General Plan Designation (Attacltment 1) 
2) RESOLUTION NO 08-18-2748 approving tlte Negative Declaration (Attacltment 2) 
3) ORDINANCE NO 18-763 approving Zone Cltange 190 (Attacltment 3) 

CPR: 1 

1 



PROJECT APPLICANT: 

Deborah Vauhpen, 1004 Pacific Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405 

GENERAL LOCATION: 

The property is located approximately 2.5 miles north of California City Boulevard on the east side of State Highway 14, 
bearing APN: 225-013-25 in Section 10, Township 32, Range 36E, Latitude 35.1627, Longitude -118.0931 in the City of 
California City, County of Kem, CA 93505. The property lies adjacent to State Highway 14 in the western boundary of 
California City. The property lies within the project area of the 1988-2028 City of California City Redevelopment Plan 
and Project Area Environmental Impact Report (EIR) (SCH #871109128). 
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Zone Change ZC 190 is necessary to rezone approximately 3 .13 acres from 0/RA Open Space/Residential Agricultural to 
CS Regional Commercial for the purpose of creating a Regional Commercial Center. The Planning Commission City of 
California City at their regular meeting March 20, 2018 reviewed the case and recommended approval and adoption to the 
City Council City of California City. (Please see Planning Commission Resolution and Negative Declaration attached as 
Exhibit A) 

The 0/RA Zone District is limited with regard to the extent of urbanization that may occur. The purpose of the Open Space, 
("O") Zone District is to provide for the preservation and conservation of unique natural resource lands, protection and 
preservation of unique wildlife resources and habitats, protection against flooding by storm water in flood prone areas and 
the establishment of active and passive recreational uses. The Residential/ Agricultural ("RA") District provides living area 
which combines the advantages of urban and rural location by limiting development to very low density one-family 
dwellings and permitting animals and fowl to be kept for pleasure or hobbies. 

The CS - Regional Commercial District as designated in the General Plan is intended for the exclusive establishment of 
commercial uses serving the region and traveling public and emergency shelters. While the applicant has not committed to 

2 



a specific development proposal of the land, conceptual site plans, (please see Figure 3) have been submitted. The 
conceptual site plan proposes 2, 500 sq.ft. for an RV Sales office; 17, 600 sq.ft. for a retail commercial space and 6,400 sq. 
ft. for a convenient store. Surrounding parcels are all vacant. 

----------------------------------, I 
i 

North 

The staff is recommending that the Land Use Element of the General Plan for the project site be amended from O/RA Open 
Space, Residential or Agriculture to CS - Regional Commercial. The intended land use benefits the transit corridor greatly 
due to sparse commercialization along this section of State Highway 14. Therefore amending the General Plan is most 
appropriate because the City utilizes one map for both the Zoning Ordinance and General Plan. Also, State Law requires 
that the Zoning Districts be consistent with the General Plan land use designations. There is a matrix within the General 
Plan indicating that Controlled Development, Public Parks & Recreation or Public Schools to be consistent with C-S subject 
to a determination that it is "conditionally compatible." It would be preferred that the General Plan land use designation be 
amended to CS - Regional Commercial District because there is no gray area regarding compatibility. 

NOTICING: 

Notice of public hearing before the City Council of the City of California City for this project was advertised in the 
newspaper on July 14, 2018, specifically a Notice of Intent to adopt this a Negative Declaration, Zone Change and 
General Plan Amendment was published in the Antelope Valley Press. Further all property owners within 300 feet of the 
project site were notified about the hearing and the proposed zone change at least 10 days prior to the public hearing in 
accordance with State law. 

I r,;+" r,,..,.,.~n; I I A n~,wt 1 JI ')(l 1 2 I ~f.,f'f' D Pnr>.rt 70 1 0() I \! ,:,nhnPn PrnnPrh.1 I 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW AND DETERMINATION: 

Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), an Initial Study and Negative Declaration for Zone 
Change 190 and General Plan amendment 190 were submitted to the State Clearinghouse for a 30-day review period 
starting March 6, 2018 to April 5, 2018. The City received comments during the review period from the Lahontan 
Regional Water Quality Control Board ("LRWQCB"), California Department of Fish and Wildlife ("CDFW''), & 
California Department of Transportation ("Caltrans). The Negative Declaration document containing all the above 
discussed documents is attached as EXHIBIT A. 

The Initial Study was crafted to only obtain zone change approval at this time and therefore lacks details required to 
recommend any mitigation measures at this time. The staff has determined that the applicant will re-submit a detailed 
initial study document during project construction phase and produce any studies required at the time. Synonymous with 
the staffs recommendation CDFW requests that the applicant conduct a detailed initial study prior to construction when 
the proponent has a better understanding of the types of uses for the project site. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council approve and adopt the following: 

1. Adopt Ordinance # 18-763 approving Zone Change ZC 190 
2. Adopt Resolution# 08-18-2747 amending general plan designation for ZC 190 
3. Approve Resolution# 08-18-2748 adopting Negative Declaration for ZC 190 

ATTACHMENTS: 

EXHIBIT A "Negative Declaration Document" 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

ORDINANCE NO. 18-763 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 

REZONING A 3.13 ACRE PARCEL LOCATED 2.5 MILES NORTH OF CALIFORNIA CITY BOULEVARD ON 
THE EAST SIDE OF STA TE HIGHWAY 14 FROM OPEN SPACE/RESIDENTIAL/ AGRICULTURE (0/RA) TO 

REGIONAL COMMERCIAL ZONE (CS) 

(Vauhpen Property /Zone Change No. 190) 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Findings. The council finds, determines and declares: 

a. A duly-noticed public hearing has been conducted by the Planning Commission and by the City Council to 
consider the zone change set forth herein. 

b. This zone change will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts at this time, however 
construction phase will require a detailed initial study and subsequent studies as required. 

c. This zone change will promote the welfare of the community. 
d. The proposed General Development Plan and Rezone are consistent with and implement the policies of 

the City of California City's General Plan, including the Housing Element. 
e. The land uses, and their density and intensity, allowed in the proposed General Development Plan and 

Rezone are not likely to create serious health problems or create nuisances on properties in the vicinity. 
f. The City Council has considered the effect of the proposed General Development Plan and Rezone on the 

housing needs of the region and has balanced those needs against the public service needs of its residents 
and available fiscal and environmental resources. 

g. The area is physically suited to the uses authorized in the proposed general development plan and zoning. 
h. The proposed General Development Plan and Rezone are compatible with the land uses existing and 

permitted on the properties in the vicinity. 
1. The Planning Commission approved the proposal by Resolution No. 03-27-2018 ZC 190 
j. The City Council properly noticed a public hearing for the June 26, 2018 regular City Council meeting. 

2. Property Description. The property affected by this ordinance (herein "subject property") is APN 225-
013-25. The subject property consists of approximately 3.13 acres located approximately 2.5 miles north 
of California City Boulevard on the east side of State Highway 14 in Section 10, Township 32, Range 36, 
Latitude 35.1627, Longitude -118.0931 in the City of California City, County of Kem, CA 93505. The 
property lies within the project area of the 1988-2028 City of California City Redevelopment Plan and 
Project Area Environmental Impact Report (EIR) (SCH #871109128). 

3. Authority. The City Council enacts this ordinance under the authority granted to cities by Article XI, 
Section 7 of the California Constitution. 

4. Zoning Amendment. This Zone Change No. 190 hereby rezones the subject property from (0/RA) -
Open-Space, Residential or Agriculture to Regional Commercial (CS), and the City's zoning map will be 
revised accordingly. 

5. Negative Declaration. A Negative Declaration of Environmental Impacts prepared for this project has 

been approved via City Council Resolution No. 08-18-2747. The Council finds that there is no reasonable 
basis to conclude that the future potential development of the subject property will cause a significant 
environmental effect that would not be mitigated to a less than significant impact. 

6. Severability. If any section, sub-section, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for 
any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent 
jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the Ordinance. 
City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted the Ordinance and each section, sub-section, 
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sentence, clause, phrase or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, sub
sections, sentences, clauses, phrases or portions to be declared invalid or unconstitutional. 

7. Publication. Within 15 days of the passage of this ordinance, the City Clerk shall cause the full text 
of the ordinance, with the names of those City Council members voting for and against the ordinance, 
to be published in the newspaper of official record for the City. In lieu of publishing the full text of 
the ordinance, the City Clerk, if so directed by the City Attorney and within 15 days, shall cause a 
summary of the ordinance, prepared by the City Attorney and with the names of the City Council 
members voting for and against the ordinance, to be published in the newspaper of official record for 
the City, and shall post in the office of the City Clerk a certified copy of the full text of the 
ordinance, along with the names of those City Council members voting for and against the 
ordinance. The publication of a summary of the ordinance in lieu of the full text of the ordinance is 
authorized only where the requirements of Government Code section 36933( c )(l) are met. 

This ordinance was introduced at the City Council meeting of August 14, 2018, by the following 

vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Christian Bettenhausen, City Attorney 

ATTEST: 

Denise Hilliker, City Clerk 

[SEAL] 

Jennifer Wood, Mayor 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

RESOLUTION NO. 08-18-2747 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY APPROVING A 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMP ACTS 

(Vauhpen Property) 

The City Council of the City of California City does resolve as follows: 

WHEREAS, the City of California City's Environmental Coordinator prepared an Initial Study on the 
project (GP Amendment 190 and Zone Change 190) (the "Project") which identified potentially significant 
effects of the Project; and 

WHEREAS, revisions to and/or conditions placed on the Project, were made or agreed to by the applicant 
before the negative declaration was released for public review, were determined by the environmental 
coordinator to avoid or reduce the potentially significant effects to a level that is clearly less than 
significant and that there was, therefore, no substantial evidence that the Project, as revised and 
conditioned, would have a significant effect on the environment; and 

WHEREAS, a negative declaration of environmental impacts was then prepared, properly noticed, and 
circulated for public review. 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of California City has recommended that the City 
Council approve the negative declaration of environmental impacts. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of California City as follows: 

Section 1. Based on the Initial Study, the revisions and conditions incorporated into the 
Project, and information received during the public review process, the City Council of the City of 
California City finds that there is no substantial evidence that the Project, as revised and conditioned, may 
have a significant effect on the environment. 

Section 2. The negative declaration reflects the independent judgment of the City Council. 

Section 3. All feasible mitigation measures identified in the City of California City General Plan 
Environmental Impact Reports which are applicable to this Project have been adopted and undertaken by 
the City of California City and all other public agencies with authority to mitigate the project impacts or 
will be undertaken as required by this project. 

Section 4. A negative declaration of environmental impacts, attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated 
by this reference, is hereby approved for the Project. 

Section 5. The documents and other materials that constitute the record of proceedings upon which the 
City Council has based its decision are located in the office of the California City Public Works 
Department, Planning Division, 21000 Hacienda Boulevard, California City, California 93505. The 
custodian of these documents and other materials is the California City Public Works Director. 

I City Council I August 14, 2018 I Staff Report ZC 190 I Vauhpen Property I 
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Section 6. Upon approval of the Project by the City Council, the environmental coordinator shall file a 
Notice of Determination with the County Clerk of Kern County and, if the project requires a discretionary 
approval from any state agency, with the State Office of Planning and Research, pursuant to the provisions 
of section 21152(a) of the Public Resources Code and the State EIR Guidelines adopted pursuant thereto. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this day 14th day of August 2018 by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

Jennifer Wood, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Denise Hilliker, City Clerk 

Page 2 of 

Reso. No. 08-18-2747 
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ATTACHMENT 3 

RESOLUTION NO. 08-18-2748 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY APPROVING A 

RESOLUTION AMENDING THE GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION OF AN AREA FROM OPEN SPACE 

RESIDENTIAL/AGRICULTURE (O/RA) TO REGIONAL COMMERCIAL ZONE (CS) 

(Deborah Vauhpen /GPA 190) 

The City Council of the City of California City does resolve as follows: 

Section 1. A Negative Declaration of Environmental Impacts prepared for this project has been 

approved via City Council Resolution No. 08-18-2747 

Section 2. The City Council of the City of California City finds and determines that: 

A. The City Council has considered a General Plan Amendment (GP 190) to change the land 

use designation of approximately 3 .13 acre parcel located approximately 2.5 miles north of California 

City Boulevard and east of State Highway 14 from Open Space, Agriculture or Residential to Regional 

Commercial. 

B. The City Council has considered the effect of the approval of this General Plan Amendment 

on the housing needs of the region and balanced those needs against the public service needs of its residents 

and available fiscal and environmental resources. 

C. The proposed General Plan Amendment is consistent with the goals and policies of the 

adopted general plan, including the housing element. 

D. The area is physically suited for the land uses allowed by the proposed amendment in terms 

of topography and availability of services. 

E. The circulation and land uses allowed by the proposed amendment are compatible with land 

uses existing and permitted on properties in the vicinity, providing the properties are developed in 

accordance with the policies and requirements of the California City General Plan and applicable zoning 

and subdivision ordinances. 

F. The circulation and land uses allowed by the proposed amendment, and their intensity, are 

not likely to create serious health problems or nuisances on properties in the vicinity. 

G. The land uses and circulation allowed by the proposed amendment are consistent with and 

implement the goals and policies of the California City General Plan, including the Housing Element. 

Section 3. The City Council approves the General Plan Amendment (GP 190), as shown in MAP 

I City Council I August 14, 2018 I Staff Report ZC 190 I Vauhpen Property I 
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08-18-2748, attached hereto and by this reference incorporated herein. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 14th day of August , 2018, by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

Jennifer Wood, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

Denise Hilliker, City Clerk 

Page 2 of 

Reso. No. 08-18-2748 
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EXHIBIT A 

Planning Commission Resolution 

Negative Declaration Document 
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EXHIBIT A 
PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 03-27-2018 ZC 190 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 
RECOMMENDING THE ADOPTION OF ZONE CHANGE NO. 190 & GENERAL PLAN 

AMENDMENT 190 TO REZONE 3.13 ACRES OF LAND FROM OP.EN SPACE/RESIDENTIAL 
(0/RA) TO REGIONAL COMMERCIAL 

THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY DOES ORDAIN 
AS FOLLOWS: 

Findings. 

The Planning Commission, determines and declares: 

(a) A duly-noticed public hearing has been conducted by the Planning Commission to consider 
the Zone Change and General Plan Amendment set forth herein. 

(b) This Zone Change and General Plan Amendment will not result in any significant adverse 
environmental impacts that will not be mitigated to less than a significant impact. 

(c) This Zone Change and General Plan Amendment will promote the welfare of the 
community. 

{d) This Zone Change and General Plan Amendment is consistent with the general plan and 
zoning regulations. 

Property Description. 

The property comprising the project site affected by this recommended Ordinance and 
General Plan Amendment (herein "subject property") is located along the western most 
boundary of California City and may be identified as APN: 225-013-25 (3.13 acres). 

Now therefore, after reviewing the City's initial study and proposed Negative Declaration, the 
Planning Commission hereby recommends that the City Council adopt an amendment to the 
Zoning Map and approve an amendment to the General Plan Land Use Map to change the Zoning 
Designation and General Plan land use Designation from 0/RA to CS Regional Commercial upon 
the subject property. 

Upon motion by Commissioner Crt6-16,/M'O~ , seconded by 
Commissioner £ c.. m .e, .S , and carried by the following vote: 

A YES: Commissioner(s) CICt!, I fi,1-1 ,r..::,A1 6-C,,HdS 1 --r R. cJ ~ 
NOES: Commissioner(s) 
ABSENT: Commissioner(s) 1-/oC,A~ J>c,Pt 
ABSTAIN: Commissioner(s) 



CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 
NOTICE OF INTENT 

TO ADOPT 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

FOR 
ZONE CHANGE ZC 190 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held by the City Council, California 
City in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 21000, Hacienda Boulevard, California City, CA 
93505, to consider an application for Zone Change (ZC-190) and General Plan Amendment (GPA 
- 190) for Deborah Vaupen, 1004 Pacific Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405. The applicant proposes 
to rezone approximately 3.13 acres of vacant desert land from 0/RA Open Space/ Residential 
Agriculture to CS Regional Commercial to accommodate a recreational vehicle sales lot, a 
convenience store, and other retail commercial spaces for rent. The 3 .13 acre vacant land is located 
east of California State Route Highway 14 bearing Assessor's Parcel Number or APN: 225-013-
25 in Section I 0, Township 32, Range 36E, Latitude 35.1627, Longitude -118.0931 in the City of 
California City, County of Kem, CA 93505. According to the Biological Resources Survey 
provided by the applicant this project is not expected to result in a significant adverse impact to 
biological resources (Hagan, 2017). Planning and environmental documents for this project are 
available to the public at the California City Planning Division, 21000 Hacienda Blvd. or online 
at www.californiacity-ca.gov 

MEETING DATE BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THIS PUBLIC HEARING: Tuesday, 
July 24, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. - City Council Meeting 

ANY PERSON WISIDNG TO BE HEARD on this matter may appear and speak at the City 
Council meeting or may submit their comments in writing directly to the City either in 
person/mail or via email to planning2@califomiacity-ca.gov 
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225 013 19 00 
Carol Cachat 
786 Highridge St 
Riverside, CA 92506 

225 333 12 00 
Rosario Pedro Del & M Raquel 
17415 Vierra Ave 
Cerritos, CA 90703 

225 334 02 00 
Allan & Edna Durand 
POBox465 
GLASLYNSK 
CANADA 

225 334 05 00 
ChanBegum 
51 Covington Ct 
East Brunswick, NJ 08816 

225 013 20 00 
Kingsley Family 
105 Avenida Salvador 
San Clemente, CA 92672 

225 333 19 00 
Sandra Odowd 
11202 Kingsdale Dr 
Corona, CA 92880 

225 334 03 00 
Joo Lee 
466 Foothill Blvd #317 
La Canada Flt, CA 91011 

225 013 25 00 
Deborah & Andrew Vaupen 
1004 Pacific St 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 

225 334 01 00 
Kenneth & Gwelda Fleming 
13322 Thistle Ave 
Norwalk, CA 90650 

225 334 04 00 
Michael & Maria Baltay 
9900 Milburn Dr 
Sun Valley, CA 91352 
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RECEIPT# 101'{,; ~~,_5~ 
Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal 
Mail to: State Clearinghouse, P.O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 (916) 445-0613 
For Hand Delivery/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 SCH#20IS03\0l4 

Project Title: Initial Study, Negative Declaration, and Zone Change 190 

Lead Agency: City of California City 

Mailing Address: 21000 Hacienda Blvd. 

KERN COUNTY 

Contact Person: Anu DoraJ,TAR g 8 2818 Phone: 760-373-7141 

City: California City Zip: 93505 County: Kern M --------------------------------------~~-Project Location: County:Kem City/Nearest Community: .;:.Ca.::.;;l;;,;,ifo:.;.m;;,;,i:.;;;a..;C;.;;ity"'-----1.-"r--l-'-~---
Cross Streets: East of California State Route Highway 14 

Longitude/Latitude (degrees, minutes and seconds): ~ 0 .:!.§__' 'g__" NI -118 g Q§!__' ~ W Total Acres: 3. ---------
Assessor's Parcel No.:225-013-25 Section: 10 Twp.: 32 Range: 36E Base:M.D.B&M 
Within 2 Miles: State Hwy#: 14 --------- Waterways: _N_o ________________ _ 

Airports: No Railways:No Schools: No ---------- -------- ------------------------------------------------------Document Type: 

CEQA: 0 NOP 
0 EarlyCons 
IE! Neg Dec 
0 MitNegDec 

0 DraftElR 
D Supplement/Subsequent EIR 
(Prior SCH No.) _____ _ 
Other: _______ _ 

NEPA: 0 NOI Other: 
0 EA 
0 Draft EIS 
0 FONSI 

D Joint Document 
D Final Document 
0 Other: ------

-----------~--------------------------------~~ Local Action Type: 

D General Plan Update 
[81 General Plan Amendment 
0 General Plan Element 

0 Specific Plan 
0 Master Plan 

D Rezone 
D Prezone 
D Use Permit 

0 Community Plan 
D Planned Unit Development 
0 SitePlan D Land Division (Subdivision, etc.) 

D Annexation 
D Redevelopment 
0 Coastal Permit 
0 Other: ---------------------------------------------------Development Type: 

D Residential: Units ___ Acres_ 
D Office: Sq.ft. Acres ___ Employees ___ 0 Transportation: Type...,.. __________ _ 
1B] Commercial:Sq.ft. Acres~ Employees___ 0 Mining: Mineral 
D Industrial: Sq.ft. Acres ___ Employees ___ 0 Power: Type ------:M~W~----
0 Educational: D Waste Treatmeot:Type ______ MGD_' ___ _ 
D Recreational-: --------------- D Hazardous Waste:Type __________ _ 
D Water Facilities:Type MOD _____ D Other: _______________ _ 

---------------------~-~~----------------~----Project Issues Discussed In Document: 

181 AestheticNisual D Fiscal 181 Recreation/Parks 
181 Agricultural Land D Aood Plain/Flooding D Schools/Universities 
181 Air Quality O Forest Land/Fire Hazard D Septic Systems 
181 Archeological/Historical O Geologic/Seismic D Sewer Capacity 

D Vegetation 
1B] Water Quality 
D Water Supply/Groundwater 
D Wetland/Riparian 

181 Biological Resources !Bl Minerals D Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading D Growth Inducement 
D Land Use 0 Coastal Zone !Bl Noise D Solid Waste 

D Drainage/Absorption 1B] Population/Housing Balance !Bl Toxic/Hazardous 
0 Economic/Jobs 1B] Public Services/Facilities !Bl Traffic/Circulation 

D CumulativeEffects 
D Other: ----------------------------------------------------Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation: 

0/RA Open Space/Residential Agriculture 
ProlectDes';;'rt'ptl;-n;-(please usea separatepageifnecessaryr - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
The project proposes to rezone 3.13 acres of vacant desert land to CS Regional Commercial for the purpose of a recreation 
vehicle sales lot. 

·1 
Notice of Environmental D~~\ \ 'l Vi 
Posted by County Cf erk on 1 
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and for 30 days thereafter, Pursuant to 
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Reviewing Agencies Checklist 

Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies below with and "X". 
If you have already sent your document to the agency please denote that with an "S". 

Air Resources Board 

__ Boating & Waterways, Department of 
__ California Emergency Management Agency 
__ California Highway Patrol 

S Caltrans District #9 

Caltrans Division of Aeronautics 
__ Caltrans Planning 

__ Central Valley Flood Protection Board 

__ Coachella Valley Mtns. Conservancy 

Coastal Commission 

Colorado River Board 
__ Conservation, Department of 

__ Corrections, Department of 

Delta Protection Commission 
__ Education, Department of 

Energy Commission 
S-- Fish & Game Region #4 -- --
-- Food & Agriculture, Department of 
__ Forestry and Fire Protection, Department of 
__ General Services, Department of 
__ Health Services, Department of 

__ Housing & Community Development 
__ Native American Heritage Commission 

Office of Historic Preservation 

Office of Public School Construction 
__ Parks & Recreation, Department of 

__ Pesticide Regulation, Department of 

Public Utilities Commission 

S Regional WQCB #~ 
__ Resources Agency 

__ Resources Recycling and Recovery, Department of 

__ S.F. Bay Conservation & Development Comm. 

__ San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers & Mtns. Conservancy 

__ San Joaquin River Conservancy 

Santa Monica Mtns. Conservancy 

State Lands Commission 
SWRCB: Clean Water Grants 

__ SWRCB: Water Quality 
__ SWRCB: Water Rights 
__ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 
__ Toxic Substances Control, Department of 
__ Water Resources, Department of 

Other: ________________ _ 
Other: ________________ _ 

----------------------------------------------
Local Public Review Period (to be filled in by lead agency) 

Starting Date 03/05/2018 ---------------- Ending Date 04/04/2018 ------------------------------~-------~-------------------------
Lead Agency (Complete if applicable): 

Consulting Firm: DeWalt Corporation 
Address: 1930 22nd Street 
City/State/Zip: Bakersfle@, CA. 93301 
Contact Cynthia Bermudez 
Phone: (661) 323-4600 x112 

Applicant: Deborah Vaupen 
Address: 1004 Pacific Street 
City/StatefZip: Santa Monica, CA. 90405 
Phone: (310) 488-3182 

----------------------------------------------
Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Co 161, Public Resources Code. 
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RECEIPT# __ _ CEQA 
Transmittal Memorandum 

Attach one transmittal memorandum to the front of the original CEQA document. Clip copies in back. 
- If notice requires F&W receipt, you must provide a minimum of 3 copies of the document. 
- If notice does not require F&W receipt, you must provide a minimum of 2 copies of the document. 

TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY 

LEAD AGENCY City of California City 

PROJECT TITLE Zone Change 190, Neg Dec 

PROJECT APPLICANT Deborah Vaupen -----------------------------
PHONE NUMBER (310)488-3182 

PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS 1004PacificStreet -------------------------
CITY Santa Monica STATE CA ZIP CODE 90405 ----- ·-----
WORK ORDER# ---------- I&] 30-Day Posting D 35-Day Posting D 45-Day Posting 

CONTACTPERSON_An_u_D_o_ra_va_ri _______ _ PHONE NUMBER (760>373 - 7141 ----------
CHECK DOCUMENT BEING FILED: 

• Notice of Availability ......................................................................................................... No Fee 

I&] Notice of Intent. ................................................................................................................ No Fee 

D Notice of Preparation ........................................................................................................ No Fee 

• Notice of Public Hearing ..................................................................................................... No Fee 

• Other ________ _ ............................................................................... No Fee 

• Environmental Impact Report (EIR) ..................................................................................... $3168.00 • Previously paid (must attach receipt) Receipt Number # ______ _ • DFG No Effect Determination (F&W letter must be attached) .................................... No Fee • County Administrative Fee ................................................................................... $50.00 

I&] Mitigated Negative Declaration or Negative Declaration ........................................................... $2280.75 • Previously paid (must attach receipt) Receipt Number # ______ _ • DFG No Effect Determination (F&W letter must be attached) ..................................... No Fee 
D County Administrative Fee ................................................................................... $ 50.00 

• Notice of Exemption .......................................................................................................... No Fee 
I&] County Administrative Fee ................................................................................... $50.00 

* Additional copies to be returned to: 21000 Haciehda · Blvd. 
TOTAL $ 2,330.75 -------

* Method of return: D Hold for pick-up/Call# • Interoffice Mail 

PAYMENT METHOD: ALL APPLICABLE FEES MUST BE PAID AT THE TIME OF FILING 

D Cash/Money Order 
I&] Check • Credit Card 

OJV - Dept __ _ Fund. ____ Expense Key ___ _ 

Notice of Environmental Document 
Posted by County Clerk on 
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INITIAL STUDY AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM 

1. Project Title: 
Initial Study, Negative Declaration, Zone Change 190 

2. Lead Agency Name and Address: 
City of California City, 21000 Hacienda Blvd., California City, CA 93505 

3. Contact Person and Phone Number: 

Planning Technician - Anu Doravari (760) 373-714 I 

4. Project Location: 
Parcel Number(s): 229-013-25 
Section 10, Township 32S, Range 36E 
State Highway 14 is on th~ east side of the property. Vacant/undeveloped land is to the west, south, and north of the property. 

5. Project Sponsor's Name and Address: 
Deborah Vaupen, 1004 Pacific Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405 

6. General Plan Designation: 
Open Space / Residential Agricultural 

7. Zoning: 
Rezoned from 0/RA to C5 

8. Description of tile Project: (Describe the whole action involved, including but not limited to later phases of the project, and 
any secondary, support, or off-site features necessary for its implementation. Attach additional sheets ifaecessary) 
Zone change 190 to change to the appropriate zoning. The property is currently zoned O / RA and will need to haye a zone 
change to accommodate a future commercial center. The new zoning designation would be C5 - regional commercial. The 
property is an open field on the east side of State Highway 14. 

The project area is within the 1988-2028 city of California city redevelopment plan and project area environmental impact report 
(EIR) {sch#870019128). This project is consistent with the California city 2009-2028 general plan (sch#19922062069). The city's 
general plan is available on the city's website at www.callfomiaclty-ca.gov on the planning department's webpage under the 
public works department. All of these documents, including the 1988-2028 city of California City redevelopment plan and project 
area BIR are incorporated by reference and are also available for viewing at the city's planning department located at 21000 
Hacienda Boulevard, California City, CA 9350S-2293. 

9. Surrounding Land uses and Setting: (Briefly describe the project's surroundings) 
The property is within the city's general plan. The property is adjacent to Highway 14 and all surrounding properties are O / RA 
zoned vacant land that does not include structures. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: The environmental factors checked below 
( • ) would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the 
checklist on the following pages. 

Aesthetics Hazards & Hazardous Public Services 
Materials 

Agriculture Resources Hydrology/Water Quality Recreation 

Air Quality Land Use/Planning Transportation/fraffic 

Biological Resources Mineral Resources Utilities/Service Systems 

Cultural Resources Noise Mandatory Findings of 
Sil?llificance 

Geology/Soils Population/Housing 

DETERMINATION: {To be completed by the Lead Agency). On the basis of this initial evaluation: 

I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have as ignificant effect on the environment, and a 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be oreoared. X 
I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not 
be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the 
project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 
I find that the proposed project MAY have as ignificant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is reauired. 
I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially significant 
unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect (I) has been adequately analyzed in an 
earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and (2) has been addressed by mitigation measures 
based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENT AL IMP ACT REPORT 
is reouired, but it must analvze only the effects that remain to be addressed. 
I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all 
potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that 
earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed 
upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 

Signature Date 

Craig Platt Planning Director 
Printed Name Title 
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: 

I) A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are adequately supported by the information sources a lead 
agency cites in its explanation following each question. A "No Impact" answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources 
show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one involved (e.g. the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" 
answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e. g. the project will not expose sensitive 
receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis). 

2) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as 
well as direct, and construction as well as operational impacts. 

3) Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, and then the checklist answers must indicate whether the impact 
is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation incorporated, or less than significant. "Potentially Significant Impact' is appropriate 
if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are one or more "Potentially Significant Impact" entries when the 
determination is made, an EIR is required. 

4) "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated" applies where the incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced 
an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact" to a "Less Than Significant Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and 
briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level (mitigation measures :from Section 17, "Earlier Analysis," may be 
cross-referenced). 

5) Earlier analysis may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an 
earlier EIR or negative declaration. Section 15063 (c) (3) (D). In this case. a brief discussion should identify the following: 

(a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review. 

(b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects :li:om the above checklist were within 
the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether such 

effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis. 

(c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated," describe the mitigation 
measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the extentto which they address the site-specific conditions 
for the project. 

6) Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to infonnation sources for potential impacts (e.g. general plans, zoning 
ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where 
the statement is substantiated. 

7) Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or individuals contacted should be cited in the 
discussion. 

8) This is only a suggested fonn, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead agencies should nonnally address the questions 
from this checklist that are relevant to a project's environmental effects in whatever fonnat is selected. 

9) The explanation of each issue should identify: (a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and (b) the 
mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significant. 
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ISSUES AND SUPPORTING INFORMATION SOURCES Potentially Less than Less than No 
significant significant significant impact 

impacts with impact 
mitigation 
required 

1. AESTHETICS. Would the project: 
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? No. The development will follow X 
Development Standards. 

b)Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to trees, rock X 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway. No. Property has 
no scenic resources or historic buildings. California City has no State Scenic 
Hie:hwavs. 

c)Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its X 
surroundings? No. The development will follow Development Standards. 

d)Create anew source of substantial light. No. Development will follow Lighting X 
Standards. 

2.AGRICULTURE RESOURCES: In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead 
agencies may refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California Department 
of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessin.l! impacts on amculture and farmland. Would the project: 

a)Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance X 
(Farmland) as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use? 
No. Property is currently zoned as O / RA, Open Space/ Residential Agriculture 
and there is no farming in the area. 

b )Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract? No. X 
Property is currently zoned as O / RA, Open Space / Residential Agriculture and 
is not under the Williamson Act contract. 

c)Involve other changes ;n the existing environment which, due to their location or X 
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use? No. The 
requested change in zoning designation will not affect the agricultural use of the 
prooertv. 

3.AIR QUALITY: Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management or air pollution control 
district may be relied uoon to make the following determinations. Would the project: 

a)Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan? No. The X 
project is for re-zoning to a regional commercial zone for future development that 
will include a recreational vehicle sales lot, a convenient store, and other retail 
commercial spaces for rent. 

b) Violate any air quality standard or contn'bute substantially to an existing or projected X 
air quality violation? No. The project is for re-zoning to a regional commercial zone 
for future development that will include a recreational vehicle sales lot, a convenient 
store, and other retail commercial spaces for rent. 
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c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which X 
the project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air 
quality standard (including releasing emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds 
for ozone precursors)? No. The project is for re-zoning to a regional commercial 
zone for future development that will include a recreational vehicle sales lot, a 
convenient store, and other retail commercial spaces for rent. 

d)Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations? No. The project is X 
for re-zoning to a regional commercial zone for future development that will include 
a recreational vehicle sales lot, a convenient store, and other retail commercial spaces 
,. __ ---· 

e)Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people? No. The project X 
is for re-zoning to a regional commercial zone for future development that will include 
a recreational vehicle sales lot, a convenient store, and other retail commercial spaces 
l°hr -nt 

4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES. Would the oroiect: 
a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on X 

any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or 
regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife {CDFW) or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)? Desert tortoises may 
occur in adjacent properties, and the vegetation within the study area offers a 
potential nesting habitat for migratory birds. However, the necessary studies and will 
be done prior to development, per the Biological Resource Assessment of APN 
225-013-25, dated 10/29/2017. As noted in the Biological Resource Assessment for 
this property, this project is not expected to result in a significant adverse impact to 
bioloaical resources. 

b)Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural X 
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, and regulations or by the 
California Department offish and Wildlife or U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service? No 
per the Biological Resource Assessment of APN 225-013-25, dated 10/29/2017. This 
project is not expected to result in a significant adverse impact to biological 
resources. 

c)Havc a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by X 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including. but not limited to, marsh, vernal poo~ 
coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other 
means? No. There are no wetlands within the oroiect area. 

d)Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or X 
wildlife species or with established native resident migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites? Desert tortoises may occur in 
adjacent properties, and the vegetation within the study area offers a potential nesting 
habitat for migratory birds. However, the necessary studies and will be done prior to 
development, per the Biological Resource Assessment of APN 225-013-25, dated 
10/29/2017. As noted in the Biological Resource Assessment for this property, this 
project is not expected to result in a significant adverse impact to biological 
resources. 

e)Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as X 
a tree preservation policy or ordinance? No per the Biological Resource Assessment 
of APN 225-013-25, dated 10/29/2017. This project is not expected to result in a 
shmificant adverse imoact to biological resources. 

Page6 



5.CULTURAL RESOURCES. Would the project: 
a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource as 

defined in Section 15064.S? No. If a historical resource is found during excavation, 
all work would be suspended until the area has been thoroughly examined. 

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource 
pursuant to Section 15064.5? No. If an archeological resource is found during 
excavation, all work would be suspended until the area has been thoroughly 
examined. 

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature? No. If a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic 
feature is found during excavation, all work would be suspended until the area has 
been thoroughly examined. 

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries? 
No. If any human remains are found during excavation, all work would be suspended 
until the area has been thoroughly examined. 

6.GEOLOGY AND SOILS. Would theproiect 
a) Exoose oeoole or structures to ootential substantial adverse effects including the risk of loss, injury, or death involvin2: 
i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo 

Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on 
other substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and Geology 
Special Publication 42. No. The Muroc Fault traverses the southeastern portion of the 
City. This fault has not demonstrated Holocene movement during the past 11,000 
years and, therefore, is not classified as an active or potentially active fault (reference 
page 6-3 of the City's General Plan, source Geological Hazards Study, April 2003). 
However, seismic ground shaking, seismic-related ground failure, including 
liquefaction could occur without warning in any location in the state of California. 

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking? No. However, seismic ground shaking, 
seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction could occur without warning in 
any location in the state of California. 

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction? No. Approved under BIR 
for 40 year docs. RDA project area. However, seismic ground shaking, 
seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction could occur without warning in 
any location in the state of California. 

iv) Landslides? No. Landslides are highly unlikely due to the flat terrain. Landslides 
are highly unlikely due to the terrain of the City (General Plan-Figure 6-3). 

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? No. Soils report not required 
at this time. 

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable 
as a result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral 
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? No. The parcel is flat. 
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d)Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building X 
Code (1994), creating substantial risks to life or property? No. The parcel is flat. 

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative X 
waste water disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste 
water? No. The parcel is flat. 

7.HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. Would the uroiect: 
a)Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine X 

transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials? No. The project is for re-zoning to 
a regional commercial zone for future development that will include a recreational 

1ehicle sales lot, a convenient store, and other retail commercial spaces for rent. 

b)Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably X 
foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous 
materials into the environment? No. The project is for re-zoning lo a regional 

commercial zone for future development that will include a recreational vehicle sales 
lot. a convenient store, and other retail commercial spaces for rent. 

c)Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, X 
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school? No. 

The project is for re-zoning to a regional commercial zone for future development that 
will include a recreational vehicle sales lot, a convenient store, and other retail 
commercial spaces for rent. 

d)Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled X 
pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a 
significant hazard to the public or the environment? No. According to the Cortese 
List. there are no hazardous material sites in the City of California City. 

e)For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not X 
been adopted, within two miles of a public aiiport or public use airport, would the 
project result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area? 
No. Although the property site is within the 5 mile radius of a public aiiport, the 
property will be used for a recreational vehicle sales lot, a convenient store, and 
other retail commercial spaces forrent. 

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project result in a X 
safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area? No. There are no 
private airstrips within the jurisdictional boundaries of the City. 

g)lmpair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency X 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan? No. This is a land use change. The 
City's General Plan Land Use, Circulation, Safety, Open Space and Conservation 
Element's Goals, Policies, and Implementation Measures apply. Will satisfy all Fire 
Department and Building Department requirements. 

h)Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death including X 
where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed 
with wildlands? The orooertv will be used for reeional commercial develooment: 
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a recreational vehicle sales lot, a convenient store, and other retail commercial spaces. 

8. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY. Would the project: 
a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements? No. Project X 

would be designed to required specifications. 

b )Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with X 
groundwater recharge such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a 
lowering of the local groundwater table level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing 
nearby wells would drop to a level which would not support existing land uses or 
planned uses for which pennits have been granted)? The property will be used for a 
recreational vehicle sales lot, a convenient store, and other retail commercial spaces 
for rent. 

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through X 
the alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a manner which would result in 
substantial erosion or siltation on- or off:.site? No. A storm water drainage system 
will be planned to accommodate future development and retained onsite. 

d)Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through X 
the alteration of the course of a stream or river, or substantially increase the rate or 
amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- or off-site? 
No. A storm water drainage system will be planned to accommodate the project and 
retained onsite. 

e)Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or X 
planned storm water drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff? No. A storm water drainage system will be planned to accommodate 
the project and retained onsite. 

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality? No. A storm water drainage system X 
will be planned to accommodate the project. 

g)Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a federal Flood X 
Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation 
map? No. No housing will be developed on this property. 

h) Place within a 1 00-year flood hazard area structures which would impede or X 
redirect flood flows? No. Per the FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map Panel 2925 of 4125 
which (included in this submission for reference) shows that the property is not within 
the 100 year flood zone hazard area. 

i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death X 
involving flooding, including flooding as a result of the failure of a levee or dam? No. 
Per the FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map Panel 2925 of 4125 which is (included in this 
submission for reference) shows that the property is not within the 100 year flood zone 
hazard area 

j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow7 No. The project is not near a large body X 
ofwater. 
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c)Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse X 
effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly? No. Zone change from O/RA 
toes. 

END OF DOCUMENT 
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Biological Resource Assessment of APN 225-013-25, California City, California 

Mark Hagan, Wildlife Biologist, 44715 17th Street East, Lancaster, CA 93535 

Abstract 

Development has been proposed for APN 225-013-25, California City, California. The 
approximately 3 acre (1.2 ha) study area was located north of Maury Avenue and east of 
Highway 14, T32S, R36E, a portion of the SEl/4 of the SEl/4 of the NEI/4 of Section 10, 
M.D .B.M. A line transect survey was conducted on 21 October 2017 to inventory biological 
resources. The proposed project area was characteristic of a creosote bush (Larrea tridentata) 
scrub plant community. A total of twenty-eight plant species and fifteen wildlife species or their 
sign were observed during the line transect survey. No desert tortoises (Gopherus agassizi1) or 
their sign were observed during the field survey. No Mohave ground squirrels 
(Xerospermophilus mohavensis) were observed or audibly detected during the field survey. No 
burrowing owls (Athene cunicularia) or their sign were observed during the field survey. No 
sensitive plants, specifically, alkali mariposa lily (Calochortus striatus), desert cymopterus 
(Cymopterns desertico/a), and Barstow woolly sunflower (Eriophyllum mohanense) are expected 
to occur within the study area due to lack of suitable habitat. Prairie falcons (Falco me:xicanus) 
and other raptors may fly over the site but there are no nesting or roosting opportunities available 
within the study site. Vegetation within the study area provides potential nesting sites for 
migratory birds. No other state or federally listed species are expected to occur within the 
proposed project area. A braided ephemeral wash was observed within the study site. 

Recommended Protection Measures: 

Desert tortoises may occur adjacent to the study area, therefore the following desert 
tortoise protection measures are recommended: 

All personnel working or using the site will receive an education program. Videos, 
brochures, books, and briefings may be used in the educational program. The education program 
will provide infonnation on the natural history of the desert tortoise, its status, and protection 
measures to be followed during construction. 

A qualified biological monitor will be present during construction activities at least until 
pre-construction surveys have demonstrated that desert tortoises are not present within the 
project area and a fence to exclude their entry into the site has been constructed. 

Construction areas will be clearly fenced, flagged, or marked to delineate the outer 
boundaries and define the limit of work activities prior to the initiation of work. Construction 
areas include parking and equipment staging areas. 

Preconstruction surveys will be conducted in work areas. Preconstruction surveys will be 
conducted by qualified biologists. If any desert tortoises are found during preconstruction 
surveys or during construction; all work will cease until the desert tortoise leaves the area of its 
own volition or appropriate permits are obtained to relocate the animal. 



All workers will inspect underneath parked vehicles prior to operating them. If a desert 
tortoise is found beneath a parked vehicle, the vehicle will be left parked until the desert tortoise 
leaves of its own volition to a safe location. 

Construction activities between dusk and dawn will not be permitted in areas supporting 
native vegetation. 

At the end of each work day, all open excavations will be backfilled or otherwise altered 
to prevent desert tortoise from being trapped in them. While excavations remain open, a 
biological monitor will check for trapped desert tortoises and other wildlife at least three times 
each day. 

All trash and food items will be promptly contained and regularly removed from work 
areas to reduce the attraction of common ravens { Corvas corax) and other desert tortoise 
predators to the area. 

The vegetation within the study area offers potential nesting habitat for migratory birds. 
If possible, removal of vegetation will occur outside the breeding season for migratory birds. 
Nesting generally lasts from February to July but may extend beyond this time frame. If 
vegetation removal will occur during or close to the nesting season, a qualified biologist will 
survey all areas to be disturbed as close as possible but no more than one week prior to removal. 
If active bird nests are found, impacts to nests will be avoided by either delaying work or 
establishing initial buffer areas ofa minimum of50 feet (16 m) around active migratory bird 
species nests. The project biologist will determine if the buffer areas should be increased or 
decreased based on the nesting bird response to disturbances. 

An area that has any of the following characteristics which will be impacted by 
development: distinct bed, bank, channel, signs of scouring, evidence of water flow, may require 
a Streambed Alteration Agreement from the CDFW prior to development activities. This project 
may require consultation with California Department of Fish and Wildlife to determine whether 
a Streambed Alteration Agreement is needed. 

Significance: This project is not expected to result in a significant adverse impact to biological 
resources. 

Development has been proposed for APN 225-013-25, California City, California (Figure 
1 ). Development would include installation of access roads, parking and utilities ( water, sewer, 
electric, etc.). The entire project area would be graded prior to construction activities. 

An environmental analysis should be conducted prior to any development project. An 
assessment of biological resources is an integral part of environmental analyses ( Gilbert and 
Dodds 1987). The pwpose of this study was to provide an assessment of biological resources 
potentially occurring within, or utilizing the proposed project area. Specific focus was on the 
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presence/absence of rare, threatened and endangered species of plants and wildlife. Species of 
concern included the desert tortoise ( Gopherus agassizii), Mohave ground squirrel 
(Xerospermophilus mohavensis), desert kit fox (Vulpes macrotis), burrowing owl (Athene 
cunicularia), prairie falcon (Falco mexicanus), desert cymopterus (Cymopterus deserticola), 
Barstow woolly sunflower (Eriophyllum mohanense), and alkali mariposa lily (Calochortus 
striatus). 

Study Area 

The approximately 3 acre (1.2 ha) study area was located north of Maury Avenue and 
east of Highway 14, T32S, R36E, a portion of the SEl/4 of the SEI/4 of the NEl/4 of Section 
10, M.D.B.M. (Figures 2 and 3). Highway 14 and it's easement consisting of creosote bush 
(Larrea tridentata) habitat, a dirt trail, and a barbed wire fence (approximately 85 feet (27 m) 
wide) formed the western boundary of the study area. Creosote bush scrub habitat occurred 
adjacent to all other sides of the study area. 

Methods 

A line transect survey was conducted to inventory plant and wildlife species occurring 
within the proposed project area (Cooperrider et al. 1986, Davis 1990). Line transects were 
walked in a north-south orientation. Line transects ranged from 220 to 845 feet (71 to 273 m) 
long and spaced 35 feet (11 m) apart (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 2010). 

All observations of plant and animal species were recorded in field notes. Field guides 
were used to aid in the identification of plant and animal species (Arnett and Jacques 1981, 
Borror and White 1970, Burt and Grossenheider 1976, Gould 1981, Jaeger 1969, Knobel 1980, 
Robbins et al. 1983, Stark 2000). Observations were aided with the use of 10x50 and 10x42 
binoculars. Observations of animal tracks, scat, and burrows were also utilized to determine the 
presence of wildlife species inhabiting the proposed project area (Cooperrider et al. 1986, 
Halfpenny 1986, Lowrey 2006, Murie 1974). Aerial photos, California Natural Diversity 
Database (Mojave NE, 2015), and USGS topographic map were reviewed. Photographs of the 
study site were taken (Figure 4). 

Results 

A total of 15 line transects were walked on 21 October 2017. Weather conditions 
consisted of warm temperatures ( estimated 70 degrees F), 0% cloud cover, and moderate wind. 
Sandy loam surface soil texture was observed throughout the study area. No blue line streams 
were found on USGS topo maps. A braided ephemeral wash was observed within the study site 
(Figure 5). Topography of the study area ranged from approximately 2,599 to 2,609 feet (838 to 
842 m) above sea level. 

The proposed project area was characteristic of a creosote bush (La"ea tridentata) scrub 
habitat (Barbour and Major 1988). A total of twenty-eight plant species were observed during 
the line transect survey (Table l ). The dominant shrub species throughout the study area was 
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Figure 2. Approximate location of study area as depicted on excerpt from USGS Quadrangle, 
Mojave NE. Calif., 7.5' 1973. 
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Figure 3. Aerial photo showing surrounding land use, 2017, Google Earth. 
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Figure 4. Photographs depicting the general habitat within the study site. 
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Figure 5. Aerial from Google Earth, 2017, depicting braided ephemeral wash. 
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Table 1. List of plant species that were observed during the line transect survey of APN 225-
013-25, California City, California. 

Common Name 

Joshua tree 
Creosote bush 
Winterfat 
Mormon tea 
Four-wing saltbush 
Paper bag bush 
Burrobush 
Peachthorn 
Anderson thorn 
Cotton thorn 
Felt thorn 
Skeleton weed 
Goldenhead 
Woody bottlewasher 
Spineflower sp. 
Spotted buckwheat 
Turkey mullein 
Snakeshead 
Giliasp. 
Fiddleneck 
Comet blazing star 
Nevada blue grass 
Mustard sp. 
Tumble mustard 
Redbrome 
Cheatgrass 
Schismus 
Red stemmed filaree 

Mushroom 

9 

Scientific Name 

Yucca brevifolia 
Larrea tridentata 
Eurotia lanata 
Ephedra nevadensis 
Atriplex canescens 
Salazaria mexicana 
Ambrosia dumosa 
Lycium cooperi 
Lycium andersonii 
Tetradymia spinosa 
Tetradymia stenolepis 
Eriogonum sp. 
Acamptopappus sphaerocephalus 
Camissonia boothii 
Chorizanthe sp. 
Eriogonum maculatum 
Eremocarpus setigerus 
Malacothrix coulteri 
Gilio sp. 
Amsinckia tessellata 
Mentzelia albicaulis 
Poasecunda 
Brassicaceae 
Sisymbrium a/tisissiimum 
Bromus rubens 
Bromus tectorum 
Schismus sp. 
Erodium cicutarium 

Kingdom: Fungi 



creosote bush. Schismus (Schismus sp.) was the dominant annual species throughout the study 
area. No alkali mariposa lilies, Barstow woolly sunflowers, or desert cymopterus or suitable 
habitat for these species were observed within the study site. 

A total of fifteen wildlife species, or their sign were observed during the line transect 
survey (Table 2). No desert tortoises or their sign were observed during the field survey. No 
burrowing owls or their sign were observed within the study site during the field survey. No bird 
nests were observed within the study area. No desert fox or their sign were observed during the 
field survey. No Mohave ground squirrels were detected visually or audibly during the field 
survey. 

Sheep (Ovis sp.) grazing sign was observed within the study area. A small amount of 
scattered litter was observed within the study site. 

Discussion 

It is probable that some annual species were not visible during the time the field survey 
was performed. Based on the habitat, no sensitive plant species are expected to exist on the 
study site. Although not observed, several wildlife species would be expected to occur within 
the proposed project area (Table 3 ). 

Human impacts to the area are expected to continue. Habitat in the general area will 
continue to become degraded and fragmented. Burrowing animals within the proposed project 
area are not expected to survive construction activities. More mobile species, such as 
lagomorphs (rabbits and hares), coyotes ( Canis /a trans), and birds are expected to survive 
construction activities. Development of this site will result in less cover and foraging 
opportunities for species occurring within and adjacent to the study area. 

The desert tortoise is a state and federal listed threatened species. The proposed project 
area was located within the geographic range of the desert tortoise. The proposed project site 
was not located in critical habitat designated for the Mojave population of the desert tortoise. 
No desert tortoises or their sign were observed within the study area. Desert tortoises are not 
expected to inhabit the study area. Desert tortoises may occur in habitat adjacent to the study 
area. 

Burrowing owls are considered a species of special concern by the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). No burrowing owls or their sign were observed within the study 
area. No potential cover sites for burrowing owl were observed during the field survey. 

Many species of birds and their active nests are protected under the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act. Prairie falcons and other raptors may fly over the site but would not be expected to 
nest within the study area due to a lack of suitable nesting habitat. The vegetation within the 
study area offers potential nesting habitat for other migratory birds. 

The Mohave ground squirrel (MGS) is a state listed threatened species. The proposed 
project site was located within the geographic range of the MGS. No MGS have been 
documented in the vicinity of the study area (California Natural Diversity Database 2015). Five 
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Table 2. List of wildlife species, or their sign, that were observed during the line transect survey 
of APN 225-013-25, California City, California. 

Common Name 

Rodents 
Kangaroo rat 
Antelope ground squirrel 
Desert cottontail 
Black-tailed jackrabbit 
Sheep 

Common raven 
Loggerhead shrike 
Black-eyed junco 

Side blotched lizard 

Butterfly (white) 
Dragonfly 
Flysp. 
Ants, small, black 
Harvester ants 

Scientific Name 

Order: Rodentia 
Dipodomys sp. 
Ammospennophilus /eucurus 
Sylvilagus auduboni 
Lepus califomicus 
Ovis sp. 

Corvus corax 
Lanius /udovicianus 
Junco hyemalis 

.Uta stansburiana 

Order: Lepidoptera 
Order: Odonata 
Order: Diptera 
Order: Hymenoptera 
Order: Hymenoptera 

Table 3. List of wildlife species that may occur within the study area, APN 225-013-25, 
California City, California. 

Common Name 

Deermouse 
Coyote 

Le Conte' s thrasher 
Mourning dove 
Northern mockingbird 
Homed lark 
Sage sparrow 
House finch 

Leopard li:mrd 
Desert homed lizard 
Western whiptail 
Gopher snake 
Mojave rattlesnake 

Bee 
Darkling beetle 
Spider sp. 
Grasshopper 
Ladybird beetle 
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Scientific Name 

Peromyscus maniculatus 
Canis latrans 

Toxostoma /econtei 
Zenaida macroura 
Mimus po/yglottos 
Eremophila alpestris 
Amphispiza bel/i 
Carpodacus mexicanus 

Gambelia wislizenii 
Phrynosoma platyrhinos 
C11emidophorus tigris 
Pituophis melanoleucus 
Crotalus scutulatus 

Order: Hymenoptera 
Coe/ocnemis ca/ifomicus 
Order: Araneida 
Order: Orthoptera 
Hippodamia convergens 



winterfat (Eurotia lanata), and no spiny hopsage ( Grayia spinosa) were found on the study site. 
These two species are considered important forage for MGS. Dr. Leitner (2008) determined that 
combined densities of winterfat and spiny hopsage greater than 250 to 300 per ha (2.5 acres) are 
associated with occupancy ofMGS. Dr. Leitner postulated based on trapping surveys in the 
southern portion of the MGS range that densities < 24/ha of spiny hopsage and< 100/ha of 
winterfat on a site was considered poor forage and may be related to the absence of MGS. No 
wildlife corridors are expected to exist between the closest core MGS population and the project 
site. The farthest documented movement ofMGS is 3.9 miles (Harris and Leitner 2005). The 
Little Dixie Wash, postulated by Dr. Leitner (2008) to be one of four core areas for MGS is 
located approximately 30 miles (48 km) to the northeast and the Desert Tortoise Natural Area, a 
recognized MGS population area, is located approximately 11 miles (17.7 km) to the east. 
Neither population area is considered to have immigration into this project site or the lands 
adjacent to the site. MGS reproduction appears to be tied to adequate rainfall and forage. In low 
rainfall years (e.g., less than 6.5 cm [2.6 in.]), they may forego breeding (MGSWG 2011), and 
breeding may not occur for several years during prolonged drought (Best 1995). Because of the 
small geographic range of the species, low rainfall can lead to reproductive failure throughout 
the range (MGSWG 2011, Dudek, 2012). Given the short life span ofMGS, approximately 5 to 
7 years, if too many years pass with less than 2.6 inches ofrainfall this reproductive strategy may 
cause the extirpation oflocal populations. Rainfall measured over the last 6 years at Edwards 
AFB, the closest rainfall station registering data, was 2012: 1.5", 2013: 1.16,,, 2014: l.75", 
2015: 0.30", 2016: l.63", and 2017: 2.51" (Armstrong Flight Research 2017). Though there has 
been rainfall close to the level needed in 2017, the timing is such that MGS reproduction would 
not have affected a change in their expected presence at this time. Based on these factors, the 
disturbance level and small size of the study site, Mohave ground squirrels are not expected to be 
present within the study area. No protection measures for MGS are recommended. 

No suitable habitat for alkali mariposa lily, Barstow woolly sunflower or desert 
cymopterus was observed within the study site. Based on the results of the field survey these 
species are not expected to occur within the study area and no protection measures are 
recommended. No other state or federally listed species are expected to occur within the 
proposed project area (California Department of Fish and Wildlife 2015, Smith and Berg 1988, 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 2016). 

The braided ephemeral wash observed within the study area contained sparse vegetation 
and the same plant species as surrounding habitat. The wash originates off site, is very shallow 
with a sandy bottom and in portions of the wash contains various sizes of rocks. A complete 
delineation was not accomplished during the field survey. 

Landscape design should incorporate the use of native plants to the maximum extent 
feasible. Native plants that have food and cover value to wildlife should be used in landscape 
design (Adams and Dove 1989). Diversity of native plants should be maximized in landscape 
design (Adams and Dove 1989). 

Recommended Protection Measures: 

Desert tortoises may occur adjacent to the study area, therefore the following desert 
tortoise protection measures are recommended: 
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All personnel working or using the site will receive an education program. Videos, 
brochures, books, and briefings may be used in the educational program. The education program 
will provide information on the natural history of the desert tortoise, its status, and protection 
measures to be followed during construction. 

A qualified biological monitor will be present during construction activities at least until 
pre-construction surveys have demonstrated that desert tortoises are not present within the 
project area and a fence to exclude their entry into the site has been constructed. 

Construction areas will be clearly fenced, flagged, or marked to delineate the outer 
boundaries and define the limit of work activities prior to the initiation of work. Construction 
areas include parking and equipment staging areas. 

Preconstruction surveys will be conducted in work areas. Preconstruction surveys will be 
conducted by qualified biologists. If any desert tortoises are found during preconstruction 
surveys or during construction; all work will cease until the desert tortoise leaves the area of its 
own volition or appropriate permits are obtained to relocate the animal. 

All workers will inspect underneath parked vehicles prior to operating them. If a desert 
tortoise is found beneath a parked vehicle, the vehicle will be left parked until the desert tortoise 
leaves of its own volition to a safe location. 

Construction activities between dusk and dawn will not be permitted in areas supporting 
native vegetation. 

At the end of each work day, all open excavations will be backfilled or otherwise altered 
to prevent desert tortoise from being trapped in them. While excavations remain open, a 
biological monitor will check for trapped desert tortoises and other wildlife at least three times 
each day. 

All trash and food items will be promptly contained and regularly removed from work 
areas to reduce the attraction of common ravens ( Corvas corax) and other desert tortoise 
predators to the area. 

The vegetation within the study area offers potential habitat for migratory birds. If 
possible, removal of vegetation will occur outside the breeding season for migratory birds. 
Nesting generally lasts from February to July but may extend beyond this time frame. If 
vegetation removal will occur during or close to the nesting season, a qualified biologist will 
survey all areas to be disturbed as close as possible but no more than one week prior to removal. 
If active bird nests are found, impacts to nests will be avoided by either delaying work or 
.establishing initial buffer areas of a minimum of 50 feet (16 m) around active migratory bird 
species nests. The project biologist will determine if the buffer areas should be increased or 
decreased based on the nesting bird response to disturbances. 
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An area that has any of the following characteristics which will be impacted by 
development: distinct bed, bank, channel, signs of scouring, evidence of water flow, may require 
a Streambed Alteration Agreement from the CDFW prior to development activities. This project 
may require consultation with California Department of Fish and Wildlife to determine whether 
a Streambed Alteration Agreement is needed. 

Significance: This project is not expected to result in a significant adverse impact to biological 
resources. 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

G0VER.t\J"0R'S OFFICE of PLANNING AND RESEARCH 
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE A.~D PL\J.'l"NING UNIT 

ED~[CND G. BROW}, JR. 
GoVER~OR 

April 5, 2018 

Anu Doravari 
California City 
2 1000 Hacienda Boulevard 
California City, CA 93505-2293 

Subject: Initial Study, Negative Declaration, and Zone Change 190 
SCH#: 2018031014 

Dear Anu Doravari: 

The State Clearinghouse submitted the above named Negative Declaration to selected state agencies for 
review. On the enclosed Document Details Report please note that the Clearinghouse has listed the state 
agencies that reviewed your document. The review period closed on April 4, 2018, and the comments from 
the responding agency (ies) is (are) enclosed. If this comment package is not in order, please notify the 
State Clearinghouse immediately. Please refer to the project's ten-digit State Clearinghouse number in 
future correspondence so that we may respond promptly. 

Please note that Section 2 I l04(c) of the California Public Resources Code states that: 

"A responsible or other public agency shall only make substantive comments regarding those 
activities involved in a project which are within an area of expertise of the agency or which are 
required to be carried out or approved by the agency. Those comments shall be supported by 
specific documentation." 

These comments are forn:arded for use in preparing your final environmental document. Should you need 
more information or clarification of the enclosed comments, we recommend that you contact the 
commenting agency directly. 

This letter acknowledges that you have complied with the State Clearinghouse review requirements for 
draft environmental documents, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act. Please contact the 
State Clearinghouse at (916) 44 5-0613 if you have any questions regarding the environmental review 
process. 

Enclosures 
cc: Resources Agency 

140010th Street P.O. Box 3044 Sacramento, California 95812-3044 
1-916-445-0613 FAX 1-916-558-3164 www.opr.ca.gov 
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March 23, 20l8 

Ms. Anu Doravari 

MAR 23 2018 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE 

California City Planning Department 
21000 Hacienda Blvd. 
California City, California 93505 

File: KER-14-24.25 
IS/ND 
SCH#: 2018031014 

Zone Change 190 - Initial Study/Negative Declaration (IS/ND) for a Recreational Vehicle Sales Lot 

Dear Ms. Doravari: 

Thank you for giving the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 9 the opportunity to 
review the proposed zone change to allow a vehicle sales lot, convenience store, and retail space abutting 
State Route (SR) 14. We appreciate the information shared during our telephone conversation today and 
offer the following: 

• Caltrnns has no concerns with the zone change itself. 

• Please ensure the project proponent is aware that the two access points at SR 14, as depicted on the 
provided conceptual, site plan are not pennissible. State Route 14 is a controlled access expressway, 
so no driveways are allowed through access control areas. Access control is depicted as hatch marks 
on the enclosed Right-of-Way (RJ\V) Record maps. Proje(?t access will need to be via the frontage 
road areas (labeled Leiman Rd on Google Earth) to the divided highway intersections northerly at 
postmile 24.888, and southerly at postrnile 23.664. These locations are noted on the respective FJW 
maps. Use of easements defined on adjacent parcel maps may be necessary. 

• ½'hen a detailed site plan is available, we will be able to further comment. Other items to address are 
no additional stonnwater onto State R/\V, dust control during construction, and utility connections. It 
may be appropriate to condition the project to pave the frontage road. 

We value our cooperative working relationship with California City on projects affecting the State 
Transportation System. Please contact me at (760) 872-0785, with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

4-ri/!-/4~ 
GAYLE J. ROSANDER 
External Project Liaison 

Enclosures 

c: State Clearinghouse 
Mark Reistetter, Caltrans 

''Provide a sufe. sustainable. i111egra1ecl artd ejfici,mt 1ru11sportutio11 system 
10 enhance California's economy and ffrability ·• 



State of California - Natural Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
Central Region 
1234 East Shaw Avenue 
Fresno, California 93710 
www.wildlife.ca.gov 

April.6, 2018 

Anu Doravari 
Planning Division 
City of California City 
21000 Hacienda Boulevard 
California City, California 93505 

EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor 
CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director 

Subject: Initial Study (IS) and Negative Declaration (ND); 
· Zone Change 190 and General Plan Amendment 190 (Project) 

SCH No. 2018031014 

Dear Anu Doravari: 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received a notice of completion 
regarding an ND from The City of California City for the Project pursuant the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines.1 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding 
those activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife. 
Likewise, CDFW appreciates the opportunity to provide comments regarding thqse 
aspects of the Project that CDFW, by law, may be required to carry out or approve 
through the exercise of its own regulatory authority under the Fish and Game Code. 
Although the comment period for your request has passed, CDFW would appreciate if 
you would still consider the following comments. 

CDFWROLE 

CDFW is California's Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those 
resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7, 
subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code,§ 21070; CEQA Guidelines§ 15386, subd. 
(a)). CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, 
and management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically 
sustainable populations of those species (Id.,§ 1802). Similarly, for purposes of CEQA, 
CDFW is charged by law to provide, as available, biological expertise during public 
agency environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related 
activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources. 

1 CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The "CEQA 
Guidelines" are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000. 
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CDFW is also submitting comments as a Responsible Agency under CEQA (Pub. 
Resources Code,§ 21069; CEQA Guidelines,§ 15381). CDFW expects that it may 
need to exercise regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code. For 
example, as proposed, the Project may be subject to CDFW's lake and streambed 
alteration regulatory authority (Fish & Game Code, § 1600 et seq}. Likewise, to the 
extentimplementation of the Project as proposed may result in "take" as defined by 
State law of any species protected under the California Endangered Species Act 
(CESA) (Fish & Game Code, § 2050 et seq.), related a·uthorization as provided by the 
Fish and Game Code will be required. 

CDFW has jurisdiction over actions with potential to result in the disturbance or 
destruction of active nest sites or the unauthorized take of birds. Fish and Game Code 
sections that protect birds, their eggs and nests include, §§ 3503 (regarding unlawful 
take, possession or needless destruction of the nest or eggs of any bird), 3503.5 
(regarding the take, possession or destruction of any birds.,.of.:prey or their nests or 
eggs}, and 3513 (regarding unlawful take of any migratory nongame bird). 

CDFW also has jurisdiction over furbearing mammals pursuant to Title 14, California 
Code of Regulations,§ 460. This Section states, "Fisher, marten, river otter, desert kit 
fox and red fox may not be taken at any time"; th~refore, CDFW cannot authorize their 
take. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

Proponent: Deborah Vaupen 

Objective: The Project is proposing to rezone approximately 3.13 acres of vacant 
desert land from 0/RA Open Space / Residential Agriculture to CS Regional 
Commercial to accommodate a future recreational vehicle sales lot, a convenience 
store, and other retail commercial spaces for rent. 

Location: The Project site is comprised of 3.13 acre vacant land located east of 
California State Route Highway 14 in Section 10, Township 32 South, Range 36 East, 
Latitude 35.1627, Longitude -118.0931 in the City of California City, County of Kern, 
California; Asse$sor's Parcel Number 225-013-25. 

Timeframe: None specified. 

In review of the IS and ND for the Project, CDFW provides the following comments as 
the Project site is within Mojave desert habitat. This habitat type has the potential to 
support the State-listed threatened desert tortoise ( Gopherus agassizii) and Mohave 
ground squirrel (Xerospermophilus mohavensis), the State species of special concern 
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burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia) and American badger (Taxidea taxus), the State 
protected furbearing mammal desert kit fox (Vulpes macrotis macrotis), and Charlotte's 
phacelia (Phacelia nashiana). Therefore, the Project has the potential to significantly 
impact biological resources and the ND does not outline mitigation measures to reduce 
those impacts to biological resources to a level that is less than significant. CDFW 
recommends that additi_onal biological surveys be conducted by a qualified biologist and 
that the results of these surveys be used to inform the analysis of impacts to resources 
and to provision suitable avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures to reduce 
impacts to less than significant levels. 

CDFW recommends that a detailed IS describing the future construction Project, its 
location, its potential impacts, and specific mitigation measures be prepared. If the 
results of that IS indicate significant environmental impacts will occur as a result of 
Project implementation and cannot be mitigated to less than significant levels, a 
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) would not be appropriate. Further, when an 
MND is prepared, mitigation measures must be specific and clearly defined and cannot 
be deferred to a future time. The specifics of mitigation measures may be deferred, 
provided the lead agency commits to mitigation and establishes performance standards 
for implementation, when an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is prepared. 
Regardless of whether an MND or EIR is prepared, CDFW recommends that the 
Project's CEQA document provide quantifiable and enforceable measures as needed 
that will reduce impacts to less than signifi~nt levels. 

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

CDFW offers the comments and recommendations below to assist California City in 
adequately identifying and/or mitigating the Project's significant, or potentially 
significant, direct and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife (biological) resources. As 
requested, CDFW is providing recommendations on the scope and content of the ND 
prepared for the Project. Editori~I comments or other suggestions may also be included 
to improve the document. 

Desert Tortoise: The proposed Project site is within desert tortoise range, a species 
listed as threatened pursuant to CESA, has been documented within one mile of the 
Project site and suitable habitat exists within the Project site (CDFW 2018). Potentially 
significant impacts that may result from Project-related activities include loss of foraging 
habitat, burrow destruction, and direct mortality. Any take of desert tortoise without 
appropriate take authorization would be a violation of Fish and Game Code. 

To evaluc1te potential Project-related impacts, CDFW recommends that a qualified 
wildlife biologist conduct surveys during the appropriate survey period following the 
protocol contained in "Preparing for any action that may occur within the range of the 
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Mojave desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizit)" (USFWS 2010). CDFW advises that 
survey results be submitted to both CDFW and the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS). Consultation with CDFW and USFWS to develop avoidance, 
minimization, and mitigation measures is recommended if surveys indicate the presence 
or potential presence of desert tortoise. If take could occur as a result of Project 
implementation, acquisition of an Incidental Take Permit (ITP) pursuant to Fish and 
Game Code § 2081 (b) is necessary prior to initiating any ground-disturbing activities to 
comply with CESA Alternatively, the Project proponent has the option of assuming 
presence for this species and securing an ITP, which would authorize incidental take of 
State-listed species during Project implementation. 

Mohave Ground Squirrel (MGS): The proposed Project site is within MGS range, a 
species listed- as threatened pursuant to CESA, has been documented within four miles 
of the Project site, and suitable habitat exists within the Project site (CDFW 2018). 
Potentially significant impacts that may result from Project-related activities include loss 
of foraging habitat, burrow destruction, and direct mortality. Any take of MGS without 
appropriate take authorization would be a violation of Fish and Game Code. 

In order to implement full avoidance for MGS, CDFW recommends that a 50-foot 
no-disturbance buffer be employed around all burrows that could be used by MGS. If 
this is not feasible, CDFW advises that a qualified permitted biologist conduct protocol 
surveys for MGS following the methods described in the "Mohave Ground Squirrel 
Survey Guidelines" (CDFG 2003) at all Project-related impact areas during the 
appropriate survey season prior to Project implementation. CDFW recommends that · 
the results of the MGS surveys be submitted to CDFW and that consultation with CDFW · 
occurs to develop avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures. If take could 
occur as a result of Project implemenµition, acquisition of an ITP pursuant to Fish and 
Game Code § 2081 (b) is necessary prior to initiating any ground-disturbing activities to 
comply with CESA. Alternatively, the Project proponent has the option of assuming 
presence for this species and securing an ITP, which would authorize incidental take of 
State-listed species during Project implementation. 

Burrowing Owl: Burrowing owl, a State Species of Special Concern, has been 
documented within three miles of the Project site and suitable habitat exists within the 
Project site (CDFW 2018). Impacts to burrowing owls due to Project activities may 
include adult abandonment of the nest, causing eggs or young to be directly impacted 
(crushed), and/or resulting in reproductive failure. 

To avoid impacts to the species, CDFW recommends that focused surveys be 
conducted following the survey methodology developed by the California Burrowing Owl 
Consortium (CBOC 1993) well in advance of any ground disturbance associated with 
Project construction as well as a 10-day prior to disturbance pre-construction survey 
effort. If any ground-disturbing activities will occur during the burrowing owl nesting 
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season (approximately February 1 through August 31), and potential burrowing owl 
burrows are present within the Project footprint, implementation of avoidance measures 
are warranted. In the event that burrowing owls are found, CDFW's "Staff Report on 
Burrowing Owl Mitigation" (CDFG 2012) (Staff Report) recommends that impacts to 
occupied burrows be avoided by implementation of no-disturbance buffer zones, as 
described in the table below, unless a qualified biologist approved by CDFW verifies 
through non-invasive methods that either: 1) the birds have not begun egg laying and 
incubation; or 2) that juveniles from the occupied burrows are foraging independently 
and are capable of independent survival. 

Location Time of Year 
Level of Disturbance 

Low Med High 
Nestina sites Aoril 1-Auo 15 200m* 500m 500m 
Nesting sites Aug 16-Oct 15 200m 200m 500m 
Nestina sites Oct 16-Mar 31 50m 100m 500m 

* meters (m) 

If the Project proponent proposes to evict burrowing owls that may be present, CDFW 
recommends passive relocation during the non-breeding season only. CDFW 
recommends that the CEQA document describe all avoidance measures that would be 
employed in the event that owls are found on the Project site, as well as methods that 
would be used to evict owls from burrows. CDFW also recommends that the CEQA 
document specify how the impact of evicting owls would be mitigated to a less than 
sig,:iificant level. 

The Staff Report recommends that foraging habitat be acquired and permanently 
protected to offset the loss of foraging and burrow habitat. CDFW also recommends 
replacement of occupied burrows with artificial burrows at a ratio of 1 burrow collapsed 
to 1 artificial _burrow constructed (1 :1) as mitigation for the potentially significant impact 
of evicting a burrowing owl if a biologist knowledgeable with the biology and natural 
history of the species determines that suitable burrows are a potential limiting factor for 
the -species. 

American Badger: American badger, a State Species of Special Concern, has been 
documented within four miles of the Project site and suitable habitat exists within the 
Project site (CDFW 2018). CDFW recommends species-specific focused surveys, 
conducted by qualified biologists, in advance of project implementation in order to 
evaluate if impacts to American badger could occur. Avoidance of American badger 
whenever possible is encouraged via delineation and observing appropriate 
no-disturbance buffers. In addition, CDFW recommends that if a badger is detected 
within a project work area during project activities, it be allowed to move out of the work 



Anu Doravari 
California City 
April 6, 2018. 
Page 6 · 

area of its own volition. If an American badger is found denning on or immediately 
adjacent to a project work area, consultation with CDFW is advised to determine 
whether the animal{s) may be evicted from the den. CDFW recommends fully 
addressing avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures for American badger and 
that these measures be included as enforceable mitigation in the CEQA document. 

Protected Furbearing Mammals: The proposed Project site is within desert kit fox 
range and has potential habitat for the species; as such, the Project has the potential to 
impact this species through direct take and/or destruction of dens. The desert kit fox is 
protected under Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Section 460, which prohibits 
take of the species at any time. CDFW recommends that the avoidance measures 
within the USFWS "Standardized recommendations for protection of the San Joaquin kit 
fox prior to or during ground disturbance" (2011) be followed and that surveys be 
conducted accordingly and prior to commencing any Project-related ground-disturbing 
activities, including temporary use activities. If any active or potential dens are found on 
the Project site during these surveys, consultation with CDFW would be warranted for 
guidance on take avoidance measures for the desert kit fox. 

Special-Status Plant Species: There is potential for special-status plant species to 
occur on or adjacent to the Project site. CDFW recommends that the Project site be 
surveyed for special-status plants by a qualified botanist following the "Protocols for 
Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant Populations and 
Sensitive Natural Communities" (CDFW, 2018). This protocol, which is intended to 
maximize detectability, includes the identification of reference populations to facilitate 
the likelihood of field i!'}vestigations occurring during the appropriate floristic period. In 
the absence of protocol-level surveys being performed, additional surveys might be 
necessary. Further, CDFW recommends that special-status plant species be avoided 
whenever possible by delineation and observing a no-disturbance buffer of at least 50 
feet from the outer edge of the plant population{s) or specific habitat type{s} required by 
special-status plant species. If buffers cannot be maintained, then consultation with 
CDFW may be warranted to determine appropriate minimization and mitigation 
measures for impacts to special-status plant species. If a State-listed plant species is 
identified during botanical surveys, it is recommended that consultation with CDFW be 
conducted to determine permitting needs. 

Nesting Birds: The shrubs and grasses within and i.n the vicinity of the Project site 
likely provides nesting habitat for birds. CDFW encourages Project implementation to 
occur during the avian non-nesting season. In addition to direct impacts, such as nest 
destruction, nests might be affected by noise, vibration, odors, and movement of 
workers or equipment. If Project activities must occur during the breeding season 
(February through mid-September), the Project proponent is responsible for ensuring 
that implementation of the Project does not result in any violation of the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act or relevant Fish and Game Code Sections. 
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Prior to work commencing, including staging, clearing, and grubbing, surveys for active 
nests should be conducted by a qualified wildlife biologist no more than 10 days prior to 
Project commencement and that the surveys be conducted in a sufficient area around 
the work site to identify any nests that are present and to determine their status. A 
sufficient area means any nest within an area that could potentially be affected by the 
Project. Identified nests should be continuously surveyed for the first 24 hours prior to 
any construction-related activities to establish a behavioral baseline. Once work 
commences, all nests should be continuously monitored to detect any behavioral 
changes as a result of the Project. If behavioral changes are observed, the work 
causing that change should cease and CDFW consulted for additional avoidance and 
minimization measures. 

If active nests are found and a monitor is not feasible, CDFW recommends 
implementing a· minimum 250-foot no-disturbance buffer around active nests of 
non-listed bird species and a 500-foot no-disturbance buffer around the nests of 
non-listed raptors until the breeding season has ended, or until a qualified biologist has 
determined that the birds have fledged and are no longer reliant upon the nest or 
parental care for survival. Variance from these no-disturbance buffers may be 
implemi:3nted when there is compelling biological or ecological reason to do so, such as 
when the Project area would be concealed from a nest site by topography. Any. 
variance from these buffers is advised to be supported by a qualified wildlife biologist 
and it is recommended CDFW be notified in advance of implementation of a 
no disturbance buffer variance. 

Streambed Alteration: Ephemeral streams intersect the Project area. Construction 
activities associated with the Project could impact these waterways including, but not 
limited to, temporary changes in grades and drainage patterns, sedimentation and 
pollution resulting from construction activities, and erosion of stockpiles a·nd areas that 
have been cleared and grubbed. As a result, Project activities include potential 

· substantial changes to the bed, bank, and channel of features that are jurisdictional 
pursuant Fish and Game Code§ 1600 et seq., therefore notification is warranted. 
Fish & Game Code§ 1600 et seq. requires an entity to notify CDFW prior to 
commencing any activity that may (a) substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow of 
any river, stream, or lake; (b) substantially change or use any material from the bed, 
bank, or channel of any river, stream, or lake (including the removal of riparian 
vegetation); (c) deposit debris, waste or other materials that could pass into any river, 
stream, or lake. "Any river, stream, or lake" includes those that are ephemeral or 
intermittent as well as those that are perennial. CDFW is required to comply with CEQA 
in the issuance of a Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement. For additional 
information on notification requirements, please contact our staff in the Lake and 
Streambed Alteration Program at (559) 243-4593. · 
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Editorial Comments and/or Suggestions 

CDFW also recommends consulting with USFWS on potential impacts to federally listed 
species including, but not limited to, desert tortoise. Take under the Federal 
Endangered Species Act (FESA) is more broadly defined than CESA; take under FESA · 
also includes significant habitat modification or degradation that could result in death or 
injury to a listed species by interfering with essential behavioral patterns such as 
breeding, foraging, or nesting. Consultation with USFWS in order to comply with FESA 
is advised well in advance of Project implementation. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA 

CEQA requires that information developed in EIRs and NDs be incorporated into a 
database which may be used to make subsequent or supplemental environmental 
determinations (Pub. Resources Code,§ 21003, subd. {e)). Accordingly, please report 
any special status species and natural communities detected during Project surveys to 
the California Natural Diversity Database {CNDDB). The CNNDB field survey form can 
be found at the following link: 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/biogeodata/cnddb/pdfs/CNDDB_FieldSurveyForm.pdf. The 
completed form can be mailed electronically to CNDDB at the following email address: 
CNDDB@wildlife.ca.gov. The types of information reported to CNDDB can be found at 
the following link: http://www.dfg.ca.gov/biogeodata/cnddb/plants _ and_animals.asp. 

FILING FEES 

If it is determined the Project would have an· impact on fish and/or wildlife, an 
assessment of filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of 
Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental 
review by CDFW. Payment of the fee is required in order for the underlying project 
approval-to be operative, vested, and final (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G. 
Code,§ 711.4; Pub. Resources Code,§ 21089). 

CONCLUSION 

CDFW apprecia1es the opportunity to comment on the ND for ~one Change 190 and 
General Plan Amendment 190 to assist the City of California City in identifying and 
mitigating Project impacts on biological resources. CDFW understands that the 
comment period for the Project has closed, however, CDFW is respectfully requesting 
the above recommendations be taken into consideration. 



Anu Doravari 
California City 
April 6, 2018 
Page9 

More information on survey and monitoring protocols for sensitive species can be found 
at CDFW's website (https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Survey-Protocols). 
Questions regarding this letter or further coordination should be directed to Craig Bailey, 
Senior Environmental Scientist (Supervisor), at the address provided on this lettert,ead, 
by telephone at (559) 243.-4014 extension 227, or by electronic mail at 
Craig.Bailey@wildlife.ca.gov. 

Julie A. Vance 
Regional Manager 

cc: Ray Bransfield 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
2493 Portola Road, Suite B 
Ventura, California 93003 
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Consideration of Comments, March 23, 2018 Initial Study, Zone Change to CS & 

Development, APN 225-013-25, SCH No. 2018031014 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) provided a comment letter to the Zone 

Change to CS Regional Commercial for APN 225-013-25 (Project) Initial Study/Mitigated 

Negative Declaration, SCH No. 2018031014, dated April 06, 2018. 

CDFW's concerns were considered along with the proposed mitigated negative declaration 

(MND) as required in Title 14, Section 15074(b). It is found that there is no substantial evidence 

that the project will have a significant effect on the environment. 

CDFW's concerns over protocol surveys being completed by a professional biologist and that 

there would be substantial direct/indirect impacts to desert tortoise, Mohave Ground Squirrel 

(MGS), burrowing owl, American Badger, Protected Furbearing Mammals, Special-Status Plan 

Species, Nesting Birds, and Streambed Alteration are unfounded. The biological resource 

assessment and the Initial Study will adequately ensure that in the unlikely event a sensitive 

species enters the area it is protected from take. 

The biological resource assessment was performed by Mark Hagan, a professional wildlife 

biologist, with over 30 years working with and managing programs for desert tortoise, 

burrowing owl, American badger, MGS, as well as sensitive desert plants. Mr. Hagan is 

knowledgeable of their natural history, the recommended survey protocols, possessed a MOU 

for MGS and trapped and oversaw trapping for MGS, and has surveyed much of the area 

surveyed in California City. 

lastly, it is understood prior to initiation of cultivation activities the cultivator is required to 

submit a lake and Streambed Alteration Notification to CDFW. These steps will be followed at 

the appropriate time. This project is seeking zone change approval only at this time and does 

not expect to have great cumulative impacts. 



Public Hearing 1 
zc 18--02 

Council 
CALIFORNIA CITY 



Table of Contents 
STAFF REPORT ZC 18-02 .................................................................................................................................................... 1 

ORDINANCE NO. 18-764 ................................................................................................................................................. 6 

RESOLUTION NO. 08-18-2749 ........................................................................................................................................ 8 

MAP 08-18-2749 ................................................................................................................................................................. 9 

RESOLUTION NO. 08-18-2750 ......................................................................................................................................... 10 

EXHIBIT B ........................................................................................................................................................................... 12 



STAFF REPORT ZC 18-02 
CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Councilmen 

FROM: Craig Platt, Public Works Director 

MEETING DATE: August 14, 2018 

SUBJECT: Public Hearing to consider recommending approval for Zone Change or ZC 18-02 & General Plan 
Amendment or GP A 18-02 and adopting the Initial Study (IS) and Negative Declaration (ND) for Attil Farms C.E.O 
Haitham Elsaad as forwarded by the Planning Commission at their regular meeting on July 17, 2018. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

City of California City (the "City") review and recommend approval of the following: 

1. ORDINANCE NO 18-764 approving Zone Change 18-02(Attachment 1) 
2. RESOLUTION NO. 08-18-2749 amending the General Plan(Attachment 2) 
3. RESOLUTION NO 08-18-2750 approving the Negative Declaration(Attachment 3) 

BACKGROUND: 

The applicant proposes to rezone 19.14 acres of vacant desert land from Open Space Residential Agriculture 0/RA to Ml 
- Light Industrial and C5 - Regional Commercial Zone to accommodate future industrial medical cannabis facilities in the 
industrial zone and the commercial center will include food type establishments and other ancillary facilities to support 
the industrial facility. The applicant is seeking only zone change approval at this time. 

A. Applicant and Property Owner: 

Attil Farms, C.E.O Elsaad M Haitham, 
456 Nila Lane 
El Cajon, CA 92020 

B. General Location: 

The 19 .14 acre vacant land is located on California City Boulevard, 2.1 miles East of California State Route Highway 14 
bearing Assessor's Parcel Number or APN: 225-091-09 in Section 23, Township 32, Range 36, Latitude 35.1273, 
Longitude -118.0849 in the City of California City, County of Kem, CA 93505. The property lies within the project area 
of the 1988-2028 City of California City Redevelopment Plan and Project Area Environmental Impact Report (EIR) (SCH 
#871109128). The subject property also lies in planning sub-area 2 of the California City General Plan 2009-2028. 

Figure 1 describes the location of the proposed project on a Zoning Map representing surrounding zone designation 
around the proposed "project". 
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C. Existing Zoning & General Plan Designation: (O/RA) - Open Space/Residential Agriculture 
D. Proposed Zoning: (Ml) - Light Industrial & (CS)-Regional Commercial 

Surrounding General Plan & Zoning: 

Direction Zoning Land Use 

North Pacific Coastal Rail Road Tracks Active Rail Road 
South O/RA-Open Space/Residential/Agriculture Vacant 
East O/RA-Open Space/Residential/Agriculture Vacant 
West O/RA - Open Space/Residential/ Agriculture Vacant 

Proiect Description: 

North 

Haitham Elsaad, C.E.O Attil Farms (the "Applicant") is requesting a zone change and general plan from O/RA - Open 
Space Residential Agriculture to M-1 Light Industrial and CS- Regional Commercial for the purpose of creating an Industrial 
facility for cannabis related operations with an ancillary Regional Commercial zone with eateries and similar establishments. 
The applicant has provided a detailed Site Plan describing the intent of the project upon Zone Change approval. 

Figure 2 identifying the proposed "project" with respect to the nearest State Highway. 
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DISCUSSION: 

The proposed "project" is surrounded by 0/RA - Open Space Residential or Agriculture Zone on all sides with the 
exception of the Pacific Coastal Rail Road tracks on the northern boundary. All surrounding parcels are currently vacant. 
The proposed project would provide employment opportunities and ancillary services along the City's major arterial road 
- California City Boulevard. The proximity to the State Highway 14 also attracts customer base from nearby regions 
increasing economic value to the City. The California City Final General Plan 2009-2028 describes the intent of Ml -
Light Industrial Research Zone to be as follows: "land development for restricted, non-intensive manufacturing, 
processing and storage activities which do not have the potential for detrimental impacts on surrounding properties. This 
land use designation also includes uses such as research/office park developments in conjunction with light industrial use 
where such locations are compatible with adjacent residential lands (Establish Ml- Zoning consistency). The 0/RA Zone 
District is limited with regard to the extent of urbanization that may occur. The purpose of the Open Space, ("O") Zone 
District is to provide for the preservation and conservation of unique natural resource lands, protection and preservation of 
unique wildlife resources and habitats, protection against flooding by storm water in flood prone areas and the 
establishment of active and passive recreational uses. The Residential/ Agricultural ("RA") District provides living area 
which combines the advantages of urban and rural location by limiting development to very low density one-family 
dwellings and permitting animals and fowl to be kept for pleasure or hobbies. The Regional Commercial District as 
designated in the General Plan is intended for the exclusive establishment of commercial uses serving the region and 
traveling public and emergency shelters. 

The intent of Resolution No._PC07-17-2017 ZC 18-02 is to amend the General Plan and Zoning map to enable the 
proposed Zone Change 18-02 to be developed as M- l Light Industrial Zone and CS - Regional Commercial with relevant 
development standards. 
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Figure 3 is a conceptual site plan describing the intended proposal for a Cannabis Industrial Park . 
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As a result of the Initial Study or "IS", a Negative Declaration was prepared by the City with a Notice oflntent, which 
was sent to the State Clearinghouse (SCH# 2018051010) and posted for 30 days for public review from May 07, 2018 
through June 07, 2018. The City received comments during the review period from the Lahontan Regional Water Quality 
Control Board ("LRWQCB"), California Department of Fish and Wildlife ("CDFW"), & California Department of 
Transportation ("Caltrans). The comments are included in EXHIBIT B. The project proponent has provided responses to 
the comments received from Public Agencies through a Negative Declaration Letter (EXHIBIT B) will be submitted to 
the State Clearinghouse as part of the Notice of Determination document upon City Council approval. 

The applicant is aware of the mitigation measures and additional surveys requested by CDFW, LRWQCB and concurs to 
produce these studies once the Zone Change request is approved. Since the proponent is seeking zone change approval 
only at this time, it is futile to produce mitigation measures or conduct additional surveys as required by CDFW. The 
project proponent will resubmit the Initial Study upon Zone Change approval and follow mitigations if required at the 
time of submission. The City Council will take into account the response letter provided (EXHIBIT B) before taking 
action on the proposed amendments and environmental determinations considered in Ordinance No 18-764. 

On August 3, 2018 a Notice of Intent to adopt this Negative Declaration, Zone Change and General Plan Amendment was 
published in the Mojave Desert News. Further, property owners owning land within 300' of the project site received a 
notice of this public hearing. A copy of the notice and the mailing list is included in the Negative Declaration document. 
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LIST OF ATTACHMENTS: 

A. Ordinance & Resolutions: 

1. ORDINANCE NO 18-764 approving Zone Change 18-02 
2. RESOLUTION NO. 08-18-2749 amending the General Plan 
3. RESOLUTION NO 08-18-2750 approving the Negative Declaration 

B. EXHIBIT B - Negative Declaration Document 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
ORDINANCE NO. 18-764 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 

REZONING A 19.14 ACRE PARCEL LOCATED ON 

CALIFORNIA CITY BOULEY ARD APPROXIMATELY 2.1 MILES EAST OF 

STATE HIGHWAY 14 FROM OPEN SPACE AGRICULTURE/RESIDENTIAL 

TO LIGHT INDUSTRIAL AND RESEARCH ZONE (Ml) & REGIONAL COMMERCIAL ZONE (CS) 

(Elsaad Property /Zone Change No. 18-02) 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Findings. The council finds, determines and declares: 

a. A duly-noticed public hearing has been conducted by the Planning Commission and by the City Council to consider the 
zone change set forth herein. 

b. This zone change will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts that will not be mitigated to less than 
a significant impact. 

c. This zone change will promote the welfare of the community. 

d. The proposed General Development Plan and Rezone are consistent with and implement the policies of the City of 
California City's General Plan, including the Housing Element. 

e. The land uses, and their density and intensity, allowed in the proposed General Development Plan and 

Rezone are not likely to create serious health problems or create nuisances on properties in the vicinity. 

f. The City Council has considered the effect of the proposed General Development Plan and Rezone on the housing 
needs of the region and has balanced those needs against the public service needs of its residents and available fiscal and 
environmental resources. 

g. The area is physically suited to the uses authorized in the proposed general development plan and zoning. 

h. The proposed General Development Plan and Rezone are compatible with the land uses existing and permitted on the 
properties in the vicinity. 

i. The Planning Commission properly noticed a public hearing for the July 17, 2018 regular Planning Commission 
meeting. 

2. Property Description. The property affected by this ordinance (herein "subject property") is APN 225-091-09. The 
subject property consists of approximately 19.14 acres located on California City Boulevard approximately 2.1 miles east 
of State Highway 14 in Section 23, Township 32, Range 36, Latitude 35.1273, Longitude -118.0849 in the City of 
California City, County of Kem, CA 93505. The property lies within the project area of the 1988-2028 City of California 
City Redevelopment Plan and Project Area Environmental Impact Report (EIR) (SCH #871109128). 

3. Authority. The City Council enacts this ordinance under the authority granted to cities by Article XI, Section 7 of the 
California Constitution. 

4. Zoning Amendment. This Zone Change No. 18-02 hereby rezones the subject property from Open Space 
Residential/Agriculture (O/RA) to light industrial zone (Ml) & (CS) Regional commercial zone, and the City's zoning 
map will be revised accordingly. 

City Council I August 14, 20181 Staff Report ZC 18-02, GPA 18-02 I Attil Farms I 
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5. Negative Declaration. A Negative Declaration of Environmental Impacts prepared for this project has been approved 
via City Council Resolution No. 08-18-2750. The Council finds that there is no reasonable basis to conclude that the zone 
change of the subject property will cause a significant environmental effect that would not be mitigated to a less than 
significant impact. 

6. Severability. If any section, sub-section, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held to 
be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of the Ordinance. City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted the 
Ordinance and each section, sub-section, sentence, clause, phrase or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one 
or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, phrases or portions to be declared invalid or unconstitutional. 

7. Publication. Within 15 days of the passage of this ordinance, the City Clerk shall cause the full text of the ordinance, 
with the names of those City Council members voting for and against the ordinance, to be published in the newspaper of 
official record for the City. In lieu of publishing the full text of the ordinance, the City Clerk, if so directed by the City 
Attorney and within 15 days, shall cause a summary of the ordinance, prepared by the City Attorney and with the names 
of the City Council members voting for and against the ordinance, to be published in the newspaper of official record for 
the City, and shall post in the office of the City Clerk a certified copy of the full text of the ordinance, along with the 
names of those City Council members voting for and against the ordinance. The publication of a summary of the 
ordinance in lieu of the full text of the ordinance is authorized only where the requirements of Government Code section 
36933(c)(l) are met. 

This ordinance was introduced at the City Council meeting of August 14, 2018 by the following vote: 

AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Christian Bettenhausen, City Attorney 

ATTEST: 

Denise Hilliker, City Clerk 
[SEAL] 

Jennifer Wood, Mayor 

City Council I August 14, 2018 I Staff Report ZC 18-02, GP A 18-02 I Attil Farms I 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

RESOLUTION NO. 08-18-2749 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY APPROVING A RESOLUTION 
AMENDING THE GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION OF AN AREA FROM OPEN SPACE 

RESIDENTIAL/ AGRICULTURE TO LIGHT INDUSTRIAL AND RESEARCH AND 
REGIONAL COMMERCIAL ZONE 

(HAITHAM ELSAAD / GP 18-02) 

The City Council of the City of California City does resolve as follows: 

Section 1. A Negative Declaration of Environmental Impacts prepared for this project has been approved via City Council 
Resolution No 08-18-2750. 

Section 2. The City Council of the City of California City finds and determines that 

A. The City Council has considered a General Plan Amendment (GP 18-02) to change the land use designation of a 19.14 
acre parcel located on California City Boulevard approximately 2.1 miles east of State Highway 14 from Open 
Space/Residential to Light Industrial and Research and Regional Commercial. 

B. The City Council has considered the effect of the approval of this General Plan Amendment on the housing needs of 
the region and balanced those needs against the public service needs of its residents and available fiscal and 
environmental resources. 

C. The proposed General Plan Amendment is consistent with the goals and policies of the adopted general plan, including 
the housing element. 

D. The area is physically suited for the land uses allowed by the proposed amendment in terms of topography and 
availability of services. 

E. The circulation and land uses allowed by the proposed amendment are compatible with land uses existing and 
permitted on properties in the vicinity, providing the properties are developed in accordance with the policies and 
requirements of the California City General Plan and applicable zoning and subdivision ordinances. 

F. The circulation and land uses allowed by the proposed amendment, and their intensity, are not likely to create serious 
health problems or nuisances on properties in the vicinity. 

G. The land uses and circulation allowed by the proposed amendment are consistent with and implement the goals and 
policies of the California City General Plan, including the Housing Element. 

Section 3. The City Council approves the General Plan Amendment (GP 18-02), as shown in MAP 08-18-2749, attached 
hereto and by this reference incorporated herein. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this-----~ by the following vote: A YES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

ATTEST: 

Denise Hilliker, City Clerk 
Reso. No. 08-18-2749 

Jennifer Wood, Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO. 08-18-2750 ATTACHMENT 3 

RESOLUTIONOFTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFCALIFORNIA CITY APPROVING A NEGATIVE 

DECLARATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

(Elsaad Property) 

The City Council of the City of California City does resolve as follows: 

WHEREAS, the City of California City's Environmental Coordinator prepared an Initial Study on the project (GP 
Amendment 18-02 and Zone Change 18-02) (the "Project") which identified potentially significant effects of the 
Project; and 

WHEREAS, revisions to and/or conditions placed on the Project, were made or agreed to by the applicant before the 
negative declaration was released for public review, were determined by the environmental coordinator to avoid or 
reduce the potentially significant effects to a level that is clearly less than significant and that there was, therefore, 
no substantial evidence that the Project, as revised and conditioned, would have a significant effect on the 
environment; and 

WHEREAS, a negative declaration of environmental impacts was then prepared, properly noticed, and circulated for 
public review. 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of California City has recommended that the City Council 
approve the negative declaration of environmental impacts. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of California City as follows: 

Section 1. Based on the Initial Study, the revisions and conditions incorporated into the 
Project, and information received during the public review process, the City Council of the City of California City 
finds that there is no substantial evidence that the Project, as revised and conditioned, may have a significant effect 
on the environment. 

Section 2. The negative declaration reflects the independent judgment of the City Council. 

Section 3. All feasible mitigation measures identified in the City of California City General Plan Environmental 
Impact Reports which are applicable to this Project have been adopted and undertaken by the City of California City 
and all other public agencies with authority to mitigate the project impacts or will be undertaken as required by this 
project. 

Section 4. A negative declaration of environmental impacts, attached hereto as Exhibit B and incorporated by this 
reference, is hereby approved for the Project. 

Section 5. The Mitigation Monitoring Program prepared in connection with the Project is hereby approved. 
Section 6. The documents and other materials that constitute the record of proceedings upon which the City Council 
has based its decision are located in the office of the California City Public Works Department, Planning Division, 
21000 Hacienda Boulevard, California City, California 93505. The custodian of these documents and other 
materials is the California City Public Works Director. 

Section 7. Upon approval of the Project by the City Council, the environmental coordinator shall file a Notice of 
Determination with the County Clerk of Kern County and, if the project requires a discretionary approval from any 
state agency, with the State Office of Planning and Research, pursuant to the provisions of section 21152(a) of the 
Public Resources Code and the State EIR Guidelines adopted pursuant thereto. 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED this day ____ by the following vote: A YES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

ATTEST: 

Denise Hilliker, City Clerk 

Resolution No. 08-18-2750 

Jennifer Wood, Mayor 
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EXHIBITB 

Planning Commission Resolution 

Negative Declaration Document 
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EXHIBIT B 
PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. PC 07-17-2018 ZC 18-02 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 
RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY TAKE THE 

FOLLOWING ACTIONS: (1) ADOPT OF INITIAL STUDY & NEGATIVE DECLARATION; (2) ADOPT 
GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT GP- 18-02 TO CHANGE THE GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION FOR 19.14 
ACRE PARCEL LOCATED ON CALIFORNIA CITY BOULEY ARD APPROXIMATELY 2.1 MILES EAST OF 

STATE HIGHWAY 14 FROM OPEN SPACE RESIDENTIAL/AGRICULTURE (0/RA) TO LIGHT 
INDUSTRIAL (Ml) & REGIONAL COMMERCIAL (CS); (3) ADOPT ZONE CHANGE NO. 18-02 

THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY HEREBY RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of CALIFORNIA CITY adopted the 2015-2035 General Plan on June 21, 2016; 

WHEREAS, California Government Code Section 65358(a) authorizes the City Council to amend the General Plan if it 
deemed to be in the public interest; 

WHEREAS, the General Plan is a long-range, comprehensive document that serves as a guide for the orderly development 
ofthe City of CALIFORNIA CITY; 

WHEREAS, by its very natute, the General Plan is subject to update and revision to account for current and future 
community needs; 

WHEREAS, an application was filed by Haitham Elsaad, Attil Farms is requesting approval of the following: 

1. Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND). Certification of the Initial Study- Negative 

Declaration (IS-ND) for the project. 

2. General Plan Amendment GP-18-02. Change the land use designation from 0/RA- Open space/Residential 

or Agriculture District to Ml -Light Industrial & Research and C5 - Regional commercial to allow for an 

Industrial Cannabis facility in the industrial zone and ancillary facilities in the commercial zone. 

3. Rezone ZC 18-02. A rezone to change the zoning classification from 0/RA - Open space/Residential or 

Agriculture District to Ml -Light Industrial & Research and C5 - Regional commercial. 

SECTION 1. FACTS: 

The Planning Commission finds, determines and declares: 

I. A duly-noticed public hearing has been conducted to consider the matter; 

2. Resolution No PC-07-17-2018 18-02 will be forwarded to the City Council for their consideration; 

3. This amendment will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts; 

4. This amendment will promote the welfare of the community; 

5. This amendment is consistent with the general plan and the City's zoning ordinance. 

6. A change in district boundaries shall not be made conditionally. The Planning Commission shall make its 

decision and adopt findings within forty-five ( 45) days following the completion of the public hearing. The 

Commission shall transmit its decision to the City Council. 

1 



SECTION 2. FINDINGS: 

A. Finding: The cumulative effect of all the planning applications have been considered. 

Facts in Support of Findings: The cumulative effects of General Plan Amendment GP-18-02, Zone Change ZC-
18-02 have all been considered. The project required the preparation of an Initial Study/Negative Declaration, which 
discovered no impact due to the Zone Change alone. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City of California City does hereby 

approve the Initial Study, Negative Declaration, and Zone Change 18-02 & General Plan Amendment GPA 18-02 for 

the vacant 19 .14 acre parcel located on California City Boulevard 2.1 miles East of California State Route Highway 

14 bearing Assessor's Parcel Number or APN: 225-091-09 in Section 23, Township 32, Range 36, Latitude 35.1273, 

Longitude-118.0849 in the City of California City, County of Kern, CA 93505. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution was duly passed and adopted by the Planning Commission on the 

17th day of July, 2018 

AYES: Elmes, Trumble and Creighton 

NOES: 

ABSENT: Hogan 

ABSTAIN: 

ATTEST: 

2 



!WARK & WANDA HAGAN - BIOLOGICAL CONSULTATION 

ANU DORA VARI-PLANNING TECH, CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 

CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY - PLANNING DIVISION I 21000, Hacienda Blvd., California City CA 93505 
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~ (160) 373-8$61 

21000 ttl\CIENDA BLVD.· CAUFORNIA OITV, CALIFORNIA 93$0.e 

CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 
NOTICE OF INTENT 

TO ADOPT NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
FOR ZONE CHANGE ZC 18-02 & GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT 18-02 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held by the Planning Commission in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 21000, Hacienda Boulevard, California City, CA 93505, to adopt a Negative 
Declaration and approve Zone Change (ZC-18-02) and General Plan Amendment (GPA -18-02) for Attil 
Farms, Haitham Elsaad, 456 Nila lane, El Cajon, CA 92020. 

DESCRIPTION: The applicant proposes to rezone 19.14 acres of vacant desert land from Open Space 
Residential Agriculture O/RA to Ml - Light Industrial and CS - Regional Commercial Zone to accommodate 
future industrial medical cannabis facilities in the industrial zone and the commercial center will include 
food type establishments and other ancillary facilities to support the industrial facility. The applicant is 
seeking only zone change approval at this time. 

LOCATION: The parcel is located on California City Boulevard and approximately 2.1 miles east of 
California State Highway 14 bearing Assessor's Parcel Number or APN: 225-091-09 in Section 23, Township 
32, Range 36E, Latitude 35.1273, Longitude -118.0849 in the City of California City, County of Kern, CA 
93505. Parcel Map attached as Figure 1. 

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, July 17, 2018, at 6:00 p.m. - Planning Commission Meeting 

ANY PERSON WISHING TO BE HEARD on this matter may appear and speak at the Planning Commission 
meeting or may submit their comments in writing directly to the City either in person/mail or via email 
to planning2@californiacity-ca.gov 

All documents pertaining to this project are available to the public at the California City Planning 
Department or online under Public Works>Planning>lnitial Studies for Review or at link below: 
http:llwww.californiacity-ca.gov/CC/index.php/planning/initial-studies-for-review 

Date: 07-02-2018 
Craig Platt 
Public Works Director 
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225 0910200 
Union Pacific R/R Co 
1400 Douglas St #1610 
Omaha, NE 68179 

225 381 01 00 
E R & Aquitania Fontanilla 
19 Plumtree Tum 
Levittown, PA 19056 

225 394 01 00 
Milo & Brenda Middleton 
PO Box 2483 
California City, CA 93504 

225 394 04 00 
Regie & Erlinda Castro 
945 NE Marwood Dr 
Bremerton, WA 98311 

225 0910800 
40 & Fort Cady LLC 
PO Box 241530 
Los Angeles, CA 90024 

225 3810200 
Jan Albert 
9500 Center St #42 
Carmel, CA 93923 

225 394 02 00 
Milo & Brenda Middleton 
PO Box2483 
California City, CA 93504 

225 394 05 00 
Claudia Weed 
31761 Via Belardes 
San Juan Capo, CA 92675 

Zl./<J-1)2-
225 370 01 00 
Great Western Property Assn 
14937 Ventura Blvd#309 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 

225 3910200 
Gary & Leila Richard 
905 Dessie Pl 
Pomona, CA 91768 

225 394 03 00 
Josefino & Alicia Panganiban 
915 Dessie Pl 
Pomona, CA 91768 

225 394 06 00 
Lu Antonio & Lilian Sia 
3920 14th Av NE 
CALGARY ALAB T2A 7L7 
CANADA 



CEQA 
Transmittal Memorandum 

This form must be completed and attached to each CEQA document filed with the County Clerk. 
1) If notice requires F&W receipt, you must provide a minimum of 3 copies of the document. 
2) If notice does not require F&W receipt, you must provide a minimum of 2 copies of the document. 

TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY 

LEAD AGENCY City of California City 

PROJECT TITLE ---------------------------1 nit i a I Study, Zone Change to M-1 & Development, APN 225-091-09 

PROJECT APPLICANT Haitham Elsaad -------------------------
PHONE NUMBER (filfil _8_5_5_-1_6_3_8 ____ _ 

PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS 456 Nila Lane ----------~-----------
CITY El Cajon STATE CA ZIP CODE 92020 -----
WORK ORDER# --------- • 30wDay Posting • 35-Day Posting • 45-Day Posting 

PHONE NUMBER ( 76() 415-8840 CONTACT PERSON Kaled Tamimi 

CHECK DOCUMENT BEING FILED: 

• Notice of Availability ........ ,., ... , ........................ : .................. H.,•···· .. ·· ............................... u ••• No Fee 

D Notice of fntent ................................................................................................................. No Fee 

• Notice of Preparation ........................................................................................................... No Fee 

D Notice of Pubfic Hearing ......... ., .......................... ., .............................................................. No Fee 

• Other Notrce ------- ............................... ,. ............................................... No Fee 

• Envfronmentaf frnpact Report (Ef.R) .................................................................................. $3070.00 
0 Previously paid (must attach receipt) Receipt Number# _____ _ 
O DFG No Effect Determination (f&W letter must be· attached} .... ,. .............................. No Fee • County Administrative Fee ....................................................... .., ............. , ............. $50.00 

0 Mitigated Negative Oecfaration or Negative Declaration .......................................................... $2210.25 
0 Previoosfy paid (must attach· receipt) Receipt Number# _____ _ 
0 OFG No Effect Detemrinaion (F&W fetter must be attached) ..................................... No Fee 
0 C~ Adn'linistrative. Fee ....................................................................... '"' ............ $50~00 

• Notice of Exemption ....................... .,, . .,. .................................................................................... No Fee 
0 County Administrative Fee"' ......... ,..,., ......................................................................... .$50.0-0 

TOTAL$. --~---
J/t,Addition1l!t Cl)pres to b~riturned to:~..,--.....,..,..-c----~---~--
•Method of ret:um~ 0:Hold b pfok'-up/CaH It O Interoffice Ma:if 

PAYME'Nf' METH®! AU. AWUCJ.\St.E FEES MUST B£ PAID Al TH£ TIM£ Of fft,IHQ 

IJ Ca:th/Mone,y Ord4M' Cl JV -- Otpt Fund .. . ... E%pffltt~ Key ...._. '-'""'·--
IZI Clf.,ck 
Cl C1-.dft Card 



Appendix C 

Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal 
Mail to: State Clearinghouse, P.O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 (916) 445-0613 
For Hand Delive,y/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 SCH# 

Project Title: Initial Study, Zone Change to M-1 and Development APN 225-091-09 

Lead Agency: City of California City 
Mailing Address: 21000 Hacienda Blvd 

Contact Person: Anu Doravari, PlanninA Tech 
Phone: (760) 373-7141 

City: California City Zip: 93505 County: .;..K_e.:.:.rn ___________ _ 

·-------------------------------------------
Project Location: County:_K_er_n __________ City/Nearest Community: .:::.C..::a.::.:lii..:;o.:.:.rn.;;.;ia;:..C=ity'----------
Cross Streets: California City Boulevard and Maverick Streat Zip Code: ____ _ 
Longitude/Latitude (degrees, minutes and seconds): __ 0 __ , __ ,, N / __ 0 __ , __ ,, W Total Acres: 19 -------
Assessor's Parcel No.: APN 225-091-09 Section: 23 Twp.: T32S Range: R36E Base: MDBM 
Within 2 Miles: State Hwy#: 14 Waterways: _n_o _________________ _ 

Aitports: yes Railways: yes Schools: .;..n.:.:.o ______ _ 

--------------------------------------------
Document Type: 

·CEQA: 0 NOP 
0 Early Cons 
0 NegDec 
@ MitNegDec 

Local Action Type: 
0 General Plan Update 
D General Plan Amendment 
D General Plan Element 

0 DraftEIR 
D Supplement/Subsequent EIR 
(Prior SCH No.) _____ _ 
Other: ________ _ 

D Specific Plan 
D Master Plan 

NEPA: 

0 Rezone 

0 NOi • EA 
0 DraftEIS 
0 FONS! 

D Prezone 
0 UsePermit 

Other: D Joint Document 
· D Final Document 
D Other: ------

D Annexation 

D Community Plan 
D Planned Unit Development 
0 SitePlan D Land Division (Subdivision, etc.) 

D Redevelopment 
D Coastal Permit 
D Other: ------

Development Type: 
0 Residential: Units ___ Acres __ _ 
D Office: Sq.ft. Acres ___ Employees.___ 0 Transportation: Type ___________ _ 
D Commercial:Sq.ft. Acres___ Employees.___ 0 Mining: Mineral. _____ _,,,,-=,------• Industrial: Sq.ft. Acres___ Employees_____ D Power: Type ______ MW ____ _ 
D Educational: _________________ D Waste Treatment:Type MGD ____ _ 
D Recreational: D Hazardous Waste:Type D Water Facilit""'ie_s..,,:T.,..yp_e _______ M_G_D __________________ -: @ Other: cannabis growing fa-cl-lily __________ _ 

Project Issues Discussed In Document: 

0 AestheticNisual D Fiscal D Recreation/Parks 
0 Agricultural Land D Flood Plain/Flooding D Schools/Universities 
0 Air Quality . D Forest Land/Fire Hazard D Septic Systems 
@ Archeological/Historical D Geologic/Seismic D Sewer Capacity 
0 Biological Resources @ Minerals O Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading 
D Coastal Zone @ Noise D Solid Waste 
D Drainage/Absoxption D Population/Housing Balance D Toxic/Hazardous 
D Economic/Jobs @ Public Services/Facilities @ Traffic/Circulation 

0 Vegetation 
@ Water Quality 
@ Water Supply/Groundwater 
D Wetland/Riparian 
D Growth Inducement 
@LandUse 
@ Cumulative Effects 
D Other:. _____ _ 

·-------------------------------------------~ 
Present Land Use/ZonlngfGeneral Plan Designation: 

Vacant Desert Land, Zoned O/RA, Controlled Development, Public Parks and Recreation or Public Schools _____ _ 
Project Description: (please use a separate page if necessary) 

Zone Change from O/RA to M-1 and proposed development of a cannabis growing operation. Project will be accomplished in 
3 phases constructing 3 to 4 greenhouses over the next 3 years. California City Boulevard will first be widened to include an 
acceleration lane, and a frontage road along the southern boundary. After road improvements, the first phase of the planned 
unit development will be constructed consisting of two greenhouses in the southern portion of the project site (22,000 sq.ft) 

Note: The State Clearinghouse will as.,ign identi/icalio11 n11mbers for oil new projects. If a SCH number already exists for a project (e.g. Notice of Prepara/1011 or 



Reviewing Agencies Checklist 

Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies below with and "X". 
If you have already sent your document to the agency please denote that with an "S". 

Air Resources Board 

__ Boating & Waterways, Department of 

__ California Highway Patrol 

Caltrans District #9 

Caltrans Division of Aeronautics 
__ Caltrans Planning 

__ Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
__ Coachella Valley Mtns. Conservancy 

Coastal Commission 

Colorado River Board 
__ Conservation, Department of 

__ Corrections, Department of 

Delta Protection Commission 
__ Education, Department of 
__ Energy Commission 
__ Fish & Game Region# __ 

__ Food & Agriculture, Department of 
__ Forestry and Fire Protection, Department of 

General Services, Department of 
__ Health Services, Department of 
__ Housing & Community Development 
__ Integrated Waste Management Board 
__ Native American Heritage Commission 

Local Public Review Period (to be filled In by lead agency) 

Starting Date 05/07/2018 ----------------
Lead Agency (Complete If applicable): 

Consulting Firm: Mark Hagan, Wildlife Biologist 
Address: 44715 17th St East 
City/State/Zip: Lancaster, CA 93535 
Contact: Mark Hagan 
Phone: (661) 433-9956 

__ Office of Emergency Services 

Office of Historic Preservation 

Office of Public School Construction 
__ Parks & Recreation, Department of 

__ Pesticide Regulation, Department of 

Public Utilities Commission 
__ Regional WQCB #_6 __ 

__ Resources Agency 

__ S.F. Bay Conservation & Development Comm. 

__ San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers & Mtns. Conservancy 

__ San Joaquin River Conservancy 

__ Santa Monica Mtns. Conservancy 

State Lands Commission 

SWRCB: Clean Water Grants 
__ SWRCB: Water Quality 
__ SWRCB: Water Rights 

__ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 
__ Toxic Substances Control, Department of 
__ Water Resources, Department of 

Other: ________________ _ 
Other: ________________ _ 

Ending Date _0_6_/0_5/_2_0_18 ___________ _ 

Applicant: City of California City 
Address: 21000 Hacienda Blvd 
City/State/Zip: California City, CA 93505 
Phone: (760) 373-7141 

Signature of Lead Agency Representative: ~-2:::) L ~ Date: '5 ~ 1 ..... 7 OJ 'o 

Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 21161, Public Resources Code. 



Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal 
Initial Study, Zone Change to M-1 and Development APN 225-091-09 

Project Description Continued. 

square feet each, 44,000 square feet total). Estimated date of this construction is 
approximately September 2018. The growing operation, at full build out, will consist of 11 
greenhouses, a retention basin, and area( s) reserved for future industrial or commercial 
development. Commercial development would provide services to the local Attil Fann 
employees and other local residents. Commercial services could include food services 
(sandwich shop), a mini mart, a fitness center, etc. Ten of the greenhouses are proposed to 
be 22,000 square feet and one at 19,470 square feet. Each will include a 4,280 square foot 
cultivation area for potting, trimming, transplanting, and preparation for shipment (head 
house). Water tanks will be used, filled from the public water system using trucks until 
future expansion of the City's water infrastructure is completed. Utility lines are present 
along California City Boulevard providing ready access to electrical power. A retention 
basin will be constructed in the northeast comer of the site. Septic tanks and seepage pits will 
be used for domestic waste. Seepage pits will be dug vertically into the ground (about 4-6ft 
so the soil covers the top of the pit). Any industrial wastes will be directed to an individual 
tank that will be pumped into trucks by a third-party company and shipped to an 
appropriately permitted facility. An 8 foot security fence is proposed to be installed along 
the northern and western boundaries. An 8 foot concrete block wall would be installed along 
the eastern and southern boundaries. A guard station, concrete pad, a pedestrian sally port, 
and a vehicular sally port will be constructed within the southeast comer of the site. An 
additional guard station and pedestrian sally port will be constructed within the northeast 
portion of the site in later phases. The main access driveway will be on Maverick St. close to 
California City Blvd. A 36 foot fire gate will be constructed in the northern portion of the 
project area. Parking areas will be designed according to local California City ordinances. 
Specific details can be viewed on the included SDR Civil Site Plan APN 225-091-09. 



DATE: CASE NO. 
(Issued by Planning Dept.) 

CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
21000 Hacienda Boulevard, California City, CA 93505-2293 

Phone (760) 373-7141, Fax (760) 373-7529 
email: Planning2@CaliforniaCity-ca.gov 

APPLICANT'S INITIAL STUDY 
INITIAL STUDY MUST ACCOMPANY APPLICATION 

1. PROJECT TITLE: Initial Study, Zone Change to M-1 and Development, APN 225-091-09 

2. LEAD AGENCY NAME AND ADDRESS: City of California City, 21000 Hacienda 
Boulevard, California City, California 93505-2293 

3. CONTACT PERSON AND PHONE NUMBER: Anu Doravari, Planning Technician, (760) 
373-7141 

4. PROJECT WCATION: APN 225-091-09, California City, California. The project area is 
located north of California City Boulevard and west of Maverick Street, T32S, R36E, a 
portion of the El/2 of the El/2 of the SWl/4 of Section 23, M.D.B.M. 

5. PROJECT SPONSOR'S NAME AND ADDRESS: 

Haitham Elsaad 
Attil Farms, Inc. 
456 Nila Lane El Cajon Ca 92020 

6. GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: 
Controlled Development, Public Parks and Recreation or Public Schools, in Planning 
Subarea 2 and within the "redevelopment project area boundaries (California City, 2009 -
2028) 

7. ZONING: APN 225-091-09 is currently zoned 0/RA - Open Space Residential/ Agriculture 

8. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Zone Change from 0/RA to M-1 and proposed development 
of a cannabis growing operation. Project will be accomplished in 3 phases constructing 3 to 
4 greenhouses over the next 3 years. California City Boulevard will first be widened to 
include an acceleration lane, and a frontage road along the southern boundary. After road 
improvements, the first phase of the planned unit development will be constructed consisting 
of two greenhouses in the southern portion of the project site (22,000 square feet each, 
44,000 square feet total). Estimated date of this construction is approximately September 
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2018. The growing operation, at full build out, will consist of 11 greenhouses, a retention 
basin, and area(s) reserved for future industrial or commercial development. Commercial 
development would provide services to the local Attil Farm employees and other local 
residents. Commercial services could include food services (sandwich shop), a mini mart, a 
fitness center, etc. Ten of the greenhouses are proposed to be 22,000 square feet and one at 
19,470 square feet. Each will include a 4,280 square foot cultivation area for potting, 
trimming, transplanting, and preparation for shipment (head house). Water tanks will be 
used; filled from the public water system using trucks until future expansion of the City's 
water infrastructure is completed. Utility lines are present along California City Boulevard 
providing ready access to electrical power. A retention basin will be constructed in the 
northeast comer of the site. Septic tanks and seepage pits will be used for domestic waste. 
Seepage pits will be dug vertically into the ground (about 4-6ft so the soil covers the top of 
the pit). Any industrial wastes will be directed to an individual tank that will be pumped into 
trucks by a third-party company and shipped to an appropriately permitted facility. An 8 foot 
security fence is proposed to be installed along the northern and western boundaries. An 8 
foot concrete block wall would be installed along the eastern and southern boundaries. A 
guard station, concrete pad, a pedestrian sally port, and a vehicular sally port will be 
constructed within the southeast comer of the site. An additional guard station and 
pedestrian sally port will be constructed within the northeast portion of the site in later 
phases. The main access driveway will be on Maverick St. close to California City Blvd. A 
36 foot fire gate will be constructed in the northern portion of the project area. Parking areas 
will be designed according to local California City ordinances. Specific details can be 
viewed on the included SDR Civil Site Plan APN 225-091-09. 

9. SURROUNDING LAND USES AND SETTING: The project site is in Planning Sub-area 2 
which is in the central core of the City (General Plan 2009 - 2028). Planning Sub-area 2 
description notes that in addition to other uses it is intended to be an area that "provides 
opportunities for residential, highway-serving commercial, and light industrial land uses 
(General Plan 2009 -2028)." The project site is bound on the east by Maverick Road. East 
of Maverick Road is a residential property. 0/RA zoning extends east for approximately 0.5 
miles (0.4 km) and then changes to M-1 Light Industrial. Immediately south, and north of 
the project site is vacant land zoned 0/RA. Vacant land zoned 0/RA extends west of the 
project site for approximately 1,930 feet (590 m) and then changes to RA, Rural Residential 
that is vacant for 1.0 mile (1.6 km). Immediately to the southwest is vacant land zoned M-2 
Heavy Industrial, and R4, R5 Estate Density Residential. 

10. OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES WHOSE APPROVAL IS REQUIRED (e.g., permits, 
financing approval, or participation agreement). Distribution of this document is appropriate 
to the following agencies: To be provided by the City Planning Department 
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ENVIRONMENT AL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: The environmental factors 
checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving no impacts that are 

. ll . .fi potentia :y sunu 1cant. 
X Aesthetics X Hazards & Hazardous X Public Services 

Materials 
Agriculture Resources X Hydrology/Water Quality Recreation 

X Air Quality X Land Use!Planning X Transportation/Traffic 
X Biological Resources Mineral Resources X Utilities/Service Systems 
X Cultural Resources X Noise X Mandatory Findings of 

Significance 
X Geology/Soils X Population/Housing 

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency). On the basis of this initial 
evaluation: 

I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the 
environment, and a NEGATNE DECLARATION will be prepared. 
I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the 
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the 
project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 
I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, 
and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is reQuired. 
I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or 
potentially significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one 
effect (I) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable 
legal standards, and (2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the 
earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENT AL IMP ACT 
REPORT is reauired, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed. 
I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the 
environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed 
adequately in an earlier BIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable 
standards and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are 
imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 

Signatur~ 

Craig Platt 
Printed Name 
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Planning Director 
Title 
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMP ACTS: 

I) A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are adequately 
supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in its explanation following each question. A 
"No Impact" answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the 
impact simply does not apply to projects like the one involved (e.g. the project falls outside a fault 
rupture zone). A "No hnpact" answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors 
as well as general standards ( e. g. the project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based 
on a project-specific screening analysis). 

2) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, 
cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational 
impacts. 

3) Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the checklist 
answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with 
mitigation incorporated, or less than significant. "Potentially Significant hnpact' is appropriate if there 
is substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are one or more "Potentially 
Significant Impact" entrie~ when the determination is made, an EIR is required. 

4) "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated" applies where the 
incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact" to a 
"Less Than Significant Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly 
explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from Section 
17, "Earlier Analysis," may be cross-referenced). 

5) Earlier analysis may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an 
effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration. 
Section 15063 (c) (3) (D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following: 
{a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review. 
(b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within the 

scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal 
standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the 
earlier analysis. 

(c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated," 
describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier 
document and the extent to which they address the site-specific conditions for the project. 

6) Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for 
potential impacts (e.g. general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or outside 
document should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is 
substantiated. 
7) Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or 
individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion. 
8) This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead 
agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project's 
environmental effects in whatever format is selected. 
9) The explanation of each issue should identify: (a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to 
evaluate each question; and (b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than 
significant. 
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Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

1. Aesthetics:: 
a) Have a substantial adverse X 

effect on a scenic vista? 
The project site is not located next to a state scenic highway and the area is not considered a 
scenic resource. The area along California City Boulevard is already designated to be 
developed in the 2009 - 2028 General Plan, 2.8, item 10. Page 2-13. 

b) Substantially damage scenic X 
resources, including, but not 
limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic 
buildings within a state 
scenic highway? 
There are no designated scenic highways per 
htto://www .dot.ca.gov/hq/Land.Arch/ 16 livability/scenic highways/index.htm 

c) Substantially degrade the X 
existing visual character or 
quality of the site and its 
surroundings? 
The development will change the existing visual character/quality of the site. Project will 
implement the Design/Image Policies detailed in the California City General Plan, page 2-18. 
California City Boulevard is already designated to be developed. See a) above. 

d) Create a new source of X 
substantial light or glare 
which would adversely affect 
day or nighttime views in the 
area? 
The proiect will incoroorate the General Plan's Dark Skv principles, page 2-19 as needed. 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

2. Agriculture Resources: In detennining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant 
environmental etlects, lead agencies may refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site 
Assessment Model ( 1997) prepared by the California Department of Conservation as an optional model to 
use in assessinp; impacts on a~riculture and fannland. Would the project: 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, X 
Unique Farmland, or Farmland 
of Statewide Importance 
(Fannland), as shown on the 
maps prepared pursuant to the 
Farmland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the 
California Resources Agency, 
to non-agricultural use? 
California faw designates cannabis as an agricultural product for Williamson Act purposes. 
CDF A PEIR, Nov 2017, analyzed and concluded there would be no impact and is incorporated 
bv reference (pg 4.2-20). 

b) Conflict with existing zoning X 
for agricultural use, or a 
Williamson Act contract? 
No conflict would occur. California City is allowing cannabis growing operations within M-1 
zoning. In addition the site is currently zoned for agricultural use. 

c) Involve other changes in the X 
existing environment which, 
due to their location or 
nature, could result in 
conversion of Farmland, to 
non-agricultural use? 
Changes could occur by reducing water supplies for other farmers causing them to convert 
farmland to non-agricultural use. This project will be trucking in water and then later obtaining 
water through waterlines or a well. This water will be obtained from the California City Water 
Department or the Mojave Water District. These agencies monitor water supplies for 
development and therefore ensure overuse of groundwater resources is avoided. California 
City has their own aquifer which currently has a surplus of groundwater as it relates to their 
population size and corresponding use. 

Overall note: California City analyzed impacts to Agricultural Resources within EIR 
SCH#87110918 for the California City General Plan, noted in Appendix 7, page 3, last 
paragraph: "The City evaluated all environmental issues recommended by CEQA and the State 
CEQA Guidelines and the Initial Study determined that the project was not likely to result in 
significant impacts to four environmental issues: Agricultural Resources, Mineral Resources, 
Population and Housing, and Recreation." 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

3. Air Quality: Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality 
management or air pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following determinations. Would 
the project: 

a) Conflict with or obstruct 
implementation of the 
applicable air quality plan? 

X 

Construction on the project site will employ best management practices (BMP), be small in its 
overall extent. A water truck and minimal speeds will be employed to minimize dust. Project 
construction will comply with the California City General Plan's, Policies, and Kem County 
Air Pollution Control District (APCD) in implementing the APCD's Air Quality Attainment 
Plan by following all dust control and other rules and measures to mitigate air quality effects 
during new development. California City General Plan, Page 5-38. 

b) Violate any air quality standard X 
or contribute substantially to an 
existing or projected air quality 

. violation? 
District Rule 402 (Fugitive Dust) construction activity located on a site involving 10 or more 
contiguous acres of disturbed surface area, earthmoving activity exceeding a daily volume of 
10,000 cubic yards, or relocating more than 2,500 cubic yards per day ofbuJk materials at least 
3 days per year requires a Fugitive Dust Emission Control Plan (Dust Plan) be submitted to the 
Kem County Air Pollution Control District and approved by the Air Pollution Control Officer 
(APCO} prior to start of construction. 

c) Result in a cumulatively X 
considerable net increase of any 
criteria pollutant for which the 
project region is non-attainment 
under an applicable federal or 
state ambient air quality 
standard (including releasing 
emissions which exceed 
quantitative thresholds for 
ozone precursors? 
Project will adhere to Eastern Kem Air Pollution Control District guidelines at time of 
construction. Agricultural operation sites of IO acres or more are required to submit a 
Conservation Management Practice Plan (CMP Plan) to the District within 180 days IA W 
District Rule 402.2 (Agricultural Operations). The operation will develop and implement an 
Air Quality Management Plan which will include an Odor Management Plan. This plan would 
detail the air ventilation, filtration system, and BMP to be used to prevent odors from 
emanating outside the growing facility. This plan would be circulated with California City and 
East Kern County Air Pollution Control District prior to setting up the growth facility to ensure 
the Plan is acceptable and protective. If.solvents are utilized as part of operations, permits will 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

be required for the processes using them IA W District Rule 201 (Permits Required) and Rule 
210.1 (New and Modified Stationary Source Review). If stationary engines rated at 50-bhp or 
greater are employed for construction or agricultural operations they will either need to be 
permitted or registered with the District. 

d) Expose sensitive receptors to X 
substantial pollutant 
concentrations? 
Activities at the site will not result in a substantial increase in any substantial pollutant 
concentrations. The operation will develop and implement an Air Quality Management Plan 
which will include an Odor Management Plan. This plan would detail the air ventilation, 
filtration system, .and BMP. to be used to prevent odors from emanating outside the growing 
facility. This plan would be circulated with California City and East Kem County Air 
Pollution Control District prior to setting up the growth facility to ensure the Plan is acceptable 
and protective. 

e) Create objectionable odors X 
affecting a substantial 
number of people? 
One single family home is present east of the project site. To protect these residents and any 
future residents in the area The operation will develop and implement an Odor Management 
Plan. This plan would detail the air ventilation, filtration system, and BMP to be used to 
prevent odors from emanating outside the growing facility. This plan would be circulated with 
California City and East Kern County Air Pollution Control District prior to setting up the 
growth facility to ensure the Plan is acceptable and protective. 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

4. Biological Resources: Substantial is defined as considerable importance, size, or worth of 
good quality and condition by Webster and further defined in CEQA as "Whether a fair 
argument can be made that the project may have a significant effect on the environment 
... by examining the whole record .... " Significant as defined in CEQA is "substantial or 
potentially substantial adverse change." 

a) Have a substantial adverse X 
effect, either directly or through 
habitat modifications, on any 
species identified as a 
candidate, sensitive, or special 
status species in local or 
regional plans, policies, or 
regµlations, or by the California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife or U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service? 
As per the Biological Resource Assessment of APN 225-091-09, California City, California, 
Feb 2018, this project is not expected to result in a significant adverse impact to biological 
resources. No sensitive plants or habitat have been observed. Two desert kit fox dens and scat 
were observed. The dens could be used by burrowing owls. No desert kit fox or burrowing 
owls were observed on the study site. To ensure these species will not be impacted by 
development surveys will be accomplished prior to development. If these species are found to 
be present at that time the "U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Standardized Recommendations for 
Protection of the Endangered San Joaquin Kit Fox Prior to or During Ground Disturbance, 
January 2011" will be used as a guideline for addressing desert kit fox issues. Guidance 
outlined in the CDFW 2012 "Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation" will be used to 
address burrowing owl issues within the site. 

b) Have a substantial adverse X 
effect on any riparian habitat 
or other sensitive natural 
community identified in local 
or regional plans, policies, 
regulations or by the 

. California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife or US Fish 
and Wildlife Service? 
There is no riparian habitat or sensitive natural community present on the project site. 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

c) Have a substantial adverse X 
effect on federally protected 
wetlands as defined by 
Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act (including, but not 
limited to, marsh, vernal 
pool, coastal, etc.) through 
direct removal, filling, 
hydrological interruption, or 
other means. 
There are no wetlands within the pro_ject site 

d) Interfere substantially with X 
the movement of any native 
resident or migratory fish or 
wildlife species or with 
established native resident or 
migratory wildlife corridors, 
or impede the use of native 
wildlife nurserv sites? 
This project will not interfere with the movement of fish or wildlife species, migratory 
corridors, or wildlife nursery sites. 

e) Conflict with any local X 
policies or ordinances 
protecting biological 
resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or 
ordinance? 
There are no local policies or ordinances protecting biolo~ical resources. 

f) Conflict with the provisions X 
of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation 
Plan, or other approved local, 
regional, or state habitat 
conservatiQn ohm? 
This project site is not within any approved Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or any other local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan. 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

5.CULTURAL 
RESOURCES. 

a) Cause a substantial adverse X 
change in the significance of 
a historical resource as 
defined in§ 15064.5? 
Minor surface scatter ( cans, wood, blocks) were observed within the northern portion of the site 
but no indication of significant archeological resources. If more than this surface scatter is 
found during excavation, all work will be suspended until the area has been thoroughly 
examined. Such discoveries may result in delays in development while negotiating mitigation 
with overseeing governmental agencies or an Archeological Phase 1 may be accomplished 
prior to subsequent Project Phases 2 and 3. 

b) Cause a substantial adverse X 
change in the significance of 
an archaeological resource 
pursuant to§ 15064.5? 
Minor surface scatter (cans, wood, blocks) were observed within the northern portion of the site 
but no indication of significant archeological resources. If more than this surface scatter is 
found during excavation, all work will be suspended until the area has been thoroughly 
examined. Such discoveries may result in delays in development while negotiating mitigation 
with overseeing governmental agencies or an Archeological Phase 1 may be accomplished 
prior to subsequent project phases 2 and 3. 

c) Directly or indirectly destroy X 
a unique paleontological 
resource or site or unique 
geologic feature? 
No indication of a paleontological resource was observed on the project site. If a unique site 
or unique geologic feature is found during excavation, all work will be suspended until the area 
has been thoroughly examined. Such discoveries may result in delays in development while 
negotiating mitigation with the overseeing governmental agencies. 

d) Disturb any human remains, X 
including those interred 
outside of dedicated 
cemeteries? 
No indication of human remains was observed on the project site. If human remains are found 
during excavation, all work will be suspended until the area has been thoroughly examined. 
Such discoveries may result in delays in development as each project applicant must 
individually negotiate mitigation with the overseeing governmental agencies. 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

6. Geoloi:?Y and Soils 
a) Expose people or structures X 

to potential substantial 
adverse effects,. including the 
risk of loss, injury, or death 
involving earthquake faults, 
strong seismic-related 
ground shaking, seismic-
related ground failure, 
including liquefaction, or 
landslides 
The Muroc Fault traverses the southeastern portion of the City. This fault has not demonstrated 
Holocene movement during the past 11,000 years and, therefore, is not classified as an active 
or potentially active fault (reference page 6-3 of the City's General Plan, source Geological 
Hazards Study, April 2003). However, seismic ground shaking, seismic-related ground failure, 
including liquefaction could occur without warning in any location in the state of California. 
General Plan 2009 - 2028, Initial Study, Page 12 

b) Result in substantial soil X 
erosion or the loss of topsoil? 
Landscaping design will be incorporated using native plants to the maximum extent feasible as 
recommended in the Biological Resource Assessment (biota study). Also the City's Zoning 
Code and General Plan (Page 2-17) recommends xeriscaping using drought-tolerant plants and 
trees to minimize loss of topsoil or soil erosion. 

c) Be located on a geologic unit X 
or soil that is unstable, or that 
would become unstable as a 
result of the project, and 
potentially result in on- or 
off-site landslide, lateral 
spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction or collapse? 
Proiect site is in a fairly level, stable geological area. 

d) Be located on expansive soil, X 
as defined in Table 18-l-B of 
the Uniform Building Code 
(1994), creating substantial 
risks to life or property? 
The project will be engineered to comply with the California State Building Codes and 
pursuant City Building Codes. 

e) Have soils incapable of X 
adequately supporting the 
use of septic tanks or 
alternative waste water 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

disposal systems where 
sewers are not available for 
the disposal of waste water? 
Currently no soil evaluation has been accomplished to determine the feasibility of using a 
septic system. Further work will be accomplished and plans designed by an engineering finn 
for appropriate operation. If within the evaluation process a septic system is found to not be 
feasible porta potties will be installed and waste removed by a professional company. 



7. Hazards and Hazardous 
Materials 

Potentially 
Significant 
Impact 

Less than Less Than 
Significant Significant 
with 
Mitigation 
Incorporated 

a) Create a significant hazard to X 
the public or the environment 
through the routine transport, 
use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials? 

No 
Impact 

CDF A Cal Cannabis PEIR, Nov 2017 is incorporated by reference (page 4. 7-17, 18). As stated in 
the PEIR: The project cultivators would be required to store, use, and dispose of hazardous 
materials in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. Depending on the amount of hazardous 
materials used for power equipment or any generators the project may be required to prepare an 
Hazardous Materials Business Plan (HMBP) and/or Hazardous Materials Management Plan (HMMP). 
Additionally, licensees would be required to comply with OSHA and Cal/OSHA requirements, such as 
maintaining Safety Data Sheets for each chemical they use and providing personal protective 
equipment, as necessary, to protect the health of workers. Compliance with existing laws and 
regulations related to transport, use, and disposal of hazardous materials would avoid creating a 
substantial hazard to the public. Therefore, this impact would be less than significant. 
b) Create a significant hazard to X 

the public or the environment 
through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and 
accident conditions involving 
the release of hazardous 
materials into the 
environment? , 

CDFA CalCannabis PEIR, Nov 2017 is incorporated by reference (page 4.7-18). As stated in the PEIR: 
Cultivation activities will comply with existing laws regarding storage and use of hazardous materials. 
California Health and Safety Code provisions and the CalARP program would require any cannabis 
cultivation facility storing more than a threshold quantity of regulated substances to prepare an 
HMBP and/or Risk Management Plan. These plans would include emergency response procedures to 
coordinate response in the event of a release and chemical accident prevention measures. With 
adherence to existing hazardous materials laws, the risk of accidental releases of hazardous materials 
from cultivation activities that could cause substantial hazards is considered low. In general, cannabis 
cultivation would not make intensive use of hazardous materials. Project cultivators will comply with 
all federal, State, and local laws and ordinances regarding the use and storage of hazardous materials. 
Therefore, the risk of accidental releases of hazardous materials from lawful cannabis cultivation 
operations would be lower than many other ongoing activities in the state, including existing 
unpermitted cannabis cultivation activities. Therefore, this impact would be less than significant 
c) Emit hazardous emissions or X 

handle hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials, 
substances, or waste within 
one-quarter mile of an 
existing or proposed school? 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

No schools are in the area. 

d) Be located on a site which is X 
included on a list of 
hazardous materials sites 
compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 
65962.5 and, as a result, 
would it create a significant 
hazard to the public or the 
environment? 
Not applicable 

e) For a project located within X 
an airport land use plan or, 
where such a plan has not 
been adopted, within two 
miles of a public airport or 
public use airport, would the 
project result in a safety 
hazard for people residing or 
working in the project area? 
Not applicable. The nearest airport is more than 4.5 miles to the northeast. 

f) For a project within the X 
vicinity of a private airstrip, 
would the project result in a 
safety hazard for people 
residing or working in the 
project area? 
There are no private airstrips within the jurisdictional boundaries of the City, General Plan, 
2009 - 2028, page 12. 

g) Impair implementation of or X 
physically interfere with an 
adopted emergency response 
plan or emergency 
evacuation plan? 
Phase 1 of this project is estimated to increase traffic by 4 cars a day and 1 truck a month, and 
20 cars a day, and· 3 trucks a month at full buildout. This is not a level that would be expected 
to impair implementation of the emergency evacuation plan. The estimated number of cars 
would increase if and when the commercial center is developed. This issue should be re-
evaluated when and if the commercial center is developed. 

h) Expose people or structures to a X 
-



significant risk of loss, injury or 
death involving wildland fires, 
including where wildlands are 
adjacent to urbanized areas or 
where residences are intermixed 
with wildlands? 

Potentially 
Significant 
Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

CDFA CalCannabis PEIR, Nov 2017 is incorporated by reference (page 4.7-21 to 23). As stated in 
the PEIR : This project will adhere to State and local building, electrical, and fire codes. The local 
fire department has been notified of the cultivation site through the City's planning process (such 
as SDR) to ensure that local firefighters are aware of the risks posed by cannabis cultivation 
operations so they may respond more effectively and safely. Existing laws, such as requirements 
for maintenance of defensible space around structures [ wildland protection J, and implementation of 
environmental protection measures specified in the cannabis regulations potential impacts will be 
reduced. The facility will comply with building, electrical, and fire codes, which would require 
installation of fire suppression systems, where appropriate. With the combination of State and local 
regulations and protective measures, fire risk from indoor grow operations to surrounding areas 
and to firefighters will be reduced to a less-than-significant level. 



8. Hydrology and Water 
Quality 

Potentially 
Significant 
Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

a) Violate any water quality X 
standards or waste discharge 
requirements? 
Project will obtain any waste discharge permits required for construction and comply with all 
State Water Resources Control Board policies and directives. 

b) Substantially deplete X 
groundwater supplies or 
interfere substantially with 
groundwater recharge such that 
there would be a net deficit in 
aquifer volume or a lowering of 
the local groundwater table 
level (e.g., the production rate 
of preexisting nearby wells 
would drop to a level which 
would not support existing land 
uses or planned uses for which 
permits have been J.mlllted)? 
The water use for this project is considered an insignificant increase for the city. All water will 
be provided by the City of California Water Department or Mojave Water District by trucking 
it to the site and filling water tanks. The first year water use estimate is 980,000 gallons. 
When the entire operation is completed water use would be estimated at 5,390,000 gallons per 
year. The project's projected usage is equal to adding approximately 80 individuals to the 
population using an average of 66,795 gals of water per year ( 183 gallons per day). The 
watering systems for cultivation will incorporate recycling. The cannabis policy for indoor 
cultivation adopted October 17, 2017 by the State Water Resources Control Board will be 
implemented. 

c) Substantially alter the X 
existing drainage pattern of 
the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the 
course of a stream or river, in 
a manner which would result 
in substantial erosion or 
siltation on- or off-site? 
There is no stream or river on the study site. There is a manmade channel in the north portion 
of the site with no streambed (ephemeral or perennial) indicators. Drainage within the site will 
be addressed by the engineering firm. A retention basin is to be constructed in the northern 
portion of the study site. 

d) Substantially alter the X 
existing drainage pattern of 
the site or area, including 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

through the alteration of the 
course of a stream or river, or 
substantially increase the rate 
or amount of surface runoff 
in a manner which would 
result in flooding on/off-site? 
There are no substantial drainage patterns on the project site. What is there will be engineered 
into a retention basin in the northern portion of the site. 

e) Create or contribute runoff X 
water which would exceed 
the capacity of existing or 
planned stormwater drainage 
systems or provide 
substantial additional sources 
of polluted runoff? 
There could be an increase in runoff due to impermeable surfaces but not substantial. 

f) Otherwise substantially X 
dero-ade water quality? 
No degradation of water qualit v is expected from this proiect. 

g) Place housing within a 100- X 
year flood hazard area as 
mapped on a federal Flood 
Hazard Boundary or Flood 
Insurance Rate Map or other 
flood hazard delineation 
map? 
Not aoolicable. 

h) Place within a 100-year flood X 
hazard area structures which 
would impede or redirect 
flood flows? 
This site is not within a 100-year flood hazard area based on FEMA maps available on Kern 
County Tax Assessor GIS mao ping. 

i) Expose people or structures X 
to a significant risk of loss, 
injury or death involving 
flooding, including flooding 
as a result of the failure of a 
levee or dam? 
No, this site is not within a l 00-year flood hazard area based on FEMA maps available on Kem 
County Tax Assessor GIS maoDing. 

j) Inundation by seiche, X 
tsunami, or mudflow? 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Not applicable. 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

9. Land Use and Plannine: 
a) Physically divide an X 

established community? 
Not applicable. There is no ad·acent communitv-. 

b) Conflict with any applicable X 
land use plan, policy, or 
regulation of an agency with 
jurisdiction over the project 
(including, but not limited to 
the general plan, specific 
plan, local coastal program, 
or zoning ordinance) adopted 
for the purpose of avoiding 
or mitigating an 
environmental effect? 
The project area complies with the California City General Plan, 2009 - 2028. 

c) Conflict with any applicable X 
habitat conservation plan or 
natural community 
conservation plan? 
The project area is not within any habitat conservation plan or natural community conservation 
plan. 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

10. Mineral Resources 
a) Result in the loss of X 

availability of a known 
mineral resource that would 
be of value to the region and 
the residents of the state? 
There are no known mineral resources or mineral resource recovery sites in the City according 
to the California City General Plan, Page 5-23. 

b) Result in the loss of X 
availability of a locally 
important mineral resource 
recovery site delineated on a 
local general plan, specific 
plan or other land use plan? 
There are no known mineral resources or mineral resource recovery sites in the City according 
to the California City General Plan, Page 5-23. 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

11. Noise 
a) Exposure of persons to or X 

generation of noise levels in 
excess of standards 
established in the local 
general plan or noise 
ordinance, or applicable 
standards of other agencies? 
Construction will comply with City standards. Once in operation the indoor farming operation 
would not generate excessive noise. The site is positioned adjacent to rail road tracks along the 
northern boundary and a high speed corridor on the southern boundary. 

b) Exposure of persons to or X 
generation of excessive 
ground borne vibration or 
ground borne noise levels? 
This project is not expected to generate excessive ground borne vibration or noise. The site is 
positioned adjacent to rail road tracks along the northern boundary and a high speed corridor on 
the southern boundary. 

c) A substantial permanent X 
increase in ambient noise 
levels in the project vicinity 
above levels existing without 
the project? 
No substantial increase in ambient noise would be expected occur from this operation. The site 
is positioned adjacent to rail road tracks along the northern boundary and a high speed corridor 
on the southern boundarv. 

d) A substantial temporary or X 
periodic increase in ambient 
noise levels in the project 
vicinity above levels existing 
without the project? 
Substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels during activities would 
occur. Noise levels during construction as well as noise levels from workers arriving and 
leaving work would be higher over a periodic and short time basis but not substantial. The site 
is positioned adjacent to rail road tracks along the northern boundary and a high speed corridor 
on the southern boundary. 

e) For a project located within X 
an airport land use plan or, 
where such a plan has not 
been adopted, within two 
miles of a public airport or 
public use airport, would the 
project expose people 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
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residing or working in the 
project area to excessive 
noise levels? 
The project site is located 4.5 miles of the California City Airport. 

f) For a project within the X 
vicinity of a private airstrip, 
would the project expose 
people residing or working in 
the project area to excessive 
noise levels? 

No. There are no private airstrips within the jurisdictional boundaries of the City, California 
City General Plan, 2009 - 2028, page 12. 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant. Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

12. Population and Housine 
a) Induce substantial population X 

growth in an area, either 
directly (for example, by 
proposing new homes and 
businesses) or indirectly (for 
example, through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure)? 
No appreciable population growth would be ex !)ected from this development. 

b) Displace substantial numbers X 
of existing housing, 
necessitating the construction 
of replacement housing 
elsewhere? 
No housing would be displaced due to this project. There is no existing housing upon the site. 

c) Displace substantial numbers X 
of people, necessitating the 
construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere? 
No people would be displaced due to this project. 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

13. Public Services: Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the 
provision of new or physically altered government facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental 
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable 
service ratios, response times or other performance obiectives for any of the public services: 

a) Would the project result in X 
substantial adverse physical 
impacts associated with the 
provision of new or 
physically altered 
governmental facilities, need 
for new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, the 
construction of which could 
cause significant 
environmental impacts, in 
order to maintain acceptable 
service ratios, response times 
or other performance 
objectives for any of the 
public services: 
This proiect is relatively small in nature. 
Fire orotection X 
This project will be implementing requirements by the California City Fire Department, to 
include upgrading Maverii::k Street, providing fire truck access, etc. Response time for the Fire 
Department is estimated to be IO minutes based on discussion with Chief Goodell at the Fire 
Deoartment. 
Police protection X 
The area will be secured with 8 foot fencing and 8 foot block walls, security guard station, and 
no public access. Response time is dependent on a number of factors. The response time is 
estimated to be 10 minutes based on discussion with California City Police Department, 
Dispatch. 
Schools, parks, other public X 
facilities 
This facility will not significantly increase a demand for these facilities. It is projected only 20 
emolovees will be at the site. 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
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14. Recreation 
a) Would the project increase X 

the use of existing 
neighborhood and regional 
parks or other recreational 
facilities such that 
substantial physical 
deterioration of the facility 
would occur or be 
accelerated? 

This facility will not significantly increase a demand for these facilities. It is projected only 20 
employees will be at the site. 

b) Does the project include X 
recreational facilities or 
require the construction or 
expansion of recreational 
facilities which might have 
an adverse physical effect 
on the environment? 

The project does not include recreational facilities or require construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities. It is projected only 20 employees will be at the site at full build out. 



15. Transportation/Traffic 
a) Cause an increase in traffic 

which is substantial in 
relation to the existing 
traffic load and capacity of 
the street system (i.e. result 
in a substantial increase in 
either the number of vehicle 
trips, the volume to capacity 
ratio on roads, or congestion 
at intersections)? 

Potentially 
Significant 
Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

X 

A substantial increase in traffic is not expected. Phase I of this project is estimated to increase 
traffic by 4 cars a day and I truck a month, and 20 cars a day, and 3 trucks a month at full 
buildout. The estimated number of cars would increase if and when the commercial center is 
developed. This issue should be re-evaluated when and if the commercial center is developed. 
Widening California City Boulevard, developing an acceleration lane, and a new tum lane will 
eliminate any expected traffic impacts. California City Boulevard is a high speed corridor as 
well as an evacuation route. The project proponents will engineer the road improvements per 
California City General Plan, local City ordinances, and the Caltrans design guidelines/ 
requirements for high speed corridors. 

b) Exceed, either individually X 
or cumulatively, a level of 
service standard established 
by the county congestion 
management agency for 
designated roads or 
highways? 

Phase 1 of this project is estimated to increase traffic by 4 cars a day and l truck a month, and 
20 cars a day, and 3 trucks a month at full buildout. This is not a level that would be expected 
to exceed the level of service standard developed within the California City General Plan. 
Widening California City Boulevard, developing an acceleration lane, and a new turn lane will 
eliminate any expected traffic impacts. California City Boulevard is a high speed corridor as 
well as an evacuation route. The estimated number of cars would increase if the commercial 
center is developed. This issue should be re-evaluated if the commercial center is developed. 

c) Result in a change in air X 
traffic patterns, including 
either an increase in traffic 
levels or a change in 
location that results in 
substantial safety risks? 
No change in air traffic would occur. 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
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d) Substantially increase X 
hazards due to a design 
feature ( e.g., sharp curves or 
dangerous intersections) or 
incompatible uses ( e.g., 
farm equipment)? 
Widening California City Boulevard, developing an acceleration lane, and a new tum lane will 
eliminate any expected traffic impacts and to prevent any hazards. 

e) Result in inadequate 
emergency access? 

X 

This project is not expected to result in inadequate emergency access. Traffic into and out of 
the area will be low. Phase 1 of this project is estimated to increase traffic by 4 cars a day and 
l truck a month, and 20 cars a day, and 3 trucks a month at full buildout. This is not a level 
that would be expected to impair implementation of the emergency evacuation plan. The 
estimated number of cars would increase if and when the commercial center is developed. 
This issue should be re-evaluated when and if the commercial center is developed. Ingress 
and egress roads are being designed in coordination with the City, Fire Department, and in 
compliance with the California City General Plan. This area was planned for development 
within the California City General Plan. Fire access roads are incorporated into the 
development of the project. Maverick Street, the main access road, will be upgraded and 
paved to Fire Department standards. 

f) Conflict with adopted 
policies, plans, or programs 
regarding public transit, 
bicycle, or pedestrian 
facilities, or otherwise 
decrease the performance or 
safety of such facilities? 
This project does not conflict with public transit plans. 

X 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
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16. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a Tribal cultural resource, defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature, 
place, cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred 
place, or object with cultural value to a California Native American Tribe, and that is: 

a) Listed or eligible for listing X 
in the California Register of 
Historical Resources, or in a 
local register of historical 
resources as defined in 
Public Resources Code 
section 5020. l (k) 

If a tribal cultural .item, place, or other resource is found during excavation/construction, all 
work will be suspended until the area has been thoroughly examined. The City's Final Housing 
Element 20 I 5-2023 discusses the importance of historical and cultural resources, and 
incorporates by reference BIR SCH# 1987110918 the 1988-2028 Redevelopment Agency Plan 
Project Area. 

b) A resource determined by 
the lead agency, in its 
discretion and is supported 
by substantial evidence, to 
be significant pursuant to 
criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code section 
5024 .1. In applying the 
criteria set forth in 
subdivision ( c) of Public 
Resources Code section 
5024.1 for the purposes of 
this paragraph, the lead 
agency shall consider the 
significance of the resource 
to a California Native 
American Tribe. 

X 

If a tribal cultural item, place, or other resources is found during excavation/construction, all 
work will be suspended until the area has been thoroughly examined: The City's Final 
Housing Element 2015-2023 discusses the importance of historical and cultural resources, and 
incorporates by reference BIR SCH# 1987110918, the 1988-2028 Redevelopment Agency 
Plan Project Area. 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
Significant Significant Significant Impact 
Impact with 

Mitigation 
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17. Utilities and Service 
Systems 

a) Exceed wastewater X 
treatment requirements of 
the applicable Regional 
Water Quality Control 
Board? 
Initially the project will use septic tanks and seepage pits for domestic waste following all 
requirements of the State Water Resources Control Board. If it is discovered that development 
of a septic tank system is not feasible due to soils or inability to me requirements portable 
toilets will be used and maintained by a professional operator. A public sewer system is 
expected to be constructed for the 2nd and later phases of the project. The system will be 
constructed within existing or proposed public road right of ways. Industrial waste that may 
be generated by the project will be sent to an individual tank, pumped by a third party 
company and sent to an appropriately permitted facility. 

b) Require or result in the X 
construction of new water or 
wastewater treatment 
facilities or expansion of 
existing facilities, the 
construction of which could 
cause significant 
environmental effects? 
No new or expanded facilities will be required. Wastewater generated is projected to be 9,900 
gallons a month at the start of the operation growing to 54,450 gallons a month at full build 
out. 

c) Require or result in the X 
construction of new storm 
water drainage facilities or 
expansion of existing 
facilities, the construction of 
which could cause 
significant environmental 
effects? 
No silmificant drainage facilities are required nor expansion of existing facilities. 

d) Have sufficient water X 
supplies available to serve 
the project from existing 
entitlements and resources, 
or are new or expanded 
entitlements needed? 
The California City Water Department is in discussion with the Mojave Water District to 
determine who will service this site. Until that is resolved and the water line constructed, 



Potentially Less than Less Than No 
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water will be trucked in. This is not considered to be a significant impact to the utility 
infrastructure. The California City General Plan indicates development and expansion of 
facilities into this area was desired and expected. 

e) Result in a determination by X 
the wastewater treatment 
provider which serves or 
may serve the project that it 
has adequate capacity to 
serve the project's projected 
demand in addition to the 
provider's existing 
commitments? 
The impact will be minimal given the size of this project. 

f) Be served by a landfill with X 
sufficient permitted capacity 
to accommodate the 
project's solid waste 
disposal needs? 
The impact on the existing landfill will be minimal given the size of the operation. 

g) Comply with federal, state, X 
and local statutes and 
regulations related to solid 
waste? 
Project will comply with all federal, state, and local statutes and regulations. 



18. Mandatory Findings of 
Shwificances 

Potentially 
Significant 
Impact 

Less than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than No 
Significant Impact 

a) Does the project have the X 
potential to degrade the quality 
of the environment, 
substantially reduce the habitat 
of a fish or wildlife species, 
cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to 
eliminate a plant or animal 
community, reduce the number 
or restrict the range of a rare or 
endangered plant or animal or . 
eliminate important examples 
of the major periods of 
California history or 
prehistorv? 
Project will not substantially reduce habitat, wildlife populations, restrict the range of rare/ 
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California 
history or prehistory. The biological value of the current site is low. 

b) Does the project have impacts X 
that are individually limited, 
but cumulatively considerable? 
("Cumulatively considerable" 
means that the incremental 
effects of a project are 
considerable when viewed in 
connection with the effects of 
past projects, the effects of 
other current projects, and the 
effects of probable future 
oroiects)? 
There are no expected cumulatively considerable impacts from this project. Environmental 
studies, biological studies, etc. are being required to ensure environmental and natural 
resources are being considered. This project has a small footprint and low to no impact on 
resources. Very few facilities (such as solar), and only one cannabis facility is in operation at 
this time limiting any cumulatively considerable effects within California City at this time. 

c) Does the project have X 
environmental effects which 
will cause substantial 
adverse effects on human 
beings, either directly or 
indirectly? 

There are no expected cumulatively considerable impacts from this project. Environmental 
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studies, biological studies, etc. are being required to ensure environmental and natural resources 
are being considered. This project has a small footprint and low to no impact on resources. Very 
few facilities (such as solar), and only one cannabis facility is in operation at this time limiting any 
cumulatively considerable effects due to development within California Citv at this time. 
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Biological Resource Assessment of APN 225-091-09, California City, California 

Mark Hagan, Wildlife Biologist, 44715 17th Street East, Lancaster, CA 93535 

Abstract 

Development has been proposed for APN 225-091-09, California City, California. The 
approximately 19 acre (7.6 ha) study area was located north of California City Boulevard and 
west of Maverick Street, T32S, R36E, a portion of the El/2 of the El/2 of the SWl/4 of Section 
23, M.D .B.M. A line transect survey was conducted on 27 January 2018 to inventory biological 
resources. The proposed project area was characteristic of a creosote bush (Larrea tridentata) 
scrub plant community. A total of twenty-three plant species and eighteen wildlife species or 
their sign were observed during the line transect survey. No desert tortoises ( Gopherus 
agassizii) or their sign were observed within the study area. Suitable desert tortoise habitat 
appeared to be present within and adjacent to the study site. No Mohave ground squirrels 
(Xerospermophilus mohavensis) were observed or audibly detected during the field survey. The 
habitat within the study area did not appear suitable to support Mohave ground squirrels. No 
burrowing owls (Athene cunicularia) or their sign were observed within the study area. 
California ground squirrel burrows ( Citellus beecheyi) were observed within the study area. No 
desert kit foxes (Vulpes macrotis) were observed within the study site. Desert kit fox dens and 
scat were observed within the study site. No sensitive plants, specifically, alkali mariposa lily 
(Calochortus striatus), desert cymopterus (Cymopterus deserticola), and Barstow woolly 
sunflower (Eriophyllum mohavense) are expected to occur within the study area due to lack of 
suitable habitat. Prairie falcons (Falco mexicanus) and other raptors may fly over the site but 
there are no nesting or roosting opportunities available within the study site. No other state or 
federally listed species are expected to occur within the proposed project area. No blue line 
streams were found on the USGS topographic map. No ephemeral washes or streams were 
observed within the study site. 

Recommended Protection Measures: 

The "U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Standardized Recommendations for Protection of 
the Endangered San Joaquin Kit Fox Prior to or During Ground Disturbance, January 2011" will 
be used as a guideline for addressing desert kit fox issues on the study site. 

Burrowing owls are considered a species of special concern by the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). California ground squirrel burrows, and desert kit fox dens 
provide potential cover sites for burrowing owls. A burrowing owl survey should be 
accomplished within 30 days prior to construction activities to ensure burrowing owls have not 
moved into the project site. If burrowing owls are discovered the guidance outlined in the 
CDFW 2012 "Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation" will be used for addressing burrowing 
owl issues on the study site (California Department of Fish and Game 2012). 

The proposed project area was located within the geographic range of the desert tortoise. 
Although desert tortoises are not expected to be present the following desert tortoise protection 
measures will be implemented: 

All personnel will receive an education program. Videos, brochures, books, and briefings 
may be used in the educational program. The education program will provide information on the 
natural history of the desert tortoise, its status, and protection measures to be followed during 
construction. 



A qualified biological monitor will be present during construction activities at least until 
pre-construction surveys have demonstrated that desert tortoises are not present within the 
project area and a fence to exclude their entry into the site has been constructed. 

Construction areas will be clearly fenced, flagged, or marked to delineate the outer 
boundaries and define the limit of work activities prior to the initiation of work. Construction 
areas include parking and equipment staging areas. 

Preconstruction surveys will be conducted in work areas. Preconstruction surveys will be 
conducted by qualified biologists. If any desert tortoises are found during preconstruction 
surveys or during construction; all work will cease until the desert tortoise leaves the area of its 
own volition or appropriate permits are obtained to relocate the animal. 

All workers will inspect underneath parked vehicles prior to operating them. If a desert 
tortoise is found beneath a parked vehicle, the vehicle will be left parked until the desert tortoise 
leaves of its own volition to a safe location. 

Construction activities between dusk and dawn will not be permitted in areas supporting 
native vegetation. 

At the end of each work day, all open excavations will be backfilled or otherwise altered 
to prevent desert tortoise from being trapped in them. While excavations remain open, a 
biological monitor will check for trapped desert tortoises and other wildlife at least three times 
each day. 

All trash and food items will be promptly contained and regularly removed from work 
areas to reduce the attraction of common ravens ( Corvas corax) and other desert tortoise 
predators to the area. 

Significance: This project is not expected to result in a significant adverse impact to biological 
resources. 

Development has been proposed for APN 225-091-09, California City, California (Figure 
1). Development would include installation of access roads, utilities (water, sewer, electric, etc.), 
parking areas, etc. The entire area would likely be graded prior to construction activities. 

An environmental analysis should be conducted prior to any development project. An 
assessment of biological resources is an integral part of environmental analyses (Gilbert and 
Dodds 1987). The purpose of this study was to provide an assessment of biological resources 
potentially occurring within, or utilizing the proposed project area. Specific focus was on the 
presence/absence of rare, threatened and endangered species of plants and wildlife. Species of 
concern included the desert tortoise ( Gopherus agassizii), Mohave ground squirrel 
(Xerospermophilus mohavensis), burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia), desert kit fox (Vulpes 
macrotis}, prairie falcon (Falco mexicanus), desert cymopterus (Cymopterus deserticola), 
Barstow woolly sunflower (Eriophyllum mohavense), and alkali mariposa lily (Calochortus 
striatus). 
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Study Area 

The approximately 19 acre (7.6 ha) study area was located north of California City 
Boulevard and west of Maverick Street, T32S, R36E, a portion of the El/2 of the El/2 of the 
SWI/4 of Section 23, M.D.B.M. (Figures 2 and 3). California City Boulevard formed the 
southern boundary of the study site. Maverick Street formed the eastern boundary of the study 
area. Southern Pacific Railroad tracks were present to the north of the study site. Creosote bush 
scrub habitat was present west of the study area. Topography of the study area ranged from 
approximately 2,670 to 2,680 feet {861 m to865 m) above sea level. 

Methods 

A line transect survey was conducted to inventory plant and wildlife species occurring 
within the proposed project area (Cooperrider et al. 1986, Davis 1990). Line transects were 
walked in a north-south orientation. Line transects ranged from approximately 945 to 1,550 feet 
(305 to 500 m) long and spaced about 35 feet (11 m) apart (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 2010). 

All observations of plant and animal species were recorded in field notes. Field guides 
were used to aid in the identification of plant and animal species (Arnett and Jacques 1981, 
Borror and White 1970, Burt and Grossenheider 1976, Gould 1981, Jaeger 1969, Knobel 1980, 
Robbins et al. 1983, Stark 2000). Observations were aided with the use of 10x50 and 10x42 
binoculars. Observations of animal tracks, scat, and burrows were also utilized to determine the 
presence of wildlife species inhabiting the proposed project area (Cooperrider et al. 1986, 
Halfpenny 1986, Lowrey 2006, Murie 1974). Aerial photographs, California Natural Diversity 
Database (Sanborn and Mojave NE), and the USGS topographic maps were reviewed. 
Photographs were taken of the study site (Figures 4 and 5). 

Results 

A total of 18 line transects were walked on 27 January 2018. Weather conditions 
consisted of moderate temperatures ( estimated 55 degrees F), 60% hazy cloud cover, and 
moderate winds. Sandy loam surface soil texture was observed throughout the study area. No 
blue line streams were found on the USGS topographic maps. No ephemeral washes or streams 
were observed within the study site. A pre-1994 manmade channel was present within the 
northern portion of the study area (Figure 5). 

The proposed project area was characteristic of a creosote bush scrub habitat (Barbour 
and Major 1988). A total of twenty-three plant species were observed during the line transect 
survey (Table I). The dominant shrub species throughout the study area was creosote bush 
scrub. Schismus (Schismus sp.) was the dominant annual species throughout the study area. No 
alkali mariposa lilies, Barstow woolly sunflowers, desert cymopterus, or suitable habitat, for 
these plant species were observed within the study site. 

A total of eighteen wildlife species, or their sign were observed during the line transect 
survey (Table 2). No desert tortoises or their sign were observed within the study area. No 
Mohave ground squirrels were observed or audibly detected during the field survey. One 
Mohave ground squirrel was documented 4 miles (6.4 km) southwest of the study site (CNDD 
2017). No burrowing owls or their sign were observed within the study area. Two desert kit fox 
dens and scat were observed within the study site. 
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Figure 2. Approximate location of study area as depicted on excerpts from USGS Quadrangles, 
Mojave NE, Calif, 7.5', 1994 and Sanborn, Calif, 7.5', 1994. 
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Figure 3, Aerial photo showing surrounding land use, Kem County Tax Assessor GIS, accessed 
27 January 2018, 
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Figure 4. Photographs depicting the general habitat of the study site. 
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Figure 5. Photographs depicting the pre-1994 manmade channel within the study area. 
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Table 1. List of plant species that were observed during the line transect survey of APN 225-
091-09, California City, California. 

Common Name 

Creosote bush 
Burrobush 
Cheesebush 
Cooper goldenbush 
Lacy phacelia 
Turkey mullein 
Goldenhead 
Blue mantle 
Fivetooth spineflower 
Comet blazing star 
Gilia 
Davy gilia 
Goldfield 
Spotted buckwheat 
Fiddleneck 
Red stemmed filaree 
Mustard sp. 
Tumble mustard 
Oats 
Redbrome 
Cheatgrass 
Schismus 
Annual burweed 
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Scientific Name 

Larrea tridentata 
Ambrosia dumosa 
Hymenoc/ea salsola 
Haplopappus cooperi 
Phacelia tanacetifolia 
Eremocarpus setigerus 
Acamptopappus sphaerocephalus 
Eriastrum diffusum 
Chorizanthe watsonii 
Mentzelia albicaulis 
Gilia sp. 
Gilia latiflora davyi 
Lasthenia califomica 
Eriogonum maculatum 
Amsinckia tessel/ata 
Erodium cicutarium 
Brassicaceae 
Sisymbrium altisissiimum 
Avena sativa 
Bromus n1bens 
Bromus tectorum 
Schismus sp. 
Franseria acanthicarpa 



Table 2. List of wildlife species, or their sign, that were observed during the line transect survey 
of APN 225-091-09, California City, California. 

Common Name 

Rodents 
Kangaroo rat 
California ground squirrel 
Desert cottontail 
Black-tailed jackrabbit 
Desert kit fox 
Sheep 
Domestic goat 

Common raven 
European starling 
White crowned sparrow 

Beetle, fuzzy, black 
Harvester ants 
Darkling beetle 
Spider sp. 
Dragonfly 
Moth 
Ants, small, black 
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Scientific Name 

Order: Rodentia 
Dipodomys sp. 
Citellus beecheyi 
Sylvilagus auduboni 
Lepus califomicus 
Vulpes macrotis 
Ovis sp. 
Capra hircus 

Corvus corax 
Sturnus vulgaris 
Zonotrichia leucophrys 

Edrotes ventricosus 
Order: Hymenoptera 
Coelocnemis californicus 
Order: Araneida 
Order: Odonata 
Order: Lepidoptera 
Order: Hymenoptera 



A small amount of scattered litter was observed within the study site. An old can dump 
was observed within the northern portion of the study area. Old blocks, and wood were observed 
within the study area. Sheep ( Ovis sp.) grazing sign was observed within the study area. Off
road vehicle tracks were observed within the study area. 

Discussion 

It is probable that some annual species were not visible during the time the field survey 
was performed. Based on the habitat, no sensitive plant species are expected to exist on the 
study site. Although not observed, several wildlife species would be expected to occur within 
the proposed project area (Table 3). 

Burrowing animals within the proposed project area are not expected to survive 
construction activities. More mobile species, such as lagomorphs (rabbits and hares), coyotes 
(Canis latrans), and birds are expected to survive construction activities. Development of this 
site will result in less cover and foraging opportunities for species occurring within and adjacent 
to the study area. 

The desert tortoise is a state and federal listed threatened species. The proposed project 
area was located within the geographic range of the desert tortoise. The proposed project site 
was not located in critical habitat designated for the Mojave population of the desert tortoise. No 
desert tortoises or their sign were observed within the study area. California City Boulevard and 
the railroad tracks are barriers to desert tortoise movement. Desert tortoises are not expected to 
be present within the study area. 

Burrowing owls are considered a species of special concern by the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). California ground squirrel burrows and desert kit fox dens 
observed within the study area may provide potential cover sites for burrowing owls. 

Many species of birds and their active nests are protected under the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act. Prairie falcons and other raptors may fly over the site but would not be expected to 
nest within the study area due to a lack of suitable nesting habitat. Migratory birds are unlikely 
to nest within the vegetation due to a lack of suitable nesting habitat. 

The Mohave ground squirrel (MGS) is a state listed threatened species. The proposed 
project site was located within the geographic range of the MGS. Cover and forage for MGS 
appeared to be limited within and around the study site. MGS have not been documented within 
or near the study site in over 18 years (California Natural Diversity Database, 2017). No 
winterfat (Eurotia lanata), and no spiny hopsage (Grayia spinosa) were found on the study site. 
These two species are considered important forage for MGS. Dr. Leitner (2008) determined that 
combined densities of winterfat and spiny hopsage greater than 250 to 300 per ha (2.5 acres) are 
associated with occupancy ofMGS. Dr. Leitner postulated based on trapping surveys in the 
southern portion of the MGS range that densities < 24/ha of spiny hopsage and < 100/ha of 
winterfat on a site was considered poor forage and may be related to the absence of MGS. No 
streams or washes were noted on the study site. Absence of this habitat feature further lessens 
the likelihood of MGS presence on the study site or their ability to persist during long term 
drought conditions (Logan 2016). No wildlife corridors are expected to exist between the closest 
core MGS population and the project site. The farthest documented movement ofMGS is 3.9 
miles (Harris and Leitner 2005). The Little Dixie Wash, postulated by Dr. Leitner (2008) to be 
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Table 3. List of wildlife species that may occur within the study area, APN 225-091-09, 
California City, California. 

Common Name 

Deer mouse 
Pocket gopher 
Merriam kangaroo rat 
Coyote 
Domestic dog 

Mourning dove 
Northern mockingbird 
Homed lark 
House finch 
Sage sparrow 

Side blotched lizard 
Western whiptail 
Mojave rattlesnake 
Gopher snake 

Grasshopper 
Wasp, black 
Funnel spider 
Butterfly, white 
Painted lady butterfly 
Ladybird beetle 
Fly 
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Scientific Name 

Peromyscus maniculatus 
Thomomys bottae 
Dipodomys merriami 
Canis latrans 
Canis familiaris 

Zenaida macroura 
Mimus polyglottos 
Eremophila alpestris 
Carpodacus mexicanus 
Amphispiza belli 

Uta stansburiana 
Cnemidophorus tigris 
Crotalus scutulatus 
Pituophis melanoleucus 

Order: Orthoptera 
Order: Hymenoptera 
Order: Araneida 
Order: Lepidoptera 
Order: Lepidoptera 
Hippodamia convergens 
Order: Diptera 



one of four core areas for MGS is located approximately 30 miles (48 km) to the northeast and 
the Desert Tortoise Natural Area, a recognized MGS population area, is located approximately 7 
miles (11 km) to the east. Neither population area is considered to have immigration into this 
project site or the lands adjacent to the site. MGS reproduction appears to be tied to adequate 
rainfall and forage. In low rainfall years (e.g., less than 6.5 cm [2.6 in.]), they may forego 
breeding (MGSWG 2011 ), and breeding may not occur for several years during prolonged 
drought (Best 1995). Because of the small geographic range of the species, low rainfall can lead 
to reproductive failure throughout the range (MGSWG 2011, Dudek, 2012). Given the short life 
span ofMGS, approximately 5 to 7 years, if too many years pass with less than 2.6 inches of 
rainfall this reproductive strategy may cause the extirpation of local populations. Rainfall 
measured over the last 6 years at Edwards AFB, the closest rainfall station registering data, was 
2012: 1.5'', 2013: 1.16", 2014: 1.75", 2015: 0.30", 2016: 1.63", 2017: 2.51", and 2018 to date: 
0.51" (Armstrong Flight Research 2018). Mohave ground squirrels are not expected to be 
present within the study area. No protection measures for MGS are recommended. 

The desert kit fox is a fully protected species and no take permits are available so they 
must be avoided. The two desert kit fox dens and scat indicate their potential presence or use 
within the study area. 

No suitable habitat for alkali mariposa lily, Barstow woolly sunflower or desert 
cymopterus was observed within the study site. Based on the results of the field survey these 
species are not expected to occur within the study area and no protection measures are 
recommended. 

No other state or federally listed species are expected to occur within the proposed 
project area (California Department of Fish and Wildlife 2015, Smith and Berg 1988, U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service 2016). 

The pre-1994 manmade channel appeared to be a historical artifact, perhaps to move 
water however no indications are present to suggest this has become an ephemeral wash or 
stream (Figure 5). There is no difference in the vegetation within the channel and within the rest 
of the study area. There is a soil texture within the northern portion of the channel that appears 
to have an increase in clay content than elsewhere on site. No protection measures are 
recommended for this feature. 

Landscape design should incorporate the use of native plants to the maximum extent 
feasible. Native plants that have food and cover value to wildlife should be used in landscape 
design (Adams and Dove 1989). Diversity of native plants should be maximized in landscape 
design (Adams and Dove 1989). 

Recommended Protection Measures: 

The "U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Standardized Recommendations for Protection of 
the Endangered San Joaquin Kit Fox Prior to or During Ground Disturbance, January 2011" will 
be used as a guideline for addressing desert kit fox issues on the study site. 

Burrowing owls are considered a species of special concern by the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). California ground squirrel burrows, and desert kit fox dens 
provide potential cover sites for burrowing owls. A burrowing owl survey should be 
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accomplished within 30 days prior to construction activities to ensure burrowing owls have not 
moved into the project site. If burrowing owls are discovered the guidance outlined in the 
CDFW 2012 "Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation" will be used for addressing burrowing 
owl issues on the study site (California Department of Fish and Game 2012). 

The proposed project area was located within the geographic range of the desert tortoise. 
Although desert tortoises are not expected to be present the following desert tortoise protection 
measures will be implemented: 

All personnel will receive an education program. Videos, brochures, books, and briefings 
may be used in the educational program. The education program will provide information on the 
natural history of the desert tortoise, its status, and protection measures to be followed during 
construction. 

A qualified biological monitor will be present during construction activities at least until 
pre-construction surveys have demonstrated that desert tortoises are not present within the 
project area and a fence to exclude their entry into the site has been constructed. 

Construction areas will be clearly fenced, flagged, or marked to delineate the outer 
boundaries and define the limit of work activities prior to the initiation of work. Construction 
areas include parking and equipment staging areas. 

Preconstruction surveys will be conducted in work areas. Preconstruction surveys will be 
conducted by qualified biologists. If any desert tortoises are found during preconstruction 
surveys or during construction; all work will cease until the desert tortoise leaves the area of its 
own volition or appropriate permits are obtained to relocate the animal. 

All workers will inspect underneath parked vehicles prior to operating them. If a desert 
tortoise is found beneath a parked vehicle, the vehicle will be left parked until the desert tortoise 
leaves of its own volition to a safe location. 

Construction activities between dusk and dawn will not be permitted in areas supporting 
native vegetation. 

At the end of each work day, all open excavations will be backfilled or otherwise altered 
to prevent desert tortoise from being trapped in them. While excavations remain open, a 
biological monitor will check for trapped desert tortoises and other wildlife at least three times 
each day. 

All trash and food items will be promptly contained and regularly removed from work 
areas to reduce the attraction of common ravens ( Corvas corax) and other desert tortoise 
predators to the area. 

Significance: This project is not expected to result in a significant adverse impact to biological 
resources. 
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DATE: CASE NO. 
(Issued by Planning Dept.) 

CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
21000 Hacienda Boulevard, California City, CA 93505-2293 

Phone (760) 373-7141, Fax (760) 373-7529 
email: Planning2@CalifomiaCity-ca.gov 

APPLICANT'S INITIAL STUDY 
INITIAL STUDY MUST ACCO MP ANY APPLICATION 

1. PROJECT TITLE: Initial Study, Zone Change to M-1 and Development, APN 225-091-09 

2. LEGAL DESCRIPTION: T32S, R36E, a portion of the El/2 of the El/2 of the SWl/4 of Section 23, 
M.D.B.M., APN 225-091-09 

3. PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Zone Change from 0/RA to M-1 and proposed development of a cannabis 
growing operation. Project will be accomplished in 3 phases constructing 3 to 4 greenhouses over the next 3 
years. The first year two greenhouses will be constructed by approximately September 2018 in the southern 
portion of the project site. The growing operation, at full build out, will consist of 11 greenhouses, a 
retention basin, and area(s) reserved for future development. Ten of the greenhouses are proposed to be 
22,000 square feet and one at 19,470 square feet. Each will include a 4,280 square foot cultivation area for 
potting, trimming, transplanting, and preparation for shipment (head house). Water tanks will initially be 
used for the first year, filled from the public water system using trucks. A 12" water main is proposed along 
the east and southern portion of the project area. A retention basin will be constructed in the northeast 
comer of the site. Septic tanks and seepage pits will be used for domestic waste. Seepage pits will be dug 
vertically into the ground (about 4-6ft so the soil covers the top of the pit). Any industrial wastes will be 
directed to an individual tank that will be pumped into trucks by a third-party company and shipped to an 
appropriately permitted facility. An 8 foot security fence is proposed to be installed along the northern and 
western boundaries. An 8 foot concrete block wall would be installed along the eastern and southern 
boundaries. A guard station, concrete pad, a pedestrian sally port, and a vehicular sally port will be 
constructed within the southeast corner of the site. An additional guard station and pedestrian sally port will 
be constructed within the northeast portion of the site in later phases. The main access driveway will be on 
Maverick St. close to California City Blvd. A 36 foot fire gate will be constructed in the northern portion of 
the project area. A parking area consisting of 46 standard parking spaces, 1 high capacity van and 4 high 
capacity passenger parking spaces will be provided in phase 1. Subsequent phases will add 137 parking 
spaces. California City Boulevard will be widened and a frontage road along the southern boundary 
constructed. Specific details can be viewed on the included SDR Civil Site Plan APN 225-091-09. 

4. IDENTIFICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING: The approximately 19 acre (7.6 ha) study area 
was located north of California City Boulevard and west of Maverick Street. California City Boulevard 
formed the southern boundary of the study site. Maverick Street formed the eastern boundary of the study 
area. Southern Pacific Railroad tracks were present to the north of the study site. Creosote bush scrub 
habitat was present west of the study area. 

5. IDENTIFICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS: No significant environmental effects are 
expected based on the biological resource assessment and the Initial Study analysis. 

6. MITIGATION OF SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS: There are no significant effects expected. 

7. ZONING AND GENERAL PLAN: APN 225-091-09 is currently zoned 0/RA, Controlled Development, 
Public Parks and Recreation or Public Schools 

8. NAME OF PERSON PREPARING INITIAL STUDY: Mark Hagan, Wildlife Biologist, (661) 810-9962, 
44715 17 th Street East, Lancaster, CA 93535 
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DATE: CASE NO: 
(Issued by Planning Dept.) 

CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
21000 Hacienda Boulevard, California City, CA 93505-2293 

(760) 373-7141, Fax (760) 373-7529,email: Planning2@CaliforniaCity-ca.gov 

I. APPLICATION FORM: Mark the one that best describes your project, DO NOT USE THIS FORM FOR 
LARGE DAY CARE APPLICATION OR FILM PERMIT- SEE SEPARATE APPLICATION FORM, ifnot 
listed, and is not large day care or film permit, use other. BROCHURES AV AILABLE.(Please use ink or 
typewriter). 

X SDR !Variance (Minor) IF inal Tract Map Lot Line Adjustment 

Site Plan !Variance [Parcel Map Parcel Map Waiver 

Concept X Zone Change Parcel Map Amnd Certificate of Compliance 

Re-Review K:ieneral Plan Amnd iParcel Map Ext Annexation/Detachment 

t:UP Tract Map Lot Merger Planned Unit Development 

2. Applicant's Name and Address: Haitham Elsaad, Attil Farms, Inc., 456 Nila Lane. El Cajon, CA 92020 

3. Address of Subject Property: Vacant Land 

4. Lot#Tract# Parcel# or Section: 23 Township: 32S Range: 36E MDBM 

5. Assessor's Parcel Number APN 225-091-09 Present Zone: 0/RA 

6. Date of Purchase: ---- Existing Land Use of the Property: Vacant Land 

I (we), the undersigned, hereby certify that I am (we are) the owner(s) of the property described in this 
application, or that I am the authorized agent of: ____________ _ 

(Owner's name and address) 
The undersigned owner of the said property, and that this application, to the best of my (our) knowledge and 
belief, is true and correct. Executed under penalty of perjury this __ day of ______ _, ____ . 

Signature - Owner Signature - Applicant 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT USE ONLY 

FILING FEE:$ ____ RECEIVED BY: ____ DATE: _____ RECEIPT NO: 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION: APPROVED DENIED DATE: --- ---- ----VOTE: ____ _ 

CITY COUNCIL ACTION: ___ APPROVED ___ DENIED DATE: __ _ 
VOTE: -----
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DATE: CASE NO: 
(Issued by Planning Dept.) 

CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
21000 Hacienda Boulevard, California City, CA 93505-2293 

(760) 373-7141, Fax (760) 373-7529,email: Planning2@CaliforniaCity-ca.gov 

APPLICATION FORM: Mark the one that best describes your project, DO NOT USE THIS FORM 
FOR 
LARGE DAY CARE APPLICATION OR FILM PERMIT - SEE SEP ARA TE APPLICATION 
FORM, if not 
listed, and is not large day care or film permit, use other.(Please use ink or typewriter). 

1. X SDR {Concept of Site Plan) REVIEW OR RE-REVIEW: All projects require a site plan 
review by the Staff Development Review {SDR), unless otherwise stated. Describe the project in 
detail: 

Zone Change from 0/RA to M-1 and proposed development of a cannabis growing operation. 
Project will be accomplished in 3 phases constructing 3 to 4 greenhouses over the next 3 years. 
The first year two greenhouses will be constructed by approximately September 2018 in the 
southern portion of the project site. The growing operation, at full build out, will consist of 11 
greenhouses, a retention basin, and area(s) reserved for future development. Ten of the 
greenhouses are proposed to be 22,000 square feet and one at 19,470 square feet. Each will 
include a 4,280 square foot cultivation area for potting, trimming, transplanting, and 
preparation for shipment (head house). Water tanks will initially be used for the first year, filled 
from the public water system using trucks. A 12" water main is proposed along the east and 
southern portion of the project area. A retention basin will be constructed in the northeast 
corner of the site. Septic tanks and seepage pits will be used for domestic waste. Seepage pits will 
be dug vertically into the ground (about 4-6ft so the soil covers the top of the pit). Any industrial 
wastes will be directed to an individual tank that will be pumped into trucks by a third-party 
company and shipped to an appropriately permitted facility. An 8 foot security fence is proposed 
to be installed along the northern and western boundaries. An 8 foot concrete block wall would 
be installed along the eastern and southern boundaries. A guard station, concrete pad, a 
pedestrian sally port, and a vehicular sally port will be constructed within the southeast corner 
of the site. An additional guard station and pedestrian sally port will be constructed within the 
northeast portion of the site in later phases. The main access driveway will be on Maverick St. 
close to California City Blvd. A 36 foot fire gate will be constructed in the northern portion of 
the project area. A parking area consisting of 46 standard parking spaces, 1 high capacity van 
and 4 high capacity passenger parking spaces will be provided in phase 1. Subsequent phases 
will add 137 parking spaces. California City Boulevard will be widened and a frontage road 
along the southern boundary constructed. Specific details can be viewed on the included SDR 
Civil Site Plan APN 225-091-09. 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT OR AN AMENDMENT: State fully the precise circumstances 
of conditions applicable to the land, structure, or use which makes the granting of a use permit 
necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial property right, together with any other 
data pertinent to the findings prerequisite to the granting of a conditional use permit or an amendment: 
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__ VARIANCE OR MINOR VARIANCE: State fully the practical difficulty or unnecessary 
physical hardship inconsistent with the objectives of the zoning ordinance which would result from a 
strict or literal interpretation and enforcement of a specified provision of the California City Municipal 
Code, together with any other pertinent to the findings prerequisite to the granting of a variance: 

K_ ZONE CHANGE AND/OR GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT: Request change from O/RA 
to M-1 Light Industrial on subject property for the following reasons: to accommodate 
development of lieht industrial. 

__ TRACT OR PARCEL MAP: Describe the type of map and the details, such as, location, the 
number of lots, size of lots, infrastructure requirements, the intended use of the property, i.e. 
residential, commercial, industrial, etc., and give the Tract or Parcel Map 
number: -------------------------

LOT MERGER, UNMERGER, LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT OR PARCEL MAP WAIVER: 
Describe the reason for the request: 

__ OTHER : Describe the project in detail and identify the type of project, such as a conceptual 
review only, certificate of compliance only, annexation/detachment, etc.: 
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DATE: CASE NO. 
(Issued by Planning Dept.) 

CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
21000 Hacienda Boulevard, California City, CA 93505-2293 

Phone (760) 373-7141, Fax (760) 373-7529 
email: P lanning2@CaliforniaCity-ca.gov 

APPLICANT'S ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION FORM 
(TO BE COMPLETED BY THE APPLICANT) 

ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION FORM MUST ACCOMPANY APPLICATION 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

1. Name and address of developer or project sponsor: 
Haitham Elsaad 
Attil Farms, Inc. 
El Cajon, California 92020 

2. Address of Project: NI A 

3. Assessor's Parcel Number, Tract or Parcel Map Number, Lot Number, Section, Township, Range, 
Base and Meridian: APN 225-091-09, California City, California. The project area is located 
north of California City Boulevard and west of Maverick Street, T32S, R36E, a portion of the El/2 
of the Ell2 of the SWil4 of Section 23, M.D.B.M. 

4. Name, address, and telephone number of person to be contacted concerning this project: 

Kaled Tamimi 
6635 Alvarado Rd, 
San Diego, California 92120 
(760) 415-8840 

5. Indicate number of the permit application for the project to which this form pertains: NIA 

6. List and describe any other related permits and other public approvals required for this project, 
including those required by city, regional, state and federal agencies: 

• Zone Change 
• State Water Resources Control Board- General Order conditional waiver for indoor 

cultivators, cannabis policy for indoor cultivation adopted October 17, 2017. 
• California Department of Food & Agriculture license 
• California City-MMB cultivation license(s) and Building Permit(s) for construction. 

7. Existing zoning district and general plan designation: 
APN 225-091-09 is currently zoned 0/RA, Controlled Development, Public Parks and Recreation 
or Public Schools 

8. Proposed use of site (project for which this form is filed): Zone Change to M-1, Development of 
Light Industrial - Cannabis growing facility 
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DATE: CASE NO. 
(Issued by Planning Dept.) 

CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
21000 Hacienda Boulevard, California City, CA 93505-2293 

Phone (760) 373-7141, Fax (760) 373-7529 
email: Planning2@CalifomiaCity-ca.gov 

APPLICANT'S ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION FORM 
(TO BE COMPLETED BY TIIE APPLICANT) 

ENVIRONMENT AL INFORMATION FORM MUST ACCOMPANY APPLICATION 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: (Use separate pages and describe each item in detail. If not applicable, 
indicate item number and N/A). 

9. Describe the land as it exists today. (Example: Desert vacant land) 
Desert vacant land 

10. Site size: 19 acres (7.6 ha) 

11. Site square footage: 827,640 square feet 

12. Describe building: 2 Greenhouses for phase 1, 11 Greenhouses at full build out 
a. Existing or New Construction: New 
b. Building size: office: 0 
c. Building square footage: 10 buildings at 22,000, and 1 building at 19,470 
d. Number of floors of construction: 1 

13. Describe any additional buildings: 2 Guard Stations 
a. Existing or New Construction: New 
b. Building size: restrooms: 1 in each greenhouse 
c. Building square footage: 20x20 feet 
d. Number of floors of construction: 1 

14. Proposed scheduling for completion: September 2020 

15. Associated projects: 
a. Number of phases: 3 
b. Anticipated completion dates: Phase 1: Sep 2018, Phase 2: Sep 2019, Phase 3: Sep 2020 
c. The number of lots created by each phase: N/ A 
d. Zoning anticipated for each phase or lots: M-1 
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DATE: CASE NO. 
(Issued by Planning Dept.) 

CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
21000 Hacienda Boulevard, California City, CA 93505-2293 

Phone (760) 373-7141, Fax (760) 373-7529 
email: Planning2@CaliforniaCity-ca.gov 

APPLICANT'S ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION FORM 
(TO BE COMPLETED BY THE APPLICANT) 

ENVIRONMENT AL INFORMATION FORM MUST ACCOMPANY APPLICATION 

16. Total amount of off-street parking provided: 100 
Show the breakdown in a, b, c. 
a. How many standard parking spaces at 9'xl9': 46 Subsequent phases will add 137 parking 

spaces 
b. How many, compact parking spaces at fifteen feet in length and seven and one-half feet in 

width, not to exceed 30% of the total required parking spaces: 0 
c. How many handicapped spaces at one for each fifty parking spaces: 0 
d. 1 high capacity van and 4 high capacity passenger parking spaces will be provided in phase 1. 

17. If residential project, include the number of units, schedule of unit sizes, if apartments, for rent or 
lease only: NI A 

18. If commercial, indicate the type, whether neighborhood, city or regionally oriented: NI A 

19. If institutional, indicate the major function, estimated employment per shift, estimated occupancy, 
loading facilities, and community benefits to be derived from the project: NI A 

20. If the project involves a variance, conditional use or rezoning application, state this and indicate 
clearly why the application is required: 

This is required to rezone APN 225-091-09 from 0/RA to M-1 to allow for light industrial 
development project. 

21. Submitting plans: Answer YES or NO, IF NO EXPLAIN WHY? 
No Attach ten (10) sets of plans, size ll"x17" 

No Attach one (1) set of plans, size 8.5"xl l" 

If NO, explain why? 

1 electronic copy of SDR Civil Site Plan APN 225-091-09 (per California City Planning Dept) 
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DATE: CASE NO. 
(Issued by Planning Dept.) 

CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
21000 Hacienda Boulevard, California City, CA 93505-2293 

Phone (760) 373-7141, Fax (760) 373-7529 
email: Planning2@CaliforniaCity-ca.gov 

APPLICANT'S ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION FORM 
(TO BE COMPLETED BY THE APPLICANT) 

ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION FORM MUST ACCOMPANY APPLICATION 

Are the following items applicable to the project or its effects? Discuss below all items checked YES. 
(Attach additional sheets as necessary) 

22. Change in existing features of any bays, tidelands, beaches, 
Lakes, or hills, or substantial alteration of ground countours? 

23. Change in scenic views or vistas from existing residential areas 
or public lands or roads? 

24. Change in pattern, scale or character of general area of projects? 

25. Significant amounts of solid waste or litter? 

26. Change in dust, ash, smoke, fumes or odors in vicinity? 

27. Change in ocean, bay, lake, stream or groundwater quality or 
quantity, or alteration of existing drainage patterns? 

28. Substantial change in existing noise or vibration levels in the 
vicinity? 

29. Site on filled land or on slope of 10% or more? 

30. Use of dispoal of potentially hazardous materials, such as 
toxic subtances, flammables or explosives? 

31. Substantial change in demand for municipal services (police, 
fire, water, sewage, etc?) 

32. Substantially increase fossil fuel consumption (electricity, oil, 
natural gas, etc.)? 

33. Relationship to a larger project or series of projects? 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

34. Describe the project site as it exists before the project, including information on topography, soil 
stability, plants and animals, and any cultural, historical or scenic aspects. Describe any existing 
structures on the site, and the use of the structures. Attach photographs of the site. Snapshots or 
Polaroid photos will be accepted. 

The project site is 19 acres of disturbed vacant desert land. Topography of the study area ranged 
from approximately 2,670 to 2,680 feet (775 to 782 m) above sea level. Creosote scrub habitat is 
present on the site. Plant species (ex: thorn bushes) used by migratory birds and sensitive species 
such as the Mohave ground squirrel for cover are not present within the project site. Two desert kit 
fox dens were detected on the project site. Common wildlife species made up the rest of the 
wildlife observations. Sheep grazing has occurred on site. There are no existing structures. 

35. Describe the surrounding properties, including information on plants and animals and any cultural, 
historical or scenic aspects. Indicate the type of land use (residential, commercial, etc.), intensity 
of land use (one-family, apartment houses, shops, department stores, etc.), and scale of 
development (height, frontage, setback, rear yard, etc.). Attach photographs of the vicinity. 
Snapshots or Polaroid photos will be accepted. 

Maverick Street formed the eastern boundary of the study area. A single-family, one story home 
and outbuildings were present east of Maverick Street. Southern Pacific Railroad tracks were 
present to the north of the study site. Creosote bush scrub habitat was present west of the study 
area. California City Boulevard formed the southern boundary of the study site. Creosote bush 
scrub was present south of California City Boulevard. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the statements furnished herein and in the attached exhibits present the data and 
information required for this initial evaluation to the best of my ability, and that the facts, statements, 
and information presented are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Date: -------- Signature: _________ _ 

City Receipt No: ---- Title: ------------

Fee Collected: $ Firm: ---- ------------
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Site and Vicinity Photographs, APN 225-091-09, 27 January 2018 

Site photograph looking west 

Site photograph looking north 



Site and Vicinity Photographs, APN 225-091-09, 27 January 2018 

Site photograph center of study area 

Site photograph center of study area 



Site and Vicinity Photographs, APN 225-091-09, 27 January 2018 

Site photograph looking east 

Vicinity Photograph 
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Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan for Zone Change to M-1 
and Development, APN 225-091-09 

Initial Study/Report/ Agency 
Concerns 

J Mitigation Measure 

Initial Study #1. AESTHETICS: Would the project: 

Project will change the existing visual Follow Design/Image Policies in the California City General Plan, page 2-18. 
character/quality of the site. 

Project may increase night time light. The project will incorporate the General Plan's Dark Sky principles, page 2-19 as needed. 

Timin2: Prior to and during all development 
lmplementine: Entity: Developer and/or Property Owner 
Monitorine: A2encv: California City Planning Department or it's designee 
Initial Study #3. AIR QUALITY: Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management or 
air pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following determinations. Would the project: 

Project construction will temporarily Any impacts to implementation of applicable air quality plans will be addressed based on the project 
increase dust in the area. specifics and adhere to Eastern Kern Air Pollution Control District guidelines at time of building. 

District Rule 402 (Fugitive Dust) construction activity located on a site involving 10 or more contiguous 
acres of disturbed surface area, earthmoving activity exceeding a daily volume of 10,000 cubic yards, or 
relocating more than 2,500 cubic yards per day of bulk materials at least 3 days per year requires a 
Fugitive Dust Emission Control Plan (Dust Plan) be submitted to the District and approved by the Air 
Pollution Control Officer (APCO) prior to start of construction. 

Agricultural operation sites of l O acres or more are required to submit a Conservation Management 
Practice Plan (CMP Plan) to the District within 180 days IA W District Rule 402.2 (Agricultural 
Operations). 

If solvents are utilized as part of operations, permits wi II be required for the processes using them IA W 
District Rule 201 (Permits Required) and Rule 210.1 (New and Modified Stationary Source Review). If 
stationary engines rated at 50-bhp or greater are employed for construction or agricultural operations 
they will either need to be permitted or registered with the District 

Figure I P a g e 11 



Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan for Zone Change to M-1 
and Development, APN 225-091-09 

Initial Study/Report/ Agency 
Concerns 

I Mitigation Measure 

Timin2: Prior to and during all development 
Implementin2 Entity: Developer and/or Property Owner 
Monitoring A2ency: California City Planning Department or it's designee 
Initial Study #4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES. Would the project: 

Potential cover sites for burrowing 
owls were observed within the project 
site. 

No desert tortoises, scat, burrows, or 
other indicators of presence were 
observed on the project site. However, 
protective measures will still be taken. 

Figure 1 P a g e I 2 

A burrowing owl survey will be accomplished 30 days prior to ground disturbing activities to ensure no 
burrowing owls are present. If burrowing owls are discovered guidance outlined in the CDFW 2012 
"Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation" will be used for addressing burrowing owl issues on the 
study site. 

There are NO permits for take of Desert Tortoise for this project site. If project(s) cannot be adapted to 
avoid Desert Tortoise or if mitigation measures are not found to be sufficient to prevent impacts/take of 
Desert Tortoise consultation with both USFWS and CDFW must be accomplished. 

1. All personnel working or using the site will receive an education program. Videos, brochures, 
books, and briefings may be used in the educational program. The education program will provide 
information on the natural history of the desert tortoise, its status, and protection measures to be 
followed during construction. 

2. Preconstruction surveys will be conducted in work areas. Preconstruction surveys will be conducted 
by qualified biologists. If any desert tortoises are found during preconstruction surveys all work will 
cease until the desert tortoise leaves the area of its own volition or appropriate permits are obtained 
to relocate the animal. 

3. A qualified biological monitor will be present during construction activities at least until pre
construction surveys have demonstrated that desert tortoises are not present within the project area 
and a fence to exclude their entry into the site has been constructed. 

4. Construction areas will be clearly fenced, flagged, or marked to delineate the outer boundaries and 
define the limit of work activities prior to the initiation of work. Construction areas include parking 
and equipment staging areas. 

5. All workers will inspect underneath parked vehicles prior to operating them. If a desert tortoise is 
found beneath a parked vehicle, the vehicle will be left parked until the desert tortoise leaves of its 
own volition to a safe location. 

6. Construction activities from dusk to dawn will not be permitted in native vegetation. 
7. At the end of each work day~ all open excavations will be backfilled or otherwise altered to prevent 



Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan for Zone Change to M-1 
and Development, APN 225-091-09 

Initial Study/Report/ Agency 
Concerns 

j Mitigation Measure 

desert tortoise from being trapped in them. While excavations remain open, a biological monitor 
will check for trapped desert tortoises and other wildlife at least three times each day. 

8. All trash and food items will be promptly contained and regularly removed from work areas to 
reduce the attraction of common ravens and other desert tortoise predators to the area. 

Timine:: Prior to and during all development 
lmplementine Entitv: Developer will include as part of construction contract/specifications. 
Monitorin2 Ae:encv: California Citv Planning Department or it's designee 
Two desert Kit Fox dens were Desert kit fox is a fully protected species and no take permits are available. The "U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
observed in the project site. Service Standardized Recommendations for Protection of the Endangered San Joaquin Kit for Prior to 

or During Ground Disturbance, January 2011" will be used as guidelines for addressing desert kit fox 
issues on the study site (USFWS, 2011 ). During construction if any active desert kit fox dens are 
discovered encircle with fencing (such as silt fencing) which warn workers to avoid the area but allow 
any potential desert kit foxes to enter or exit the burrow. 

Timing: Prior to and during any future development 
Implementin2 Entitv: Developer will include as part of construction contract/soecifications. 
Monitorin2 A2encv: California City Planning Department or it's designee 
HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 

Water use in the area would increase A. Future development must recognize potential permits that may be required and identify specific 
by 980,000 gallons the first year to activities that may trigger those permitting actions. 
5,390,000 gallons at full build out. l. National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Construction Storm Water 

Permit, Water Quality Order (WQO) 2009-0009-DWQ (obtained from State Water Board or 
Wastewater generated is projected to individual permit from Lahontan Water Board 
be 9,900 gallons per month at the start 2. Individual projects may require a NPDES General Industrial Storm Water Permit, WQO-2014-
of the project increasing to 54,450 0057-DWQ 
gallons a month at completion. 3. Discharge of waste to land (retention ponds) may require WDRs issued by Lah on tan Water Board in 

compliance with the CCR, title 27, section 20005 et seq. 

Figure 1 P a g e I 3 



Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan for Zone Change to M-1 
and Development, APN 225-091-09 

Initial Study/Report/ Agency 
Concerns 

I Mitigation Measure 

A retention basin will be constructed in , 4. Designated and/or non-hazardous and a planned discharge to land may require a Report of Waste 
the northeast corner of the project area. Discharge application, Form 200, to Water Board. 

5. Implement the cannabis policy for indoor cultivation, 17 October 2017, State Water Resources 
Control Board. 

B. Development projects that may use the following: petroleum products, biodiesel, and other 
potentially hazardous chemicals in facility maintenance and equipment operation shall develop a 
plan which evaluates and addresses the items listed below as a minimum. 

1. The quality and quantity of industrial wastewater generated and the process for how the industrial 
wastewater may be collected, treated, and disposed of (i.e. wastewater treatment facility, percolation 
pond, lined evaporation pond, etc.) and if and how protection of water quality (both surface water 
and ground water, if any) will be addressed. 

2. Characterize types of chemicals and potential concentrations. 
3. Address irrigation runoff and its potential to discharge to surface water, if any, percolate through the 

ground, and/or enter a sanitary sewer system or municipal storm water system. 
4. Incorporate "Low Impact Development Strategies" to maintain a landscape functionally equivalent 

to predevelopment hydrologic conditions minimize generation of non-point source pollutants. 
Investigate feasibility of bio-retention swales, pervious pavement, vegetated infiltration basins to 
treat past-construction runoff1 sustain watershe4__Qrocesses, and maintain healthy watersheds. 

Timine: Prior to and during development and operation 
lmplementinE Entity: Developer and/or Property Owner 
Monitorine Aeency: California Citv Planning Department or it's designee 

Figure I P a g e I 4 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE of PLANNING AND RESEARCH 

EDMUND G. BROWN JR. KEN ALEX 
DIRECTOR GoVERNOR 

June 6, 2018 

Anu Doravari 
California City 
21000 Hacienda Boulevard 
California City, CA 93505-2293 

Subject: Initial Study, Zone Change to M-1 and Development APN 225-091-09 
SCH#: 2018051010 

Dear Anu Doravari: 

The State Clearinghouse submitted the above named Mitigated Negative Declaration to selected state 
agencies for review. On the enclosed Document Details Report please note that the Clearinghouse has 
listed the state agencies that reviewed your document. The review period closed on June 5, 2018, and the 
comments from the responding agency (ies) is (are) enclosed. If this comment package is not in order, 
please notify the State Clearinghouse immediately. Please refer to the project's ten-digit State 
Clearinghouse number in future correspondence so that we may respond promptly. 

Please note that Section 21104(c) of the California Public Resources Code states that: 

"A responsible or other public agency shall only make substantive comments regarding those 
activities involved in a project which are within an area of expertise of the agency or which are 
required to be carried out or approved by the agency. Those comments shall be supported by 
specific documentation." 

These comments are forwarded for use in preparing your final environmental document. Should you need 
more information or clarification of the enclosed comments, we recommend that you contact the 
commenting agency directly. 

This letter acknowledges that you have complied with the State .Clearinghouse review requirements for 
draft environmental documents, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act. Please contact the 
State Clearinghouse at (916) 445-0613 if you have any questions regarding the environmental review 
process. 

_......,>6"S-incecely,+ 

Scott Morgan 
Director, State Clearinghouse 

Enclosures 
cc: Resources Agency 

140010th Street P.O. Box 3044 Sacramento, California 95812-3044 
1-916-322-2318 FAX 1-916-558-3184 www.opr.ca.gov 





SCH# 2018051010 

Document Details Report 
State Clearinghouse Data Base 

Project Title Initial Study, Zone Change to M-1 and Development APN 225-091-09 
Lead Agency . California City 

Type MND Mitigated Negative Declaration 

Description Zone change from O/RA to M-1 and proposed development of a cannabis growing ope_ration. Project 
will be accomplished in 3 phases constructing 3-4 greenhouses over the next 3 years. California City 
Blvd will first be widened to include an acceleration lane, and a frontage road along the southern 
boundary. After road improvements, the first phase of the planned unit development will be constructed 
consisting of two greenhouses in the southern portion of the project site {22,000 sf). 

Lead Agency Contact 
Name 

Agency 
Phone 
email 

Anu Doravari 
California City 
(760) 373-7141 

Address · 21000 Hacienda Boulevard 
City California City 

Project Location 
County 

City 
Region 

Lat/Long 
Cross Streets 

Parcel No. 
Township 

Proximity to: 

Kern 
California City 

California City Blvd and Maverick St 
225-091-09 
32S Range 36E 

Highways 14 
Airports yes 

Railways Yes 
Waterways no 

Schools no 

Fax 

State CA Zip 93505-2293 

Section 23 Base MDBM 

Land Use vacant desert land, Z: O/RA, Controlled development, public parks and recreation or public schools 

Project Issues AestheticNisual; Agricultural Land; Air Quality; Archaeologic-Historic; Biological Resources; Minerals; 
Noise; Public Services; Traffic/Circulation; yYater Quality; Water Supply; Landuse; Cumulative Effects 

Reviewing Resources Agency; Central Valley Flood Protection Board; Department of Fi.sh and Wildlife, Region 4; 
Agencies Department of Parks and Recreation; Department of Water Resources; Caltrans, Division of 

Aeronautics; California Highway Patrol; Caltrans, District 9; State Water Resources Control Board, 
Division of Water Quality; Air Resources Board, Transportation Projects; Department of Food and 
Agriculture; Regional Water Quality Control Bd., Region 5 (Fresno); Native American Heritage 
Commission; Public Utilities Commission 

Date Received 05/07/2018 Start of Review 05/07/2018 End of Review 06/05/2018 
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Anu Doravari 
City of California City 
21000 Hacienda Boulevard 
California City, California 93505 

EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor 
CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director 

Subject Zone ·Change to M-1 and Development on APN 225-091-09 (Project) 
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 
SCH No. 2018051010 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received an Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration from the city of California City for the 
above-referenced Project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
and CEQA Guidelines.1 

Thank you for the opportunity to provfde comments and recommendations regarding 
those activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife. 
Likewise, CDFW appreciates the opportunity to provide comments regarding those 
aspects on the Project that CDFW, by law, may be required to carry out or approve 
through the exercise of its own regulatory authority under Fish and Game Code. 

CDFWROLE 

CDFW is California's Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources, and holds those 
resources in trust by statue for all the people of the State (Fish and Game Code, 
§§ 711.7, subd. (a} & 1802; Pub. Resources Code,§ 21070; CEQA Guidelines§ 15386, 
subd. (a)). CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, 
protection, and management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for 
biologically sustainable populations of those species (Id., § 1802). Similarly, for 
purposes of CEQA, CDFW is charged by law to provide, as available, biological 
expertise during public agency environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on 
projects and related activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife 
resources. 

1 CECA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The "CEQA 
Guidelines" are found In Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000. 

Conserving Ca[ifomia 's 'Wift[{ife Since 1870 
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CDFW is also submitting comments as a Responsible Agency under CEQA (Pub. 
Resources Code,§ 21069; CEQA Guidelines,§ 15381). CDFW expects that it may 
need to exercise regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code. As 
proposed, for example, the Project may be subject to CDFW's lake and streambed 
alteration regulatory authority (Fish & Game Code,§ 1600 et seq.). ·ukewise, to the 
extent implementation of the Project as proposed may result in "take" as defined by 
State law of any species protected under the California Endangered Species Act 
(CESA) (Fish & Game Code, § 2050 et seq.), related authorized as provided by the Fish 
and Game Code will be required. 

In this role, CDFW is responsible for providing, as available, biological expertise during 
public agency environmental review efforts (e.g., CEQA), focusing specifically on project 
activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources. CDFW 
provides recommendations to identify potential impacts and possible measures to avoid 
or reduce those impacts. 

Protected Furbearing Mammals: CDFW has jurisdiction over furbearing mammals 
pursuant to Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Section 460. This Section states, 
"Fisher, marten, river otter, desert kit fox and red fox may not be taken at any time"; 
therefore, CDFW cannot authorize their take. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

Proponent: California City 

Objective: The Project proponent is seeking to conduct a zone change from O/RA 
(Open Space Residential/Agriculture) to M-1 (Light Industrial) and to develop a 
cannabis growing operation. The Project will be constructed in three phases 
constructing three to four greenhouses over the next three years. California City 
Boulevard will be widened to include an accelerating lane and a frontage road along the 
southern boundary. After road improvements, the first phase of the planned unit 
development will be constructed consisting of two greenhouses in the southern portion 
of the project site (22,000 square feet each, 44,000 square feet total). The operation at 
full build out will consist of 11 greenhouses, a retention basin, and area(s) reserved for 
future development. A 12-inch water main is proposed along the east and southern 
portion of the Project area. An eight-foot security fence is proposed to be installed 
along the northern and western boundaries. An eight-foot concrete block wall would be 
installed along the eastern and southern boundaries. A guard station, concrete pad, a 
pedestrian sally port, and a vehicular sally port will be constructed within the southeast 
corner of the site. Additionally, parking lots will be built on the site. 
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Location: The Project will take place on a property located on the northwest corner of 
California City Boulevard and Maverick Street; Assessor's Parcel Number (APN) 
225-091-09 (19.14 acres); Township 32 South, Range 36 East, on a portion of Section 
23, USGS 7.5 Minute Quad Map Mojave NE, M.D.B.M. 

Timeframe: Estimated start date September 2018. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

CDFW offers the following comments and recommendations to assist the city of 
California City in adequately identifying and/or mitigated the Project's significant, or 
potentially significant, direct and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife (biological) 
resources. 

I. Environmental Setting and Related Impact 

Would the Project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through 
habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or 
special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by 
CDFW or the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)? 

Review of the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) reveals records for 
several special-status species within the vicinity of the Project area including, but not 
limited to, the State and federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizit); the 
State threatened Mohave ground squirrel (Xerospermophilus mohavensis); the State 
Species of Special Concern burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia), American badger 
(Taxidea taxus), and Le Conte's thrasher (Toxostoma /econte1); and the State protected 
furbearing mammal desert kit fox (Vulpes macrotis ssp. macrotis} (CDFW 2018a). A 
Biological Resource Assessment of APN 225-091-09 California City, California 
(Biological Assessment} was completed for this Project, which indicated two desert kit 
fox dens and scat were noted in the Project area. Review of aerial imagery indicates 
that the Project site is vacant desert habitat. The Project therefore has the potential to 
impact biological resources. An analysis of potential impacts and recommended 
mitigation measures, summarized by species, follows below. 

Desert Tortoise 

Issue: The Project site is within the range of desert tortoise and appears to contain 
suitable habitat based on aerial imagery (CDFW 201 Ba). Desert tortoise are most 
common in desert scrub, desert wash, and Joshua tree habitats (CDFW 2018b). 

Specific impact: Potentially significant impacts that may result from Project-related 
activities include loss of foraging habitat, habitat degradation and fragmentation, 
burrow destruction, and direct mortality. 
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Evidence impact is potentially significant: Human impacts to desert tortoise 
include habitat conversion to agriculture and urban lands, degradation of habitat by 
off-highway vehicles (OHV), intentional killing of tortoises, and killing by cars and 
OHV (Doak et al. 1994). Habitat conversion to agriculture results in the loss of 
habitat and may lead to an increase in the predator raven population, drawdown of 
water table, introduction of pesticides and other toxic chemicals, and the potential 
introduction of invasive plants (Boarman 2002). Project activities may result in the 
loss of potential desert tortoise habitat through conversion, may increase habitat 
fragmentation, and expand urbanization into the area. 

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure(s) 

To evaluate potential Project-related impacts to desert tortoise, CDFW recommends 
conducting the following-evaluation of the Project site and including the following 
measures in a CEQA document. 

Desert tortoise surveys 

CDFW recommends that a qualified biologist conduct surveys during the appropriate 
survey period following the protocol contained in "Preparing for any action that may 
occur within the range of the Mojave desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizil)" (USFWS 
2010) to determine the potential for desert tortoise to use the Project site and· 
surrounding area. Survey results are advised to be submitted to both CDFW and 
the USFWS. Please note desert tortoise surveys are valid for one year and should 
be conducted within a year of the start of ground-disturbing activities. 

Desert Tortoise Take Authorization 

If desert tortoise are found within the Project area during preconstruction swveys or 
construction activities, consultation with CDFW is advised to discuss how to 
implement the Project and avoid take; or if avoidance is not feasible, to acquire an 
Incidental Take Permit (ITP) prior to any ground-disturbing activities, pursuant Fish 
and Game Code§ 2081(b). 

Mohave ground squirrel (MGS) 

Issue: Based on aerial imagery, the Project site appears to contain suitable habitat 
for MGS and there are multiple MGS occurrences within 5 miles of the Project site 
(CDFW 201 Ba). 

Specific impact: Without appropriate avoidance and minimization measure for 
MGS, potential significant impacts associated with the Project's construction include 
burrow collapse, inadvertent entrapment, reduced reproductive success, and 
mortality of individuals. 
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Evidence impact is potentially significant: Major threats to the MGS are drought, 
habitat destruction, habitat fragmentation, and habitat degradation (Gustafson 1993). 
MGS is restricted to a small geographic range and the greatest habitat loss has 
occurred near desert towns including California City (Gustafson 1993). Natural 
cycling is anticipated in MGS populations, therefore, the true indicators of the status 
of the species are the quantity, pattern of distribution, and quality of habitat 
(Gustafson 1993). Project activities may result in the loss of potential MGS habitat 
through conversion, may increase habitat fragmentation, and expand urbanization 
into the area. 

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure(s) 

To evaluate potential Project-related impacts to MGS, CDFW recommends 
conducting the following evaluation of the Project site and including the following 
measures in a CEQA document. 

Mohave ground squirrel surveys 

CDFW recommends that a qualified permitted biologist conduct protocol surveys for 
MGS following the methods described in the "Mohave Ground Squirrel Survey 
Guidelines" (CDFG 2003) during the appropriate survey season prior to Project 
implementation, including any vegetation- or ground-disturbing activities. Results of 
the MGS surveys are advised to be submitted to the CDFW. Please note MGS 
surveys are valid for one year and should be conducted within a year of the start of 
ground-disturbing activities. 

Mohave ground squirrel avoidance 

If protocol surveys will not be conducted pr if surveys detect MGS, in order to 
implement full avoidance for MGS, CDFW recommends a 50-foot no-disturbance 
buffer be employed around all burrows that could be used by MGS. 

Mohave ground squirrel Take Authorization 

If MGS are found within the Project area during protocol surveys, preconstruction 
surveys, or construction activities, consultation with CDFW is recommended to 
discuss how to implement the Project and avoid take; or if avoidance is not feasible, 
to acquire an ITP prior to any ground-disturbing activities, pursuant Fish and Game 
Code§ 2081 (b). alternatively, the applicant can assume presence and acquire an 
ITP prior to initiating Project implementation. 
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Burrowing Owl (BUOW) 

Issue: The Project area is within the range of BUOW and contains suitable habitat 
including potential burrows. Habitat both within and surrounding the Project area 
may also provide suitable foraging habitat for BUOW. 

Specific impact: Without appropriate avoidance and minimization measures for 
BUOW, potential significant impacts include nest abandonment, which may result in 
reduced nesting success such as reduced health or vigor of eggs or young, in 
addition to direct mortality in violation of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and Fish and 
Game Code. 

Evidence impact is potentially significant: The Project area is within the range of 
BUOW and suitable burrow habitat may be present on or in the vicinity of the Project 
area. BUOW rely on burrow habitat year round for their survival and reproduction. 
Threats to BUOW include habitat loss and degradation from urbanization of 
farmland, changes in agriculture practices, and Joss of open lands (Gervais et al. 
2008). In addition, activities including grading, disking, cultivation, earth moving, 
burrow blockage, heavy equipment compacting of burrows, and disturbance, which 
may result in harassment of owls at occupied burrows, have the potential to result in 
take of BUOW (CDFG 2012). Additionally, activities that may impact BOUW 
populations include eradication of host burrowers, changes in vegetation 
management, and use of pesticides and rodenticides (CDFG 2012). Therefore, the 
Project has the potential to significantly impact local BUOW populations. In addition, 
and as described in CDFW's "Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation" (CDFG 
2012), excluding BUOW is considered a potentially significant impact under CEQA. 

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure(s 

To evaluate potential Project-related impacts to burrowing owl, CDFW recommends 
conducting the following evaluation of the Project site and including the following 
measures in a CEQA document. 

BUOW Surveys 

CDFW recommends assessing presence/absence of BUOW by having a qualified 
biologist conduct surveys following the California Burrowing Owl Consortium's 
(CBOC) "Burrowing Owl Survey Protocol and Mitigation Guidelines" (CBOC 1993) 
and CDFW's Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation" (CDFG 2012). CDFW 
advises that surveys include a 500-foot buffer around the Project area. 

BUOW Avoidance 

CDFW recommends implementing no-disturbance buffers, as outlined in the "Staff 
Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation" (CDFG 2012), prior to and during any 
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ground-dis~urbing activities associated with Project i~plementation. Specifically, 
CDFW's Staff Report recommends that impacts to occupied burrows be avoided in 
accordance with the following table unless a qualified biologist approved by CDFW 
verifies through non-invasive methods that either: 1) the birds have not begun egg 
laying and incubation; or 2) that juveniles from the occupied burrows are foraging 
independently and are capable of independent survival. 

Location Time of Year 
Level of Disturbance 

Low Med Hiah 
Nestina sites Aoril 1-Aua 15 20Om* 5OOm 5O0m 
Nestina sites Aua 16-0ct 15 200m 2O0m 5O0m 
NestinQ sites Oct 16-Mar 31 5Om 1OOm 5O0m 

BUOW Passive Relocation and Mitigation 

If BUOW are found to occupy the Project site and avoidance is not possible, it is 
important to note that according to the Staff Report (CDFG 2012), exclusion is not a 
take avoidance, minimization, or mitigation method and is considered a potentially 
significant impact under CEQA. However, if necessary, CDFW recommends that 
burrow exclusion be conducted by qualified biologists and only during the · 
non-breeding season, before breeding behavior is exhibited and after the burrow is 
confirmed empty through non-invasive methods, such as surveillance. CDFW 
recommends replacement of occupied burrows with artificial burrows at a ratio of 1 
burrow collapsed to 1 artificial burrow constructed (1 :1) as mitigation for the 
potentially significant impact of evicting BUOW. BUOW may attempt to colonize or 
re-colonize an area that will be impacted; thus, CDFW recommends ongoing 
surveillance of the Project site during Project activities, at a rate that is sufficient to 
detect BUOW if they return. 

American Badger 

Issue: The Project area is within the range of American badger and contains 
suitable habitat features to support this species. American badger can occupy a 
diversity of habitats and requires sufficient food, friable soils, and open, uncultivated 
ground (Williams 1986). 

Specific impact: Without appropriate avoidance and minimization measures for 
American badger, potential significant impacts include den abandonment, which may 
result in reduced health or vigor of young, in addition to direct mortality. 

Evidence impact is potentially significant: The American badger population in 
California has been declining due to agriculture and urban development (Williams 
1986). The Project area is within the range of American badger and suitable habitat 
may be present on or in the vicinity of the Project area. As a result, Project activities 
have the potential to significantly impact local populations of American badger. 
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Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigatio·n Measure(s) 

To evaluate potential Project-related impacts to American badger, CDFW 
recommends conducting the following evaluation of the Project site and including the 
following measures in a CEQA document. 
American Badger Surveys 

To evaluate potential Project-related impacts to the American badger, CDFW 
recommends that a qualified biologist conduct focused surveys for American badger 
and their requisite habitat features, in advance of Project implementation. 

American Badger Avoidance 

Avoidance whenever possible is encouraged via delineation and observing a 50-foot 
no-disturbance buffer around dens. 

II. Editorial Comments and/or Suggestions 

Notification of Lake and StreaJnbed Alteration: CDFW has regulatory authority with 
regard to activities occurring in streams and/or lakes that could adversely affect any fish 
or wildlife resource, pursuant to Fish and Game Code§§ 1600 et seq. Section 1602(a) 
qf the Fish and Game Code requires an entity to notify CDFW before engaging in 
activities that would substantially change or use any material from the bed, channel, or 
bank of any stream or substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow of a stream. 

Additionally, Business and Professions Code 26060.1 (b)(3) includes a requirement that 
California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) cannabis cultivation licensees 
demonstrate compliance with Fish and Game Code§ 1602 through written verification 
from CDFW. CDFW recommends submission of a Lake and Streambed Alteration 
Notification to CDFW for the proposed Project prior to initiation of any cultivation 
activities. 

Desert Kit Fox: The proposed Project site is within desert kit fox range and, as stated 
in the Biological Assessment, contains two potential desert kit fox dens. The desert kit 
fox is protected under Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Section 460, which 
prohibits take of the species at any time. CDFW recommends that the USFWS 
"Standardized recommendations for protection of the San Joaquin kit fox prior to or 
during ground disturbance" (2011) be followed and that surveys be conducted 
accordingly and prior to commencing any Project-related activities. Due to finding two 
potential desert kit fox dens, consultation with CDFW would be warranted for guidance 
on take avoidance measures for the desert kit fox. 

Nesting birds: CDFW has jurisdiction over actions \Yith potential to result in the 
disturbance or destruction of active nest sites or the unauthorized take of birds. Fish 
and Game Code sections that protect birds, their eggs and nests include §§ 3503 
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(regarding unlawful take, possession or needless destruction of the nest or eggs of any 
bird), 3503.5 {regarding the take, possession or destruction of any birds-of-prey or their 
nests or eggs), and 3513 (regarding unlawful take of any migratory nongame bird). 

Habitat within the Project area likely provides nesting habitat for birds. For this reason, 
CDFW encourages Project implementation occur during the non-nesting bird season. 
However, if ground-disturbing activities must occur during the breeding season 
(February through mid-September), the Project applicant is responsible for ensuring that 
implementation of the Project does not result in violation of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
or relevant Fish and Game Codes as referenced above. 

To evaluate Project-related impacts on nesting birds, CDFW recommends that a 
qualified wildlife biologist conduct pre-activity surveys for active nests no more than 1 O 
days prior to the start of ground disturbance to maximize the probability that nests that 
could potentially be impacted are detected. CDFW also recommends that surveys 
cover a sufficient area around the work site to identify nests and determine their status. 
A sufficient area means any area potentially affected by a project. In addition to direct 
impacts (i.e. nest destruction), noise; vibration, odors, and movement of workers or 
equipment could also affect nests. Prior to initiation of construction activities, CDFW 
recommends a qualified biologist conduct a survey to establish a behavioral baseline of 
all identified nests. Once construction begins, CDFW recommends a qualified biologist 
continuously monitor nests to detect behavioral changes resulting from the project. If 
behavioral changes occur, CDFW recommends the work causing that change cease 
and CDFW consulted for additional avoidance and minimization measures. 

If continuous monitoring of identified nests by a qualified wildlife biologist is not feasible, 
CDFW recommends a minimum no-disturbance buffer of 250 feet around active nests 
of non-listed bird species and a 500-foot no-disturbance buffer around active nests of 
non-listed raptors. These buffers are advised to remain in place until the breeding 
season has ended or until a qualified biologist has determined that the birds have 
fledged and are no longer reliant upon the nest or parental care for survival. Variance 
from these no-disturbance buffers is possible when there is compelling biological or 
ecological reason to do so, such as when the construction area would be concealed 
from a nest site by topography. CDFW recommends that a qualified wildlife biologist 
advise and support any variance from these buffers and notify CDFW in advance of 
implementing a variance. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA 

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and 
negative declarations be incorporated into a database which may be used to make 
subsequent or supplemental environmental determinations (Pub. Resources Code, 
§ 21003, subd. (e)). Accordingly, please report any special status species and natural 
communities detected during Project surveys to CNDDB. The CNNDB field survey form 
can be found at the following link: 
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https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data#44524420-pdf-field-survey
form. The completed form can be mailed electronically to CNDDB at the following email 
address: CNDDB@wildlife.ca.gov. The types of information reported to CNDDB can be 
found at the following link: https:l/www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and
Animals. 

FILING FEES 

If it is determined that the Project has the potential to impact biological resources, an 
assessment of filing fees will be necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice 
of Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental 
review by CDFW. Payment of the fee is required in order for the underlying project 
approval to be operative, vested, and final (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & 
Game Code, § 711 .4; Pub. Resources Code, § 21089). 

If you have any questions, please contact Benessa Galvan, Environmental Scientist, at 
the address provided on this letterhead, by telephone at (559) 243-4014, extension 244, 
or by electronic mail at Benessa.Galvan@wildlife.ca.gov. 

Julie A. Vance 
Regional Manager 
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May 17, 2018 

Ms. Anu Doravari File: K.ER-14-21.08 
MND/IS 

Making Conservation 
a California Way of Life. 

California City Planning Department 
21000 Hacienda Blvd. SCH#: 2018051010 
California City, California 93505 

Attil Farms Cannabis Growing Operation - Mitigated Negat~ve Declaration 

Dear Ms. Doravari: 

Thank you for giving the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 9 the 
opportunity to review the proposed phased Cannabis growing operation with future industrial/ 
commercial development, east of State Route 14 at the northwest corner of California City Blvd. 
and Maverick Street. We offer the following: 

• As noted, the project will provide merited improvements to California City Blvd. Since the 
potential increase of such operations could cumulatively impact the greater transportation 
system, the City could consider instigating a fee mechanism to fund future improvements to 
city, county, and state roadways. 

We value our cooperative working relationship with California City on projects affecting the 
State Transportation System. Please contact me at (760) 872-0785, with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

A474J.A:~ 
GAYLEJ. ROSANDER 
External Project Liaison 

c: State Clearinghouse 
Mark Reistetter, Caltrans 

"Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system 
to enhance California s economy and livability" 



Water Boards 

Lahontan Regional Water Quality Controf Board 

June 5, 2018 

Anu Doravari, Planning Technician 
City of California City 
21000 Hacienda Blvd. 
California City, CA 93505 
citymgr@californiacity.gov 

Comments on the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration for 
Zone Change to ·M-f and Development for Cannabis Cultivation and 
Manufacturing for Attil Farms, Inc, City of California City, Kern County -
State Clearinghouse Number 2018051010 

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region (Water Board) 
staff received an Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the 
above-referenced proposed Project (the Project) on May 10, 2018. The Project contains 
parcel 225-091-09 (19 acres). This parcel is located at the intersection of California City 
Boulevard and Maverick Street in California City; Section 23, Township 32S, Range 
.36E. See Figure 1 for an overview map of the location with geographical, political, and 
environmental boundaries. 
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Figure 1: Overview of Project Site in relation to jurisdictional boundaries 
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The IS/MND was prepared by the City of California City Planning Department (City) and 
submitted in compliance with provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). The Project will allow cannabis cultivation and processing in newly 
constructed buildings within an area requiring a zone change from 0/RA (Open 
Space/Residential Agricultural) to M-1 (Light Industrial). The project will be conducted 
in three phases, constru_cting three to four greenhouses per year over the next three 
years, and will include space for future industrial or commercial development. Road 
improvements include widening California City Boulevard and construction of a frontage 
road. 

Water Board staff, acting as a responsible agency, is providing these comments to 
specify the scope and content of the environmental information germane to our statutory 
responsibilities pµrsuant to CEQA Guidelines, California Code of Regulations (CCR), title 
14, section 15096. We thank the City for providing Water Board staff the opportunity to 
review and comment on the IS/MND and for taking the initiative to develop the IS/MND 
with considerations to potential effects on water quality. 

Based on our review of the IS/MND, we recommend revising appropriate sections of the 
IS/MND to address the potential water quality concerns associated with storm water 
runoff and the cumulative impacts from existing, proposed, and anticipated cannabis 
projects. Our comments on the Project are outlined below. 

WATER BOARD'S AUTHORITY 

All groundwater and surface waters are considered waters of the State. All waters of 
the State are protected under California law. State law assigns responsibility for 
protection of water quality in the Lahontan Region to the Lahontan Water Board. Some 
waters of the State are also waters of the United States. The Federal Clean Water Act 
(CWA) provides additional protection for those waters of the State that are also waters 
of the United States. 

The Water Quality Control Plan for the Lahontan Region (Basin Plan) contains policies 
that the Water Board uses with other laws and regulations to protect the quality of 
waters of the State within the Lahontan Region. The Basin Plan sets forth water quality 
standards for surface water and groundwater of the Region, which include designated 
beneficial uses as-well as narrative and numerical objectives which must be maintained 
or attained to protect those uses. The Basin Plan can be accessed via the Water 
Board's web site at 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan/water issues/programs/basin plan/references. 
shtml. 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

We recommend the following be included as part of the Project and considered in the 
environmental review. 

1. Storm Water conveyance 

Comment: The IS/MND refers to the Project as having a storm water drainage 
system to address drainage and runoff through on-site retention. However, no 
details are provided regarding drainage design, including the design storm 
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capacity. Because increased runoff from developed areas is a key variable driving 
a number of other adverse effects, attention to maintaining the pre-development 
hydrograph will prevent or minimize many problems and will limit the need for other 
analyses and mitigation. 

· Request: The IS/MND should be revised to include an adequate description·of · 
proposed drainage facilities, and to describe the specific mitigation measures to 
reduce potential impacts to a less than significant level. 

2. Cumulative impacts 

Comment: Other cannabis projects have been proposed within California City. The 
cumulative impacts from existing, proposed, and anticipated cannabis projects will 
lil<ely have a significant effect on the area's groundwater supply and groundwater 
quality. · ··· 

t'r• i, • • ,, •• ~ •• • • • • • • 

Request: The current assessment does not provide enough information on the j 
cumulative effects of probable future projects. The respondent should address how 
the potential impacts of the Project and other proposed and anticipated projects 
could or could not have a cumulative impact on the available water resources. 

PERMITTING REQUIREMENTS FOR INDIVIDUAL PROJECTS 

A number of activities have the potential to impact waters of the State and, therefore, 
may require permits issued by either the State Water Resources Control Board 
(State Water Board) or Lahontan Water Board. The required permits may include the 
following. 

3. Cannabis Cultivation 

Cannabis cultivation activities are regulated by the State Water Board's Cannabis 
Regulatory Program. Anyone seeking to divert water or discharge waste 
associated with cannabis cultivation activities must apply for coverage under the 
Cannabis General Permit, Water Quality Order (WQO) 2017-0023-DWQ, applied 
for through the State Water Board and applicability is issued by the Lahontan 
Water Board. 

When enrolling for coverage under the Cannabis General Permit, further detail will 
be needed regarding the industrial wastewater disposal system. The IS/MND 
refers to the Project as having a septic system and seepage pits (aka onsite 
wastewater treatment system) constructed.at the site for domestic wastewater 
disposal. Industrial wastewater will be collected in an individual tank that will be 
pumped into trucks by a third-party company and shipped to an appropriately 
permitted facility. The site plans included show no location for the proposed 
collection tank for the industrial wastewater. Water Board staff will request 
additional information to review the Project proponent's permit application, 
including wastewater system schematic/drawings to show the co_llection and 
conveyance process for the industrial wastewater, information specifying the 
company that will perform the hauling, and information on the facility where the 
waste will be disposed. 
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4. Land Disturbance 

Land disturbance of more than one acre may require a CWA, section 402(p) storm 
water permit, including a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) General Construction Storm Water Permit, Water Quality Order (WQO) 
2009-0009-DWQ, obtained from the State Water Board, or individual storm water 
permit obtained from the Lahontan Water Board. 

5. Storm Water Permit 

Depending on the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC} code for industrial-type 
activities at a specific site, individual projects may require an NPDES General 
Industrial Storm Water Permit, WQO-2014-0057-DWQ, obtained from the State 
Water Board, or individual Storm Water.Permit obtained from the Lahontan Water 
Board.· · 

Information regarding these permits, including application forms, can be downloaded 
from our web site at http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan/. We recommend early 
consultation with Water Board staff regarding potential permitting. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the IS/MND. If you have any questions 
regarding this letter, please contact Eric Taxer, Senior Water Resource Control 
Engineer, at (530) 542-5434, eric.taxer@waterboards.ca.gov. Please send all future 
correspondence regarding the Project to the Water Board's email address at 
Lahontan@waterboards.ca.gov and be sure to include the State Clearinghouse number 
and Project name in the subject line. 

Eric J. axer 
Senior Water Resource Control Engineer 

cc: State Clearinghouse (SCH 2018021055) (state.clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov) 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (reg4assistant@wildlife.ca.gov) 
Haitham Elsaad, Project Applicant, Attil Farms, Inc, 
Kaled Tamimi 
Mark Hagan, Wildlife Biologist 

R:\RB6\RB6Tahoe\UNITS\CANNABIS\Production\Sites\County_Kern\CEQA\California City Zone Change\DRAFT_CEOA LETTER 
IS-MND for Zone Change_APN22509109_KD 



Consideration of Comments, 19 June 2018 
Initial Study, Zone Change to M-1 & Development, APN 225-091-09 

SCH No. 2018051010 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) provided a comment letter to the "Zone 
Change to M-1 and Development on APN 225-091-09 (Project) Initial Study/Mitigated Negative 
Declaration, SCH No. 2018051010, dated 5 June 2018. 

Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (LRWQCB) provided a comment letter to the" 
Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration for Zone Change to M-1 and Development for 
Cannabis Cultivation and Manufacturing for Attil Farms, Inc, City of California City, Kern 
County - State Clearinghouse Number 2018051010, dated 5 June 2018. 

CDFW and LRWQCB concerns were considered along with the proposed mitigated negative 
declaration (MND) as required in Title 14, Section 15074(b). It is the finding of the City of 
California City, based on the whole record before us, that there is no substantial evidence that the 
project will have a significant effect on the environment and the MND reflects our independent 
judgment and analysis as the lead agency. 

CDFW's concerns over protocol surveys being completed by a professional biologist and that 
there would be substantial direct/indirect impacts to desert tortoise, Mohave ground squirrel, 
burrowing owl, desert kit fox, and American badger are unfounded. It is the lead agency's 
judgement the biological resource assessment and the Initial Study prepared for this project was 
adequate and met the required intent of determining presence/absence of both common and 
sensitive wildlife and plant species and impacts on their potential habitat. Protection measures 
provided in both the biological resource assessment and the Initial Study will adequately ensure 
that in the unlikely event a sensitive species enters the area it is protected from take. The loss of 
19 acres of compromised habitat in a highly fragmented condition is not considered a significant 
impact by the lead agency. 

The biological resource assessment was performed by Mark Hagan, a professional wildlife 
biologist, with over 30 years working with and managing programs for desert tortoise, burrowing 
owl, desert kit fox, American badger, MGS, as well as sensitive desert plants. Mr. Hagan is 
knowledgeable of their natural history, the recommended survey protocols, possessed a MOU for 
MGS and trapped and oversaw trapping for MGS, and has surveyed much of the area surveyed 
in California City. 

Last it is understood prior to initiation of cultivation activities the cultivator is required to submit 
a Lake and Streambed Alteration Notification to CDFW. It is also understood a written 
verification indicating there is no need for a Lake and Streambed Agreement (LSA) is required if 
there are no regulated State Waters in order to obtain a cannabis cultivation license. In addition, 
it is understood there is a requirement to enter into a LSA if there is State Waters in order to 
obtain a cannabis cultivation license. These steps will be followed at the appropriate time. 

LRWQCB's concerns as to the storm water design capacity and increased runoff from developed 
areas through the LRWQCB's permitting process for retention basins as noted in the Initial 
Study. The cumulative impacts to the area's groundwater supply and quality at this time is being 
tracked by the California City Planning Department. The Planning Department has set up 



Consideration of Comments, 19 June 2018 
Initial Study, Zone Change to M-1 & Development, APN 225-091-09 

SCH No. 2018051010 

evaluation points for proposed cannabis projects as a continual evaluation process to determine 
competency in meeting proposed project water demands. This project is the first and as the first 
project no cumulative impact is expected from it. Future projects will be assessed against each 
other as well as this project. The City has both a large capacity of groundwater supplies as well 
as an untapped supply of water from A VEK. The first evaluation point is when the proposed 
projects' water demands reach 100 acre feet a year (afy). The second evaluation point would be 
at 500 afy. Since 1 acre feet a year equals 325,851 gallons a year it is apparent this proposed 
project's estimated usage is so low 16.5 afy (5,390,000 gallons a year) as to be of no impact. 

Given LRWQCB 's permitting process, the City's evaluation points, this being the first cannabis 
project among very few other projects, and the evaluation provided in the Initial Study it is the 
judgement of the lead agency this has been adequately addressed. 
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CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 
NOTICE OF INTENT 

TO ADOPT 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

FOR 
ZONE CHANGE ZC 190 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held by the City Council, California 
City in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 21000, Hacienda Boulevard, California City, CA 
93505, to consider an application for Zone Change (ZC-190) and General Plan Amendment (GPA 
-190) for Deborah Vaupen, 1004 Pacific Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405. The applicant proposes 
to rezone approximately 3.13 acres of vacant desert land from 0/RA Open Space/ Residential 
Agriculture to C5 Regional Commercial to accommodate a recreational vehicle sales lot, a 
convenience store, and other retail commercial spaces for rent. The 3 .13 acre vacant land is located 
east of California State Route Highway 14 bearing Assessor's Parcel Number or APN: 225-013-
25 in Section 10, Township 32, Range 36E, Latitude 35.1627, Longitude -118.0931 in the City of 
California City, County of Kem, CA 93505. According to the Biological Resources Survey 
provided by the applicant this project is not expected to result in a significant adverse impact to 
biological resources (Hagan, 2017). Planning and environmental documents for this project are 
available to the public at the California City Planning Division, 21000 Hacienda Blvd. or online 
at www.californiacity-ca.gov 

MEETING DATE BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THIS PUBLIC HEARING: Tuesday, 
July 24, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. - City Council Meeting 

ANY PERSON WISHING TO BE HEARD on this matter may appear and speak at the City 
Council meeting or may submit their comments in writing directly to the City either in 
person/mail or via email to planning2@californiacity-ca.gov 



EXHIBIT A 
PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 03-27-2018 ZC 190 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 
RECOMMENDING THE ADOPTION OF ZONE CHANGE NO. 190 & GENERAL PLAN 

AMENDMENT 190 TO REZONE 3.13 ACRES OF LAND FROM OP.;EN SPACE/RESIDENTIAL 
(0/RA) TO REGIONAL COMMERCIAL 

.. 
THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY DOES ORDAIN 

AS FOLLOWS: 

Findings. 

The Planning Commission, determines and declares: 

( a) A duly-noticed public hearing has been conducted by the Planning Commission to consider 
the Zone Change and General Plan Amendment set forth herein. 

(b) This Zone Change and General Plan Amendment will not result in any significant adverse 
environmental impacts that will not be mitigated to less than a significant impact. 

( c) This Zone Change and General Plan Amendment will promote the welfare of the 
community. 

(d) This Zone Change and General Plan Amendment is consistent with the general plan and 
zoning regulations. 

Property Description. 

The property comprising the project site affected by this recommended Ordinance and 
General Plan Amendment (herein "subject property") is located along the western most 
boundary of California City and may be identified as APN: 225-013-25 (3.13 acres). 

Now therefore, after reviewing the City's initial study and proposed Negative Declaration, the 
Planning Commission hereby recommends that the City Council adopt an amendment to the 
Zoning Map and approve an amendment to the General Plan Land Use Map to change the Zoning 
Designation and General Plan land use Designation from 0/RA to CS Regional Commercial upon 
the subject property. 

Upon motion by Commissioner C1tt-1(?,Mov , seconded by 
Commissioner £ <,m ,6. .S , and carried by the following vote: 

A YES: Commissioner(s) CIC.t lfirll ,r.;,41 6UHdS. 1 --r R. "IY"(!,u,,. 
NOES: Commissioner(s) 
ABSENT: Commissioner(s) t-/oC,A~ -PuP~ 
ABSTAIN: Commissioner(s) 
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225 013 19 00 
Carol Cachat 
786 Highridge St 
Riverside, CA 92506 

225 333 1200 
Rosario Pedro Del & M Raquel 
17415 Vierra Ave 
Cerritos, CA 90703 

225 334 0200 
Allan & Edna Durand 
POBox465 
GLASLYNSK 
CANADA 

225 334 05 00 
Chan Begum 
51 Covington Ct 
East Brunswick, NJ 08816 

225 013 20 00 
Kingsley Family 
105 Avenida Salvador 
San Clemente, CA 92672 

225 333 19 00 
Sandra Odowd 
11202 Kingsdale Dr 
Corona, CA 92880 

225 334 03 00 
Joo Lee 
466 Foothill Blvd #317 
La Canada Flt, CA 910 ll 

225 013 25 00 
Deborah & Andrew Vaupen 
1004 Pacific St 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 

225 334 01 00 
Kenneth & Gwelda Fleming 
13322 Thistle Ave 
Norwalk, CA 90650 

225 334 04 00 
Michael & Maria Baltay 
9900 Milburn Dr 
Sun Valley, CA 91352 
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Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal 
Mail to: State Clearinghouse, P.O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 (916) 445-0613 
For Hand Delivery/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 

I== _Pri1!,!. For!! I Appendix C 

SCH#20t803\0l4 

Project Title: Initial Study, Negative Declaration, and Zone Change 190 

Lead Agency: City of California City 
Mailing Address: 21000 Hacienda Blvd. 

KEAN COUNTY 

Contact Person: Anu Oora~R g 6 2818 Phone: 760-373-7141 
City: California City Zip:93505 County: Kem M . 

----------------------------------~~--Project Location: County:Kern City/Nearest Community: California City---4-\4-..L 
Cross Streets: East of California State Route Highway 14 

Longitude/Latitude (degrees, minutes and seconds): ~ 0 ~ '!I__: NI -118 ° ~ ~ W Total Acres: 3. t --'-------
Assessor's Parcel No.: 225-013-25 Section: 10 Twp.: 32 Range: 36E Base: M.D .B&M 

Within 2 Miles: State Hwy#: 14 --------- Waterways: _N..;;.o _________________ _ 

Airports: _N_o ________ _ Railways:.;..N_o ______ _ Schools: No .;__ ______ _ 
Document Type: 

CEQA: 0 NOP 
0 EarlyCons 
f.81 Neg Dec 
0 MitNegDec 

Local Action Type: 

0 General Plan Update 
18] General Plan Amendment 
0 General Plan Element 
0 Community Plan 

Development Type: 

0 DraftEIR 
D Supplement/Subsequent EIR 
(Prior SCH No.) _____ _ 
Other: ________ _ 

0 Specific Plan 
0 Master Plan 
0 Planned Unit Development 
0 Site Plan · 

D Residential: Units ___ Acres __ _ 

NEPA: 0 NOI Other: 
0 EA 
0 Draft EIS 
0 FONSI 

0 Rezone 
0 Prezone 
0 UsePermit 
0 Land Division (Subdivision, etc.) 

0 Joint Document 
D Final Document 
D Other: _____ _ 

0 Annexation 
0 Redevelopment 
0 Coastal Permit 
0 Other. -----

0 Office: Sq.ft. ___ Acres___ Employees __ _ 
f.81 Commercial:Sq.ft. ___ Acres~ Employees __ _ 

D Transportation: Type-::------------
0 Mining: Mineral. _____ _,..=----

D Industrial: Sq.ft. Acres ___ Employees __ _ 
0 Educational: ---

• Power: Type ______ MW=-r----
0 Waste Treatment:Type MOD 1 

----------------0 Recreational_: _______________ _ D Hazardous Waste:Type ----
D Water Facilities:Type ______ MGD ____ _ 0 Other: _______________ _ 

----------------------------------------------Project Issues Discussed In Document: 

(gJ Aesthetic/Visual O Fiscal (gJ Recreation/Parks 
(gJ Agricultural Land O Flood Plain/Flooding O Schools/Universities 

D Vegetation 
f.81 Water Quality 
0 Water Supply/Groundwater 
0 Wetland/Riparian 

(gJ Air Quality O Forest Land/Fire Hazard O Septic Systems 
(gJ ArcheologicaVHistorlcal D GeologidSeismic D Sewer Capacity 
18] Biological Resources f.81 Minerals O Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading 0 Growth Inducement 

OLandUse 0 Coastal Zone f.81 Noise D Solid Waste 
0 Drainage/Absorption f.81 Population/Housing Balance (gJ Toxic/Hazardous 
0 Economic/Jobs f.81 Public Services/Facilities (gJ TraffidCirculation 

0 CumulativeEffects 
0 Other: _____ _ 

----------------------------------------------Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation: 
O/RA Open Space/Residential Agriculture 
Project o";~ripti~n;- (please use a separatepageifnecessaryr - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
The project proposes to rezone 3.13 acres of vacant desert land to CS Regional Commercial for the purpose of a recreation 
vehicle sales lot. 

Notice of Environmental Docume~ ,1 \\ 0-, 
Posted by County Clark on '/-J U · V 
and for 30 days thereafter, Pursuant to 

~ rl'l1 Section 21162(0), Public Resources Code 
Note: The State Clea rlnghause will assign ident{licat/011 11u111bersfor all n{JA,1Pflc.f9i}';; s/::H n111nber alr,ady ,xists for a project ( e.g. Nollet of Pnpamtion or 
,,,,,ullltt.r dl'tl/'t dat:u111ent) o/eas, fll/ (n. ,-, 

n ..... :.&...1 "tl\1 n 



Reviewing Agencies Checklist 

Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies below with and "X". 
If you have already sent your document to the agency please denote that with an "S". 

Air Resources Board 
__ Boating & Waterways, Department of 

__ California Emergency Management Agency 
__ California Highway Patrol 

S Caltrans District #9 

Caltrans Division of Aeronautics 
__ Caltrans Planning 

__ Central Valley Flood Protection Board 

__ Coachella Valley Mtns. Conservancy 

Coastal Commission 

Colorado River Board 
__ Conservation, Department of 

__ Corrections, Department of 

Delta Protection Commission 
__ Education, Department of 

Energy Commission 
-S-- Fish & Game Region #4 -- --
-- Food & Agriculture, Department of 

Forestry and Fire Protection, Department of 
General Services. Department of 
Health Services, Department of 

__ Housing & Community Development 
__ Native American Heritage Commission 

Office of Historic Preservation 
Office of Public School Construction 

__ Parks & Recreation, Department of 

__ Pesticide Regulation, Department of 

Public Utilities Commission 

S Regional WQCB #~ 
__ Resources Agency 

__ Resources Recycling and Recovery, Department of 

__ S.F. Bay Conservation & Development Comm. 

__ San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers & Mtns. Conservancy 

__ San Joaquin River Conservancy 

Santa Monica Mtns. Conservancy 

State Lands Commission 
SWRCB: Clean Water Grants 

__ SWRCB: Water Quality 
__ SWRCB: Water Rights 

__ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 
__ Toxic Substances Control, Department of 
__ Water Resources, Department of 

Other: ________________ _ 
Other: ________________ _ 

----------------------------------------------
Local Public Review Period (to be filled in by lead agency) 

Starting Date 03/05/2018 ---------------- Ending Date 04/04/2018 ------------------~---------------------------------------------
Lead Agency (Complete if applicable): 

Consulting Firm: DeWalt Corporation 
Address: 1930 22nd street 
City/State/Zip: Bakersfield, CA. 93301 
Contact: Cynthia Bermudez 
Phone: (661) 323-4600 x112 

Applicant: Deborah Vaupen 
Address: 1004 Pacific Street 
City/StatefZip: Santa Monica, CA. 90405 
Phone: {310) 488-3182 

----------------------------------------------
Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Co 161, Public Resources Code. 
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RE.:CEIVED WITH FEE ' . 
RECEIPT# ------ CEQA 

Transmittal Memorandum 

Attach one transmittal memorandum to the front of the original CEQA document. Clip copies in back. 
- If notice requires F&W receipt, you must provide a minimum of 3 copies of the document 
- If notice does not require F&W receipt, you must provide a minimum of 2 copies of the document. 

TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY 

LEAD AGENCY City of California City 

PROJECT TITLE Zone Change 190, Neg Dec 

PROJECT APPLICANT Deborah Vaupen -----------------------------
PHONE NUMBER (310)488-3182 

PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS 1004 Pacific Street ·-------------------------
CITY Santa Monica STATE CA ZIP CODE 90405 ----- ·-----
WORK ORDER# ---------- [81 30-Day Posting D 35-Day Posting D 45-Day Posting 

CONTACTPERSON_A_nu_Do_ra_va_n _______ _ PHONE NUMBER (760) 373- 7141 ----------
CHECK DOCUMENT BEING FILED: 

• Notice of Availability ......................................................................................................... No Fee 

l8I Notice of Intent. ................................................................................................................ No Fee 

• Notice of Preparation ........................................................................................................ No Fee 

• Notice of Public Hearing ..................................................................................................... No Fee 

• Other _________ _ ............................................................................... No Fee 

• Environmental Impact Report (EIR) ..................................................................................... $3168.00 • Previously paid (must attach receipt) Receipt Number # ______ _ 
• DFG No Effect Determination (F&W letter must be attached) .................................... No Fee 
D County Administrative Fee ................................................................................... $50.00 

[81 Mitigated Negative Declaration or Negative Declaration ........................................................... $2280.75 • Previously paid (must attach receipt) Receipt Number # ______ _ 
D DFG No Effect Determination (F&W letter must be attached) ..................................... No Fee 
D County Administrative Fee ................................................................................... $ 50.00 

• Notice of Exemption .......................................................................................................... No Fee 
[81 County Administrative Fee ................................................................................... $50.00 

* Additional copies to be returned to: 21000 Hacie'nda. Blvd. 
TOTAL$ _ 2_,330_Js ___ _ 

* Method of return: D Hold for pick-up/Call # ________ • Interoffice Mail 

PAYMENT METHOD: ALL APPLICABLE FEES MUST BE PAID AT THE TIME OF FILING 

D Cash/Money Order 
[81 Check • Credit Card 

OJV - Dept __ _ Fund. ____ Expense Key ___ _ 

Notice of Environmental Document 
Posted by County Clerk on 
and for 30 days thereafter, Pursuant to 
~ft""'6tA- n"' • t:!.n/rt\ n • • &...u- ""'-··· ·-- __ ,..,_ ..... _ 



• Stale of Ca!iiornia - Department of F-•sh (lnd Wi!dlif& 

2018 ENVIRONMENTAL FILING FEE CASH RECElPT 
DFW 753.5a (Rev. 01/02/18) Previously DFG 753.5a 

RECEIPT NUMBER: 

15 - 03062018 - 15136656 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (if applicable) 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. 
LEAD AGENCY LEAD AGENCY EMAIL 

CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 
COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING 

PROJECT TITLE 

ZONE CHANGE 190, NEG DEC 

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL 

DEBORAH VAUPEN 
PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS CIIY 

1004 PACIFIC STREET SANTA MONICA 
PROJECT APPLICANT (check appropnate box) 

STATE 

CA 

DATE 

3/6/2018 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 

9959 

PHONE NUMBER 

~ 310 ) 488-3182 

ZIP CODE 

90405 

O Local Public Agency O School District O Other Special District O State Agency l8J Private Entity 

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES: 

D Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

181 Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) 

O Certified Regulatory Program document (CRP) 

D Exempt from fee 

O Notice of Exemption (attach) 

D CDFW No Effect Detennination (attach) 

D Fee previously paid (altach previously issued cash receipt copy) 

D Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) 

181 County documentary handling fee 
D Other ________________ _ 

PAYMENT METHOD: 

$3,168.00 $ 

$2,280.75 $ 

$1,077.00 $ 

$850.00 $ 

$ 

$ 

0 Cash O Credit 18} Check O Other TOTAL RECEIVED $ 

SIGNATURE GENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE 

X RN _COUNTY CLERK, J. BOJORQUEZ OSS 

ORIGINAL· PROJECT APPLICANT COPY· CDFWIASB COPY• LEAD AGENCY COPY· COUNTY CLERK 

2,280.75 

0.00 

50.00 

2,330.75 

DFW 753.58 (Rev. 20151215) 



· Kern County 
Clerks Office 

1115 Truxtun Ave 
Bakersfield CA 93301 

661-868-3588 

CEQA 
County Clerk 
Fee 
#9'. ·; 1@$50.000 

$50.00 
NODw/ Neg 
Dec 1@ 
#9959 $2,280.750 

$2,280.75 

Total $2,330.75 

Check #1042 $2,330.75 

Change $0.00 

ORDER NO: 249994 
MAIL 
3/6/2018 12:19:00 PM 
BAKERSFIELD 
JASMIN BOJORQUEZ 



INITIAL STUDY AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM 

1. Project Title: 
Initial Study, Negative Declaration, Zone Change 190 

2. Lead Agency Name and Address: 
City of California City, 21000 Hacienda Blvd., California City, CA 93505 

3. Contact Person and Phone Number: 

Planning Technician - Anu Doravari (760) 373-7141 

4. Project Location: 
Parcel Number(s): 229-013-25 
Section 10, Township 32S, Range 36E 
State Highway 14 is on th<? east side of the property. Vacant/ undeveloped land is to the west, south, and north of the property. 

5. Project Sponsor's Name and Address: 
Deborah Vaupen, 1004 Pacific Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405 

6. General Plan Designation: 
Open Space / Residential Agricultural 

7. Zoning: 
Rezoned from 0/RA to CS 

8. Description of the Project: (Describe the whole action involved, including but not limited to later phases of the project, and 
any secondary, support, or off-site features necessary for its implementation. Attach additional sheets if necessary) 
Zone change 190 to change to the appropriate zoning. The property is currently zoned O / RA and will need to haye a zone 
change to accommodate a future commercial center. The new zoning designation would be CS - regional commercial. The 
property is an open field on the east side of State Highway 14. 

The project area is within the 1988-2028 city of California city redevelopment plan and project area environmental impact report 
(BIR) (sch#870019128). This project is consistent with the California city 2009-2028 general plan {sch#l 9922062069). The city's 
general plan is available on the city's website at www.callfomiacity-ca.gov on the planning department's webpage under the 
public works department. AU of these documents, including the 1988-2028 city of California City redevelopment plan and project 
area EIR are incorporated by reference and are also available for viewing at the city's planning department located at 21000 
Hacienda Boulevard, California City, CA 93505-2293. 

9. Surrounding Land uses and Setting: (Briefly describe the project's surroundings) 
The property is within the city's general plan. The property is adjacent to Highway 14 and all surrounding properties areO /RA 
zoned vacant land that does not include structures. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: The environmental factors checked below 
( II ) would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the 
checklist on the following pages. 

Aesthetics Hazards & Hazardous Public Services 
Materials 

Agriculture Resources Hydrology/Water Quality Recreation 

Air Quality Land Use/Planning Transportationffraffic 

Biological Resources Mineral Resources Utilities/Service Systems 

Cultural Resources Noise Mandatory Findings of 
Si_gruficance 

Geology/Soils Population/Housing 

DETERMINATION: (fo be completed by the Lead Agency). On the basis of this initial evaluation: 

I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a s ignificant effect on the environment, and a 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. X 
I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not 
be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the 
Droiect Drononent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be orenared. 
I find that the proposed project MAY have a s ignificant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMP ACT REPORT is reauired. 
I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially significant 
unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect (I) has been adequately analyzed in an 
earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and (2) has been addressed by mitigation measures 
based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMP ACT REPORT 
is reauired, but it must analvze only the effects that remain to be addressed. 
I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all 
potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that 
earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed 
uPon the pronosed Droject, nothing further is reauired. 

Signature Date 

Craig Platt Planning Director 
Printed Name Title 
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENT AL IMPACTS: 

1) A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are adequately supported by the infonnation sources a lead 
agency cites in its explanation following each question. A "No Impact" answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources 
show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one involved (e. g. the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" 
answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e. g. the project will not expose sensitive 
receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis). 

2) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as 
well as direct, and construction as well as operational impacts. 

3) Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, and then the checklist answers must indicate whether the impact 
is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation incorporated, or less than significant. "Potentially Significant Impact' is appropriate 
if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are one or more "Potentially Significant Impact" entries when the 
detennination is made, an Em is required. 

4) "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated" applies where the incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced 
an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact" to a "Less Than Significant Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and 
briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from Section 17, "Earlier Analysis," may be 
cross-referenced). 

5) Earlier analysis may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an 
earlier EIR or negative declaration. Section 15063 (c) (3) (D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following: 

(a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and stale where they are available for review. 

(b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects ftom the above checklist were within 
the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether such 

effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis. 

(c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated," descnbe the mitigation 
measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the extent to which they address the site-specific conditions 
for the project. 

6) Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to infonnation sources for potential impacts ( e.g. general plans, zoning 
ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where 
the statement is substantiated. 

7) Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or individuals contacted should be cited in the 
discussion. 

8) This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead agencies should nonnally address the questions 
from this checklist that are relevant to a project's environmental effects in whatever fonnat is selected. 

9) The explanation of each issue should identify: (a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and (b) the 
mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than signiticanl 
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ISSUES AND SUPPORTING INFORMATION SOURCES Potentially Less than Less than No 
significant significant significant impact 

impacts with impact 
mitigation 
required 

1. AESTHETICS. Would the project: 
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? No. The development will follow X 
Development Standards. 

b)Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to trees, rock X 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway. No. Property has 
no scenic resources or historic buildings. California City has no State Scenic 
Hii?hwayS. 

c)Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its X 
surroundings? No. The development will follow Development Standards. 

d)Create a new source of substantial light. No. Development will follow Lighting X 
Standards. 

z. AGRICULTURE RESOURCES: In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead 
agencies may refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California Department 
of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on alrriculture and fannland. Would the project: 

a)Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Fannland of Statewide Importance X 
(Farmland) as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Fannland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use? 
No. Property is currently zoned as O / RA, Open Space/ Residential Agriculture 
and there is no farming in the area. 

b )Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract? No. X 
Property is currently zoned as O / RA, Open Space/ Residential Agriculture and 
is not under the Williamson Act contract. 

c)Involve other changes ;n the existing environment which, due to their location or X 
nature, could result in conversion of Fannland, to non-agricultural use? No. The 
requested change in zoning designation will not affect the agricultural use of the 
tlrooertv. 

3.AIR QUALITY: Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management or air pollution control 
district mav be relied upon to make the following detenninations. Would the project: 

a)Contlict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan? No. The X 
project is for re-zoning to a regional commercial zone for future development that 
will include a recreational vehicle sales lot, a convenient store, and other retail 
commercial spaces for rent. 

b )Violate any air quality standard or contnbute substantially to an existing or projected X 
air quality violation? No. The project is for re-zoning to a regional commercial zone 
for future development that will include a recreational vehicle sales lot, a convenient 
store, and other retail commercial spaces for rent. 
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c) Result in a cumulatively considerable nel increase of any criteria pollutant for which X 
the project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air 
quality standard (including releasing emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds 
for ozone precursors)? No. The project is for re-zoning to a regional commercial 
zone for future development that will include a recreational vehicle sales lot, a 
convenient store, and other retail commercial spaces for rent. 

d)Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations? No. The project is X 
for re-zoning to a regional commercial zone for future development lhat will include 
a recreational vehicle sales lot, a convenient store, and other retail commercial spaces 
,. __ ---· 

e )Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people? No. The project X 
is for re-zoning to a regional commercial zone for future development that will include 
a recreational vehicle sales lot, a convenient store, and other retail commercial spaces I'~---~· 
4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES. Would the oroiect: 
a) Have a substantial adverse effect. either directly or through habitat modifications. on X 

any species identified as a candidate. sensitive, or special status species in local or 
regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department offish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)? Desert tortoises may 
occur in adjacent properties. and the vegetation within the study area offers a 
potential nesting habitat for migratory birds. However, the necessary studies and will 
be done prior to development, per the Biological Resource Assessment of APN 
225-013-25, dated 10/29/2017. As noted in the Biological Resource Assessment for 
this property, this project is not expected to result in a significant adverse impact to 
bioloaicat resources. 

b)Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural X 
comm1n1ity identified in local or regional plans, policies, and regulations or by the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service? No 
per the Biological Resource Assessment of APN225-013-25, dated 10/29/2017. This 
project is not expected to result in a significant adverse impact to biological 
resources. 

c)Havc a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by X 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including. but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, 
coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other 
means? No. There are no wetlands within the project area. 

d)Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or X 
wildlife species or with established native resident migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites? Desert tortoises may occur in 
adjacent properties, and the vegetation within the study area offers a potential nesting 
habitat for migratory birds. However, the necessary studies and will be done prior to 
development, per the Biological Resource Assessment of APN 22S-013-2S, dated 
10/29/2017. As noted in the Biological Resource Assessment for this property, this 
project is not expected to result in a significant adverse impact to biological 
resources. 

e)Conflictwith any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as X 
a tree preservation policy or ordinance? No per the Biological Resource Assessment 
of APN 22S-013-2S, dated 10/29/2017. This project is not expected to result in a 
si=ificant adverse imoact to bioloaical resources. 
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5.CULTURAL RESOURCES. Would the project: 
a)Cause as ubstantial adverse change in the significance of ah istorical resource as 

defined in Section 15064.5? No. If a historical resource is found during excavation, 
all work would be suspended until the area has been thoroughly examined. 

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource 
pursuant to Section 15064.5? No. If an archeological resource is found during 
excavation, all work would be suspended until the area has been thoroughly 
examined. 

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature? No. If a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic 
feature is found during excavation, all work would be suspended until the area has 
been thoroughly examined. 

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries? 
No. If any human remains are found during excavation, all work would be suspended 
until the area has been thoroughly examined. 

6.GEOLOGY AND SOILS. Would the project 
a\ Fxnose oeo1>le or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, includine: the risk of loss, injurv, or death involvine:: 
i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo 

Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on 
other substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and Geology 
Special Publication 42. No. The Muroc Fault traverses the southeastern portion of the 
City. This fault has not demonstrated Holocene movement during the past 11,000 
years and, therefore, is not classified as an active or potentially active fault (reference 
page 6-3 of the City's General Plan, source Geological Hazards Study, April 2003). 
However, seismic ground shaking, seismic-related ground failure, including 
liquefaction could occur without warning in any location in the state of California. 

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking? No. However, seismic ground shaking, 
seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction could occur without warning in 
any location in the state of California. 

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction? No. Approved under EIR 
for 40 year docs. RDA project area. However, seismic ground shaking, 
seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction could occur without warning in 
any location in the state of California. 

iv) Landslides? No. Landslides are highly unlikely due to the flat terrain. Landslides 
are highly unlikely due to the terrain of the City (General Plan - Figure 6-3). 

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? No. Soils report not required 
at this time. 

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable 
as a result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral 
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? No. The parcel is flat. 
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d)Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building X 
Code (1994), creating substantial risks to life or property? No. The parcel is flat. 

e)Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative X 
waste water disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste 
water? No. The parcel is flat. 

7.HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. Would the project: 
a)Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine X 

transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials? No. The project is for re-zoning to 
a regional commercial zone for future development that will include a recreational 

1•ehiele sales lot, a convenient store, and other retail commercial spaces for rent. 

b)Crcate a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably X 
foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous 
materials into the environment? No. The project is for re-zoning to a regional 

commercial zone for future development that will include a recreational vehicle sales 
lot. a convenient store, and other retail commercial spaces for rent. 

c)Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, X 
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school? No. 

The project is for re-zoning to a regional commercial zone for future development that 
will include a recreational vehicle sates lot, a convenient store, and other retail 
commercial spaces for rent. 

d)Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled X 
pursuant to Government Code Section 6S962.S and, as a result, would it create a 
significant hazard to the public or the environment? No. According to the Cortese 
List, there are no hazardous material sites in the City of California City. 

e)For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not X 
been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airpon, would the 
project result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area? 
No. Although the property site is within the S mile radius of a public airport, the 
property will be used for a recreational vehicle sates lot, a convenient store, and 
other retail commercial spaces for rent. 

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project result in a X 
safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area? No. There are no 
private airstrips within the jurisdictional boundaries of the City. 

g)Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency X 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan? No. This is a land use change. The 
City's General Plan Land Use, Circulation, Safety, Open Space and Conservation 
Element's Goals, Policies, and Implementation Measures apply. Will satisfy all Fire 
Department and Building Department requirements. 

h)Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death including X 
where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed 
with wildlands? The nroocrtv will be used for re2ional commercial development: 
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a recreational vehicle sales lol, a convenient store, and other retail commercial spaces. 

8. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY. Wouldtheprojecl: 
a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements? No. Project X 

would be designed to required specifications. 

b )Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with X 
groundwater recharge such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a 
lowering of the local growidwater table level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing 
nearby wells would drop to a level which would not support existing land uses or 
planned uses for which pennits have been granted)? The property will be used for a 
recreational vehicle sales lot, a convenient store, and other retail commercial spaces 
for rent. 

c)Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through X 
the alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a manner which would result in 
substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site? No. A stonn water drainage system 
will be planned to accommodate future development and retained onsite. 

d)Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through X 
the alteration of the course of a stream or river, or substantially increase the rate or 
amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- or off-site? 
No. A storm water drainage system will be planned to accommodate the project and 
retained onsite. 

e)Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or X 
planned storm water drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff? No. A storm water drainage system will be planned to accommodate 
the project and retained onsite. 

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality? No. A storm water drainage system X 
will be planned to accommodate lhe project. 

g)Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a federal Flood X 
Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood h87.8rd delineation 
map? No. No housing will be developed on this property. 

h) Place within a I 00-year flood hazard area structures which would impede or X 
redirect flood flows? No. Per the FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map Panel 292S of 412S 
which (included in this submission for reference) shows that the property is not within 
the I 00 year flood zone hazard area. 

i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death X 
involving flooding, including flooding as a result of the failure of a levee or dam? No. 
Per the FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map Panel 292S of 412S which is (included in this 
submission for reference) shows that the property is not within the 100 year flood zone 
hazard area 

j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow? No. The project is not near a large body X 
ofwater. 
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c)Docs the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse X 
effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly? No. Zone change from O/RA 
toC5. 

END OF DOCUMENT 
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Biological Resource Assessment of APN 225-013-25, California City, California 

Mark Hagan, Wildlife Biologist, 44715 17th Street East, Lancaster, CA 93535 

Abstract 

Development has been proposed for APN 225-013-25, California City, California. The 
approximately 3 acre (1.2 ha) study area was located north of Maury Avenue and east of 
Highway 14, T32S, R36E, a portion of the SEI/4 of the SEI/4 of the NEI/4 of Section 10, 
M.D .B.M. A line transect survey was conducted on 21 October 2017 to inventory biological 
resources. The proposed project area was characteristic of a creosote bush (Larrea tridentata) 
scrub plant community. A total of twenty-eight plant species and fifteen wildlife species or their 
sign were observed during the line transect survey. No desert tortoises (Gopherus agassizil) or 
their sign were observed during the field survey. No Mohave ground squirrels 
(Xerospennophilus mohavensis) were observed or audibly detected during the field survey. No 
burrowing owls (Athene cunicularia) or their sign were observed during the field survey. No 
sensitive plants, specifically, alkali mariposa lily (Calochortus striatus), desert cymopterus 
(Cymopterus deserticola), and Barstow woolly sunflower (Eriophyllum mohanense) are expected 
to occur within the study area due to lack of suitable habitat. Prairie falcons (Falco mexicanus) 
and other raptors may fly over the site but there are no nesting or roosting opportunities available 
within the study site. Vegetation within the study area provides potential nesting sites for 
migratory birds. No other state or federally listed species are expected to occur within the 
proposed project area. A braided ephemeral wash was observed within the study site. 

Recommended Protection Measures: 

Desert tortoises may occur adjacent to the study area, therefore the following desert 
tortoise protection measures are recommended: 

All personnel working or using the site will receive an education program. Videos, 
brochures, books, and briefmgs may be used in the educational program. The education program 
will provide information on the natural history of the desert tortoise. its status, and protection 
measures to be followed during construction. 

A qualified biological monitor will be present during construction activities at least until 
pre-construction surveys have demonstrated that desert tortoises are not present within the 
project area and a fence to exclude their entry into the site has been constructed. 

Construction areas will be clearly fenced, flagged, or marked to delineate the outer 
boundaries and define the limit of work activities prior to the initiation of work. Construction 
areas include parking and equipment staging areas. 

Preconstruction surveys will be conducted in work areas. Preconstruction surveys will be 
conducted by qualified biologists. If any desert tortoises are found during preconstruction 
surveys or during construction; all work will cease until the desert tortoise leaves the area of its 
own volition or appropriate pennits are obtained to relocate the animal. 



All workers will inspect underneath parked vehicles prior to operating them. If a desert 
tortoise is found beneath a parked vehicle, the vehicle will be left parked until the desert tortoise 
leaves of its own volition to a safe location. 

Construction activities between dusk and dawn will not be permitted in areas supporting 
native vegetation. 

At the end of each work day, all open excavations will be backfilled or otherwise altered 
to prevent desert tortoise from being trapped in them. While excavations remain open, a 
biological monitor will check for trapped desert tortoises and other wildlife at least three times 
each day. 

All trash and food items will be promptly contained and regularly removed from work 
areas to reduce the attraction of common ravens ( Corvas corax) and other desert tortoise 
predators to the area. 

The vegetation within the study area offers potential nesting habitat for migratory birds. 
If possible, removal of vegetation will occur outside the breeding season for migratory birds. 
Nesting generally lasts from February to July but may extend beyond this time frame. If 
vegetation removal will occur during or close to the nesting season, a qualified biologist will 
survey all areas to be disturbed as close as possible but no more than one week prior to removal. 
If active bird nests are foun~ impacts to nests will be avoided by either delaying work or 
establishing initial buffer areas of a minimum of 50 feet (16 m) around active migratory bird 
species nests. The project biologist will determine if the buffer areas should be increased or 
decreased based on the nesting bird response to disturbances. 

An area that has any of the following characteristics which will be impacted by 
development: distinct bed, bank, channe~ signs of scouring, evidence of water flow, may require 
a Streambed Alteration Agreement from the CDFW prior to development activities. This project 
may require consultation with California Department of Fish and Wildlife to determine whether 
a Streambed Alteration Agreement is needed. 

Significance: This project is not expected to result in a significant adverse impact to biological 
resources. 

Development has been proposed for APN 225-013-25, California City, California (Figure 
1 ). Development would include installation of access roads, parlcing and utilities (water, sewer, 
electric, etc.). The entire project area would be graded prior to construction activities. 

An environmental analysis should be conducted prior to any development project. An 
assessment of biological resources is an integral part of environmental analyses (Gilbert and 
Dodds 1987). The pwpose of this study was to provide an assessment of biological resources 
potentially occurring within, or utilizing the proposed project area. Specific focus was on the 
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presence/absence of rare, threatened and endangered species of plants and wildlife. Species of 
concern included the desert tortoise ( Gopherus agassizii), Mohave ground squirrel 
(Xerospermophilus mohavensis), desert kit fox (Vulpes macrotis), burrowing owl (Athene 
cunicularia), prairie falcon (Falco mexicanus), desert cymopterus (Cymopterus deserticola), 
Barstow woolly sunflower (Eriophyllum mohanense), and alkali mariposa lily (Calochortus 
striatus). 

Study Area 

The approximately 3 acre (1.2 ha) study area was located north of Maury Avenue and 
east of Highway 14, T32S, R36E, a portion of the SEl/4 of the SEI/4 of the NEI/4 of Section 
10, M.D.B.M. (Figures 2 and 3). Highway 14 and it's easement consisting of creosote bush 
(Larrea tridentata) habitat, a dirt trail, and a barbed wire fence (approximately 85 feet (27 m) 
wide) fonned the western boundary of the study area. Creosote bush scrub habitat occurred 
adjacent to all other sides of the study area. 

Methods 

A line transect survey was conducted to inventory plant and wildlife species occurring 
within the proposed project area (Cooperrider et al. 1986, Davis 1990). Line transects were 
walked in a north-south orientation. Line transects ranged from 220 to 845 feet (71 to 273 m) 
long and spaced 35 feet (11 m) apart (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 2010). 

All observations of plant and animal species were recorded in field notes. Field guides 
were used to aid in the identification of plant and animal species (Arnett and Jacques 1981, 
Borror and White 1970, Burt and Grossenheider 1976, Gould 1981, Jaeger 1969, Knobel 1980, 
Robbins et al. 1983, Stark 2000). Observations were aided with the use of 10x50 and 10x42 
binoculars. Observations of animal tracks, scat, and burrows were also utilized to determine the 
presence of wildlife species inhabiting the proposed project area (Cooperrider et al. 1986, 
Halfpenny 1986, Lowrey 2006, Murie 1974). Aerial photos, California Natural Diversity 
Database (Mojave NE, 2015), and USGS topographic map were reviewed. Photographs of the 
study site were taken (Figure 4). 

Results 

A total of 15 line transects were walked on 21 October 2017. Weather conditions 
consisted of warm temperatures ( estimated 70 degrees F), 0% cloud cover, and moderate wind 
Sandy loam surface soil texture was observed throughout the study area. No blue line streams 
were found on USGS topo maps. A braided ephemeral wash was observed within the study site 
(Figure 5). Topography of the study area ranged from approximately 2,599 to 2,609 feet(838 to 
842 m) above sea level. 

The proposed project area was characteristic of a creosote bush (Larrea tridentata) scrub 
habitat (Barbour and Major 1988). A total of twenty-eight plant species were observed during 
the line transect survey (Table 1). The dominant shrub species throughout the study area was 
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Figure 2. Approximate location of study area as depicted on excerpt from USGS Quadrangle, 
Mojave NE. Calif .• 7.5' 1973. 
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Figure 3. Aerial photo showing surrounding land use, 2017, Google Earth. 
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Figure 4. Photographs depicting the general habitat within the study site. 
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Figure 5. Aerial from Google Earth, 2017, depicting braided ephemeral wash. 
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Table l. List of plant species that were observed during the line transect survey of APN 225-
013-25, California City, California. 

Common Name 

Joshua tree 
Creosote bush 
Winterfat 
Mormon tea 
Four-wing saltbush 
Paper bag bush 
Burrobush 
Peachthorn 
Anderson thorn 
Cotton thorn 
Felt thorn 
Skeleton weed 
Goldenhead 
Woody bottlewasher 
Spineflower sp. 
Spotted buckwheat 
Turkey mullein 
Snakeshead 
Giliasp. 
Fiddleneck 
Comet blazing star 
Nevada blue grass 
Mustard sp. 
Tumble mustard 
Redbrome 
Cheatgrass 
Schismus 
Red stemmed filaree 

Mushroom 
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Scientific Name 

Yucca brevifolia 
Larrea tridentata 
Eurotia /anata 
Ephedra nevadensis 
Atriplex canescens 
Salazaria mexicana 
Ambrosia dumosa 
Lycium cooperi 
Lycium andersonii 
Tetradymia spinosa 
Tetradymia stenolepis 
Eriogonum sp. 
Acamptopappus sphaerocephalus 
Camissonia boothii 
Chorizanthe sp. 
Eriogonum maculatum 
Eremocarpus setigerus 
Malacothrix coulteri 
Gilia sp. 
Amsinckia tessellata 
Mentzelia albicaulis 
Poasecu11da 
Brassicaceae 
Sisymbrium altisissiimum 
Bromus robens 
Bromus tectonnn 
Schismus sp. 
Erodiu.m cicutarium 

Kingdom: Fungi 



creosote bush. Schismus (Schismus sp.) was the dominant annual species throughout the study 
area. No alkali mariposa lilies, Barstow woolly sunflowers, or desert cymopterus or suitable 
habitat for these species were observed within the study site. 

A total of fifteen wildlife species, or their sign were observed during the line transect 
survey (Table 2). No desert tortoises or their sign were observed during the field survey. No 
burrowing owls or their sign were observed within the study site during the field survey. No bird 
nests were observed within the study area. No desert fox or their sign were observed during the 
field survey. No Mohave ground squirrels were detected visually or audibly during the field 
survey. 

Sheep ( Ovis sp.) grazing sign was observed within the study area. A small amount of 
scattered litter was observed within the study site. 

Discussion 

It is probable that some annual species were not visible during the time the field survey 
was performed. Based on the habitat, no sensitive plant species are expected to exist on the 
study site. Although not observed, several wildlife species would be expected to occur within 
the proposed project area (Table 3). 

Human impacts to the area are expected to continue. Habitat in the general area will 
continue to become degraded and fragmented. Burrowing animals within the proposed project 
area are not expected to survive construction activities. More mobile species, such as 
lagomorphs (rabbits and hares), coyotes ( Canis latrans), and birds are expected to survive 
construction activities. Development of this site will result in less cover and foraging 
opportunities for species occurring within and adjacent to the study area. 

The desert tortoise is a state and federal listed threatened species. The proposed project 
area was located within the geographic range of the desert tortoise. The proposed project site 
was not located in critical habitat designated for the Mojave population of the desert tortoise. 
No desert tortoises or their sign were observed within the study area. Desert tortoises are not 
expected to inhabit the study area. Desert tortoises may occur in habitat adjacent to the study 
area. 

Burrowing owls are considered a species of special concern by the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). No burrowing owls or their sign were observed within the study 
area. No potential cover sites for burrowing owl were observed during the field survey. 

Many species of birds and their active nests are protected under the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act. Prairie falcons and other raptors may fly over the site but would not be expected to 
nest within the study area due to a lack of suitable nesting habitat. The vegetation within the 
study area offers potential nesting habitat for other migratory birds. 

The Mohave ground squirrel (MGS) is a state listed threatened species. The proposed 
project site was located within the geographic range of the MGS. No MGS have been 
documented in the vicinity of the study area (California Natural Diversity Database 2015). Five 
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Table 2. List of wildlife species, or their sign, that were observed during the line transect survey 
of APN 225-013-25, California City, California. 

Common Name 

Rodents 
Kangaroo rat 
Antelope ground squirrel 
Desert cottontail 
Black-tailed jackrabbit 
Sheep 

Common raven 
Loggerhead shrike 
Black-eyed junco 

Side blotched lizard 

Butterfly (white) 
Dragonfly 
Flysp. 
Ants, small, black 
Harvester ants 

Scientific Name 

Order: Rodentia 
Dipodomys sp. 
Ammospermophilus leucurus 
Sylvilagus auduboni 
Lepus califomicus 
Ovis sp. 

Corvus corax 
Lanius ludovicianus 
Junco hyemalis 

.Uta stansburiana 

Order: Lepidoptera 
Order: Odonata 
Order: Diptera 
Order: Hymenoptera 
Order: Hymenoptera 

Table 3. List of wildlife species that may occur within the study area, APN 225-013-25, 
California City, California. 

Common Name 

Deermouse 
Coyote 

Le Conte• s thrasher 
Mourning dove 
Northern mockingbird 
Homed lark 
Sage sparrow 
House finch 

Leopard lizard 
Desert homed lizard 
Western whiptail 
Gopher snake 
Mojave rattlesnake 

Bee 
Darkling beetle 
Spidersp. 
Grasshopper 
Ladybird beetle 
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Scientific Name 

Peromyscus maniculatus 
Canis /atraris 

Toxostoma /econtei 
Zenaida macroura 
Mimus polyglottos 
Eremophi/a alpestris 
Amphispiza be/Ii 
Carpodacus mexicanus 

Gambelia wislizenii 
Phrynosoma platyrhinos 
C11emidophorus tigris 
Pituophis me/0110/eucus 
Crota/us scutulatus 

Order: Hymenoptera 
Coelocnemis californicus 
Order: Araneida 
Order: Orthoptera 
Hippodamia convergens 



winterfat (Eurotia lanata), and no spiny hopsage ( Grayia spinosa) were found on the study site. 
These two species are considered important forage for MGS. Dr. Leitner (2008) determined that 
combined densities of winterfat and spiny hopsage greater than 250 to 300 per ha (2.5 acres) are 
associated with occupancy ofMGS. Dr. Leitner postulated based on trapping surveys in the 
southern portion of the MGS range that densities < 24/ha of spiny hopsage and< 100/ha of 
winterfat on a site was considered poor forage and may be related to the absence of MGS. No 
wildlife corridors are expected to exist between the closest core MGS population and the project 
site. The farthest documented movement ofMGS is 3.9 miles (Harris and Leitner 2005). The 
Little Dixie Wash, postulated by Dr. Leitner (2008) to be one of four core areas for MGS is 
located approximately 30 miles (48 km) to the northeast and the Desert Tortoise Natural Area, a 
recognized MGS population area, is iocated approximately 11 miles (l 7 .7 km) to the east. 
Neither population area is considered to have immigration into this project site or the lands 
adjacent to the site. MGS reproduction appears to be tied to adequate rainfall and forage. In low 
rainfall years (e.g., less than 6.5 cm [2.6 in.]), they may forego breeding (MGSWG 2011), and 
breeding may not occur for several years during prolonged drought (Best 1995). Because of the 
small geographic range of the species, low rainfall can lead to reproductive failure throughout 
the range (MGSWG 2011, Dudek, 2012). Given the short life span ofMGS, approximately 5 to 
7 years, if too many years pass with less than 2.6 inches ofrainfall this reproductive strategy may 
cause the extirpation oflocal populations. Rainfall measured over the last 6 years at Edwards 
AFB, the closest rainfall station registering data, was 2012: 1.5'', 2013: 1.16", 2014: 1.75", 
2015: 0.30", 2016: 1.63", and 2017: 2.51" (Armstrong Flight Research 2017). Though there has 
been rainfall close to the level needed in 2017, the timing is such that MGS reproduction would 
not have affected a change in their expected presence at this time. Based on these factors, the 
disturbance level and small size of the study site, Mohave ground squirrels are not expected to be 
present within the study area. No protection measures for MGS are recommended. 

No suitable habitat for alkali mariposa lily, Barstow woolly sunflower or desert 
cymopterus was observed within the study site. Based on the results of the field survey these 
species are not expected to occur within the study area and no protection measures are 
recommended. No other state or federally listed species are expected to occur within the 
proposed project area ( California Department of Fish and Wildlife 2015, Smith and Berg 1988, 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 2016). 

The braided ephemeral wash observed within the study area contained sparse vegetation 
and the same plant species as surrounding habitat. The wash originates off site, is very shallow 
with a sandy bottom and in portions of the wash contains various sizes of rocks. A complete 
delineation was not accomplished during the field survey. 

Landscape design should incorporate the use of native plants to the maximum extent 
feasible. Native plants that have food and cover value to wildlife should be used in landscape 
design (Adams and Dove 1989). Diversity of native plants should be maximiz.ed in landscape 
design (Adams and Dove 1989). 

Recommended Protection Measures: 

Desert tortoises may occur adjacent to the study area, therefore the following desert 
tortoise protection measures are recommended: 
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All personnel working or using the site will receive an education program. Videos, 
brochures, books, and briefings may be used in the educational program. The education program 
will provide information on the natural history of the desert tortoise, its status, and protection 
measures to be followed during construction. 

A qualified biological monitor will be present during construction activities at least until 
pre"construction surveys have demonstrated that desert tortoises are not present within the 
project area and a fence to exclude their entry into the site has been constructed. 

Construction areas will be clearly fenced, flagged, or marked to delineate the outer 
boundaries and define the limit of work activities prior to the initiation of work. Construction 
areas include parking and equipment staging areas. 

Preconstruction surveys will be conducted in work areas. Preconstruction surveys will be 
conducted by qualified biologists. If any desert tortoises are found during preconstruction 
surveys or during construction; all work will cease until the desert tortoise leaves the area of its 
own volition or appropriate permits are obtained to relocate the animal. 

All workers will inspect underneath parked vehicles prior to operating them. If a desert 
tortoise is found beneath a parked vehicle, the vehicle will be left parked until the desert tortoise 
leaves of its own volition to a safe location. 

Construction activities between dusk and dawn will not be permitted in areas supporting 
native vegetation. 

At the end of each work day, all open excavations will be backfilled or otherwise altered 
to prevent desert tortoise from being trapped in them. While excavations remain open, a 
biological monitor will check for trapped desert tortoises and other wildlife at least three times 
each day. 

All trash and food items will be promptly contained and regularly removed from work 
areas to reduce the attraction of common ravens ( Corvas corax) and other desert tortoise 
predators to the area. 

The vegetation within the study area offers potential habitat for migratory birds. If 
possible, removal of vegetation will occur outside the breeding season for migratory birds. 
Nesting generally lasts from February to July but may extend beyond this time frame. If 
vegetation removal will occur during or close to the nesting season, a qualified biologist will 
survey all areas to be disturbed as close as possible but no more than one week prior to removal. 
If active bird nests are found, impacts to nests will be avoided by either delaying work or 
.establishing initial buffer areas of a minimum of 50 feet (16 m) around active migratory bird 
species nests. The project biologist will determine if the buffer areas should be increased or 
decreased based on the nesting bird response to disturbances. 
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An area that has any of the following characteristics which will be impacted by 
development: distinct bed, bank, channel, signs of scouring, evidence of water flow, may require 
a Streambed Alteration Agreement from the CDFW prior to development activities. This project 
may require consultation with California Department of Fish and Wildlife to determine whether 
a Streambed Alteration Agreement is needed. 

Significance: This project is not expected to result in a significant adverse impact to biological 
resources. 
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STATE OF CALIFORNL.\ 

GOVERN-OR'S OFFICE of PLWNING AND RESEARCH 
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE A.'-!D PLAN'NING UNIT 

ED).[CND G. BROW;'I; JR. 
Gon,RNOR 

April 5, 2018 

Anu Doravari 
California City 
2 l 000 Hacienda Boulevard 
California City, CA 93505-2293 

Subject: Initial Study, Negative Declaration, and Zone Change 190 
SCH#: 2018031014 

Dear Anu Doravari: 

The State Clearinghouse submitted the above named Negative Declaration to selected state agencies for 
review. On the enclosed Document Details Report please note that the Clearinghouse has listed the state 
agencies that reviewed your document. The review period closed on April 4, 2018, and the comments from 
the responding agency (ies) is (are) enclosed. If this comment package is not in order, please notify the 
State Clearinghouse immediately. Please refer to the project's ten-digit State Clearinghouse number in 
future correspondence so that we may respond promptly. 

Please note that Section 2 l 104(c) of the California Public Resources Code states that: 

"A responsible or other public agency shall only make substantive comments regarding those 
activities involved in a project which are within an area of expertise of the agency or which are 
required to be carried out or approved by the agency. Those conunents shall be supported by 
specific documentation." 

These comments are forwarded for use in preparing your final environmental document. Should you need 
more information or clarification of the enclosed comments, we recommend that you contact the 
commenting agency directly. 

This letter acknowledges that you have complied with the State Clearinghouse review requirements for 
draft en.,,ironmental documents, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act. Please conuct the 
State Clearinghouse at (916) 445-0613 if you have any questions regarding the environmental review 
process. 

Enclosures 
cc: Resources Agency 

1400 10th Street P.O. Box 3044 Sacramento, California 95812-3044 
1-916-445-0613 FAX 1-916-558-3164 www.opr.ca.gov 



SCH# 2018031014 

Document Detail~ Report 
State Clearinghouse Data Base 

Project Title Initial Study, Negative Declaration, and Zone Change 190 
Lead Agency California City 

Type Neg Negative Declaration 

Description The project proposes to rezone 3.13 acres of vacant desert land to CS regional commercial. for the 
purpose of a recreation vehicle sales fol 

Lead Agency Contact 
Name Anu Doravari 

Agency California City 
Phone (760) 373-7141 
email 

Address 21000 Hacienda Boulevard 
City California City 

Project Location 
County Kern 

City California City 
Region 

Lat I Long 35• 16' 27" N / 118° 09' 31" W 
Cross Streets East of CA SR 14 

Parcel No. 225-013-25 
Township 32 Range 36E 

Proximity to: 
Highways 14 

Airports 
Railways 

Waterways 
Schools 

Land Use 0/RA Open space/res ag 

Fax 

State CA Zip 93505-2293 

Section 10 Base MDBM 

Project Issues AestheticNisual; Agricultural Land; Air Quality; Archaeologic-Historic; Biological Resources; Noise; 
Minerals; Population/Housing Balance; Public Services; Recreation/Parks; Toxic/Hazardous; 
Traffic/Circulation; Water Quality 

Reviewing Resources Agency; Department of Fish and Wildlife, Region 4; Department of Parks and Recreation; 
Agencies Department of Water Resources; California Highway Patrol; Caltrans, District 9; State Water 

Resources Control Board, Division of Water Quality; Regional Water Quality Control Bd., Region 6 
(Victorville); Department of Toxic Substances Control; Native American Heritage Commission 

Date Received 03/06/2018 Start of Review 03/06/2018 End of Review 04/04/2018 



F.DM• J!'JD G. BROW~ It.. vem r 

DEPARTMENT OF TR.\J'iSPORTATION 
DISTRICT9 
500 SOUTH MA[N STREET 
BISHOP, CA 93514 
PHONE (760) 872-0785 
F Ax (760) sn-0073 3ovemol'sOffideoiP/allning&~ 
TTY 711 
www.dot.ca.gov 

~farch23, 20l8 

Ms. Anu Doravari 

MAR 23 2018 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE 

California City Planning Department 
21000 Hacienda Blvd. 
California City, California 93505 

File: KER-14-24.25 
IS/ND 
SCH#: 2018031014 

,Va.'<ing Cansen1alion 
a Califomia Way aflifi!. 

Zone Change 190-Initial Study/Negative Declaration (IS/ND) for a Recreational Vehicle Sales Lot 

Dear Ms. Doravari: 

Thank you for giving the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 9 the opportunity to 
review the proposed zone change to allow a vehicle sales lot, convenience store, and retail space abutting 
State Route (SR) 14. We appreciate the infonnation shared during our telephone conversation today and 
off er the following: 

• Caltrans has no concerns with the zone change itself. 

• Please ensure the project proponent is aware that the two access points at SR 14, as depicted on the 
provided conceptual, site plan are not permissible. State Route 14 is a controlled access expressway, 
so no driveways are allowed through access control areas. Access control is depicted as hatch marks 
on the enclosed Right-of-Way (RJ\V) Record maps. Proje~t access will need to be via the frontage 
road areas {labeled Leiman Rd on Google Earth) to the divided highway intersections northerly at 
postmile 24.888, and southerly at postmile 23.664. These locations are noted on the respective FJW 
maps. Use of easements defined on adjacent parcel maps may be necessary. 

• \-v'hen a detailed site plan is available, we will be able to fun:her comment. Other items to address are 
no additional stonnwater onto State R/\V, dust control during construction, and utility connections. It 
may be appropriate to condition the project to pave the frontage road. 

We value our cooperative working relationship with California City on projects affecting the State 
Transportation System. Please contact me at (760) 872-0785, with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

4r/!-/4~' 
GAYLE J. ROSANDER 
External Project Liaison 

Enclosures 

c: State Clearinghouse 
Mark Reistetter, Caltrans 

"Provide a safe. sustainable, imegrated at1d efficit!nl rru11sportatio11 s_vstem 
to enhance California'.; economy and ffrubility" 



State of California - Natural Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
Central Region 
1234 East Shaw Avenue 
Fresno, California 93710 
www.wildlife.ca.gov 

April.6, 2018 

Anu Doravari 
Planning Division 
City of California City 
21000 Hacienda Boulevard 
California City, California 93505 

EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor 
CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director 

Subject: Initial Study (IS) and Negative Declaration (ND); 
· Zone Change 190 and General Plan Amendment 190 (Project) 

SCH No. 2018031014 

Dear Anu Doravari: 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received a notice of completion 
regarding an ND from The City of California City for the Project pursuant the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines.1 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding 
those activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife. 
Likewise, CDFW appreciates the opportunity to provide comments regarding th<;>se 
aspects of the Project that CDFW, by law, may be required to carry out or approve 
through the exercise of its own regulatory authority under the Fish and Game Code. 
Although the comment period for your request has passed, CDFW would appreciate if 
you would still consider the following comments. 

CDFWROLE 

CDFW is California's Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those 
resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7, 
subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code,§ 21070; CEQA Guidelines§ 15386, subd. 
(a)). CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, 
and management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically 
sustainable populations of those species (Id.,§ 1802). Similarly, for purposes of CEQA, 
CDFW is charged by law to provide, as available, biological expertise during public 
agency environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related 
activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources. 

1 CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The "CEQA 
Guidelines" are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000. 
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CDFW is also submitting comments as a Responsible Agency under CEQA (Pub. 
Resources Code,§ 21069; CEQA Guidelines,§ 15381). CDFW expects that it may 
need to exercise regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code. For 
example, as proposed, the Project may be subject to CDFW's lake and streambed 
alteration regulatory authority (Fish & Game Code,§ 1600 et seq). Likewise, to the 
extent implementation of the Project as proposed may result in "take" as defined by 
State law of any species protected under the California Endangered Species Act 
(CESA) (Fish & Game Code,§ 2050 et seq.), related a·uthorization as provided by the 
Fish and Game Code will be required. 

CDFW has jurisdiction over actions with potential to result in the disturbance or 
destruction of active nest sites or the unauthorized take of birds. Fish and Game Code 
sections that protect birds, their eggs and nests include, §§ 3503 (regarding unlawful 
take, possession or needless destruction of the nest or eggs of any bird), 3503.5 
(regarding the take, possession or destruction of any birds~of..:prey· or their nests or 
eggs}, and 3513 (regarding unlawful take of any migratory nongame bird). 

CDFW also has jurisdiction over furbearing mammals pursuant to Title 14, California 
Code of Regulations, § 460. This Section states, "Fisher, marten, river otter, cfesert kit 
fox and red fox may not be taken at any time"; th~refore, CDFW cannot authorize their 
take. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

Proponent: Deborah Vaupen 

Objective: The Project is proposing to rezone approximately 3.13 acres of vacant 
desert land from 0/RA Open Space / Residential Agriculture to C5 Regional 
Commercial to accommodate a future recreational vehicle sales lot, a convenience 
store, and other retail commercial spaces for rent. 

Location: The Project site is comprised of 3.13 acre vacant land located east of 
California State Route Highway 14 in Section 10, Township 32 South, Range 36 East, 
Latitude 35.1627, Longitude-118.0931 in the City of California City, County of Kern, 
California; Asse~sor's Parcel Number 225-013-25. 

Timeframe: None specified. 

In review of the IS and ND for the Project, CDFW provides the following comments as 
the Project site is within Mojave desert habitat. This habitat type has the potential to 
support the State-listed threatened desert tortoise ( Gopherus agassizii) and Mohave 
ground squirrel (Xerospermophilus mohavensis), the State species of special concern 
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burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia) and American badger (Taxidea taxus), the State 
protected furbearing mammal desert kit fox (Vu/pes macrotis macrotis), and Charlotte's 
phacelia (Phacelia nashiana). Therefore, the Project has the potential to significantly 
impact biological resources and the ND does not outline mitigation measures to reduce 
those impacts to biological resources to a level that is less than significant. CDFW 
recommends that additi_onal biological surveys be conducted by a qualified biologist and 
that the results of these surveys be used to inform the analysis of impacts to resources 
and to provision suitable avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures to reduce 
impacts to less than significant levels. 

CDFW recommends that a detailed IS describing the future construction Project, its 
location, its potential impacts, and specific mitigation measures be prepared. If the 
results of that IS indicate significant environmental impacts will occur as a result of 
Project implementation and cannot be mitigated to less than significant levels, a 
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) would not be appropriate. Further, when an 
MND is prepared, mitigation measures must be specific and clearly defined and cannot 
be deferred to a future time. The specifics of mitigation measures may be deferred, 
provided the lead agency commits to mitigation and establishes performance standards 
for implementation, when an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is prepared. 
Regardless of whether an MND or EIR is prepared, CDFW recommends that the 
Project's CEQA document provide quantifiable and enforceable measures as needed 
that will reduce impacts to less than signifi~nt levels. 

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

CDFW offers the comments and recommendations below to assist California City in 
adequately identifying and/or mitigating the Project's significant, or potentially 
significant, direct and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife (biological) resources. As 
requested, CDFW is providing recommendations on the scope and content of the ND 
prepared for the Project. Editori~I comments or other suggestions may also be included 
to improve the document. 

Desert Tortoise: The propos~ Project site is within desert tortoise range, a species 
listed as threatened pursuant to CESA, has been documented within one mile of the 
Project site and suitable habitat exists within the Project site (CDFW 2018). Potentially 
significant impacts that may result from Project-related activities include loss of foraging 
habitat, burrow destruction, and direct mortality. Any take of desert tortoise without 
appropriate take authorization would be a violation of Fish and Game Code. 

To evaluate potential Project-related impacts, CDFW recommends that a qualified 
wildlife biologist conduct surveys during the appropriate survey period following the 
protocol contained in "Preparing for any action that may occur within the range of the 
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Mojave desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizil)" (USFWS 2010). CDFWadvises that 
survey results be submitted to both CDFW and the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS). Consultation with CDFW and USFWS to develop avoidance, 
minimization, and mitigation measures is recommended if surveys indicate the presence 
or potential presence of desert tortoise. If take could occur as a result of Project 
implementation, acquisition of an Incidental Take Permit (ITP) pursuant to Fish and 
Game Code § 2081 (b) is necessary prior to initiating any ground-disturbing activities to 
comply with CESA. Alternatively, the Project proponent has the option of assuming 
presence for this species and securing an ITP, which would authorize incidental take of 
State-listed species during Project implementation. 

Mohave Ground Squirrel (MGS): The proposed Project site is within MGS range, a 
species listed. as threatened pursuant to CESA, has been documented within four miles 
of the Project site, and suitable habitat exists within the Project site (CDFW 2018). 
Potentially significant impacts that may result from Project-related activities include loss 
of foraging habitat, burrow destruction, and direct mortality. Any take of MGS without 
appropriate take authorization would be a violation of Fish and Game Code. 

In order to implement full avoidance for MGS, CDFW recommends that a 50-foot 
no-disturbance buffer be employed around all burrows thaf could be used by MGS. If 
this is not feasible, CDFW advises that a qualified ·permitted biologist conduct protocol 
surveys for MGS following the methods described in the "Mohave Ground Squirrel 
Survey Guidelines" (CDFG 2003) at all Project-related impact areas during the 
appropriate survey season prior to Project implementation. CDFW recommends that · 
the results of the MGS surveys be submitted to CDFW and that consultation with CDFW · 
occurs to develop avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures. If take could 
occur as a result of Project implemen~tion, acquisition of an ITP pursuant to Fish and 
Game Code§ 2081(b) is necessary prior to initiating any ground-disturbing activities to 
comply with CESA. Alternatively, the Project proponent has the option of assuming 
presence for this species and securing an ITP, which would authorize incidental take of 
State-listed species during Project implementation. 

Burrowing Owl: Burrowing owl, a State Species of Special Concern, has been 
documented within three miles of the Project site and suitable habitat ~xists within the 
Project site {CDFW 2018). Impacts to burrowing owls due to Project activities may 
include adult abandonment of the nest, causing eggs or young to be directly impacted 
(crushed}, and/or resulting in reproductive failure. 

To avoid impacts to the species, CDFW recommends that focused surveys be 
conducted following the survey methodology developed by the California Burrowing Owl 
Consortium {CBOC 1993) well in advance of any ground disturbance associated with 
Project construction as well as a 10-day prior to disturbance pre-construction survey 
effort. If any ground-disturbing activities will occur during the burrowing owl nesting 
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season (approximately February 1 through August 31), and potential burrowing owl 
burrows are present within the Project footprint, implementation of avoid~nce measures 
are warranted. In the event that burrowing owls are found, CDFW's "Staff Report on 
Burrowing Owl Mitigation" (CDFG 2012) (Staff Report) recommends that impacts to 
occupied burrows be avoided by implementation of no-disturbance buffer zones, as 
described in the table below, unless a qualified biologist approved by CDFW verifies 
through non-invasive methods that either: 1) the birds have not begun egg laying and 
incubation; or 2) that juveniles from the occupied burrows are foraging independently 
and are capable of independent survival. 

Location Time of Year 
Level of Disturbance 

Low Med High 
Nestina sites Aoril 1-Aua 15 200m* 500m 500m 
Nestina sites Aug 16-Oct 15 200m 200m 500m 
Nestina sites Oct 16-Mar 31 50m 100m 500m 

* meters (m) 

If the Project proponent proposes to evict burrowing owls that may be present, CDFW 
recommends passive relocation during the non-breeding season only. CDFW 
recommends that the CEQA document describe all avoidance measures that would be 
employed in the event that owls are found on the Project site, as well as methods that 
would be used to evict owls from burrows. CDFW also recommends that the CEQA 
document specify how the impact of evicting owls would be mitigated to a less than 
sigDificant level. 

The Staff Report recommends that foraging habitat be acquired and permanently 
protected to offset the loss of foraging and burrow habitat. CDFW also recommends 
replacement of occupied burrows with artificial burrows at a ratio of 1 burrow collapsed 
to 1 artificial _burrow constructed (1 :1) as mitigation for the potentially significant impact 
of evicting a burrowing owl if a biologist knowledgeable with the biology and natural 
history of the species determines that suitable burrows are a potential limiting factor for 
the .species. 

American Badger: American badger, a State Species of Special Concern, has been 
documented within four miles of the Project site and suitable habitat exists within the 
Project site (CDFW 2018). CDFW recommends species-specific focused surveys, 
conducted by qualified biologists, in advance of project implementation in order to 
evaluate if impacts to American badger could occur. Avoidance of American badger 
whenever possible is encouraged via delineation and observing appropriate 
no-disturbance buffers. In addition, CDFW recommends that if a badger is detected 
within a project work area during project activities, it be allowed to move out of the work 
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area of its own volition. If an American badger is found denning on or immediately 
adjacent to a project work area, consultation with CDFW is advised to determine 
whether the animal(s) may be evicted from the den. CDFW recommends fully 
addressing avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures for American badger and 
that these measures be included as enforceable mitigation in the CEQA document. 

Protected Furbearing Mammals: The proposed Project site is within desert kit fox 
range and has potential habitat for the species; as such, the Project has the potential to 
impact this species through direct take and/or destruction of dens. The desert kit fox is 
protected under Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Section 460, which prohibits 
take of the species at any time. CDFW recommends that the avoidance measures 
within the USFWS "Standardized recommendations for protection of the San Joaquin kit 
fox prior to or during ground disturbance" (2011) be followed and that surveys be 
conducted accordingly and prior to commencing any Project-related ground-disturbing 
activities, including temporary use activities. If any active or potential dens are found on 
the Project site during these surveys, consultation with CDFW would be warranted for 
guidance on take avoidance measures for the desert kit fox. 

Special-Status·Plant Species: There is potential for special-status plant species to 
occur on or adjacent to the Project site. CDFW recommends that the Project site be 
surveyed for special-status plants by a qualified botanist following the "Protocols for 
Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant Populations and 
Sensitive Natural Communities" (CDFW, 2018). This protocol, which is intended to 
maximize detectability, includes the identification of reference populations to facilitate 
the likelihood of field if1vestigations occurring during the appropriate ~oristic period. In 
the absence of protocol-level surveys being performed, additional surveys might be 
necessary. Further, CDFW recommends that special-status plant s·pecies be avoided 
whenever possible by delineation and observing a no-disturbance buffer of at least 50 
feet from the outer edge of the plant population(s) or specific habitat type(s) required by 
special-status plant species. If buffers cannot be maintained, then consultation with 
CDFW may be warranted to determine appropriate minimization and mitigation 
measures for impacts to special-status plant species. If a State-listed plant species is 
identified during botanical surveys, it is recommended that consultation with CDFW be 
conducted to determine permitting needs. 

Nesting Birds: The shrubs and grasses within and i_n the vicinity of the Project site 
likely provides nesting habitat for birds. CDFW encourages Project implementation to 
occur during the avian non-nesting season. In addition to direct impacts, such as nest 
destruction, nests might be affected by noise, vibration, odors, and movement of 
workers or equipment. If Project activities must occur during the breeding season 
(February through mid-September), the Projectproponent is responsible for ensuring 
that implementation of the Project does not result in any violation of the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act or relevant Fish and Game Code Sections. 
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Prior to work commencing, including staging, clearing, and grubbing, surveys for active 
nests should be conducted by a qualified wildlife biologist no more than 10 days prior to 
Project commencement and that the surveys be conducted in a sufficient area around 
the work site to identify any nests that are present and to determine their status. A 
sufficient area means any nest within an area that could potentially be affected by the 
Project. Identified nests should be continuously surveyed for the first 24 hours prior to 
any construction-related activities to establish a behavioral baseline. Once work 
commences, all nests should be continuously monitored to detect any behavioral 
changes as a result of the Project. If behavioral changes are observed, the work 
causing that change should cease and CDFW consulted for additional avoidance and 
minimization measures. 

If active nests are found and a monitor is not feasible, CDFW recommends 
implementing a· minimum 250-foot no-disturbance buffer around active nests of 
non-listed bird species and a 500-foot no-disturbance buffer around the nests of 
non-listed raptors until the breeding season has ended, or until a qualified biologist has 
determined that the birds have fledged and are no longer reliant upon the nest or 
parental care for survival. Variance from these no-disturbance buffers may be 
implemented when there is compelling biological or ecological reason to do so, such as 
when the Project area would be concealed from a nest site by topography. Any. 
variance from these buffers is advised to be supported by a qualified wildlife biologist 
and it is recommended CDFW be notified in advance of implementation of a 
no disturbance buffer variance. 

Streambed Alteration: Ephemeral streams intersect the Project area. Construction 
activities associated with the Project could impact these waterways including, but not 
limited to, temporary changes in grades and drainage patterns, sedimentation and 
pollution resulting from construction activities, and erosion of stockpiles a·nd areas that 
have been cleared and grubbed. As a result, Project activities include potential 

· substantial changes to the bed, bank, and channel of features that are jurisdictional 
pursuant Fish and Game Code§ 1600 et seq., therefore notification is warranted. 
Fish & Game Code§ 1600 et seq. requires an entity to notify CDFW prior to 
commencing any activity that may (a) substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow of 
any river, stream, or lake; (b) substantially change or use any material from the bed, 
bank, or channel of any river, stream, or lake (including the removal of riparian 
vegetation); (c) deposit debris, waste or other materials that could pass into any river, 
stream, or lake. "Any river, stream, or lake" includes those that are ephemeral or 
intermittent as well as those that are perennial. CDFW is required to comply with CEQA 
in the issuance of a Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement. For additional 
information on notification requirements, please contact our staff in the Lake and 
Streambed Alteration Program at (559) 243-4593. · 
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Editorial Comments and/or Suggestions 

CDFW .also recommends consulting with USFWS on potential impacts to federally listed 
species including, but not limited to, desert tortoise. Take under the Federal 
Endangered Species Act (FESA) is inore broadly defined than CESA; take under FESA · 
also includes significant habitat modification or degradation that could result in death or 
injury to a listed species by interfering with essential behavioral patterns such as 
breeding, foraging, or nesting. Consultation with USFWS in order to comply with FESA 
is advised well in advance of Project implementation. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA 

CEQA requires that information developed in EIRs and NDs be incorporated into a 
database which may be used to make subsequent or supplemental environmental 
determinations (Pub. Resources Code,§ 21003, subd. (e)). Accordingly, please report 
any special status species and natural communities detected during Project surveys to 
the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB). The CNN DB field survey form can 
be found at the following link: 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/biogeodata/cnddb/pdfs/CNDDB_FieldSurveyForm.pdf. The 
completed form can be mailed electronically to CNDDB at the following email address: 
CNDDB@wildlife.ca.gov. The types of information reported to CNDDB can be found at 
the following link: http://www.dfg.ca.gov/biogeodata/cnddb/plants_and_animals.asp. 

FILING FEES 

If it is determined the Project would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, an 
assessment of filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of 
Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental 
review by CDFW. Payment of the fee is required in order for the underlying project 
approval-to be operative, vested, and final (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish &G. 
Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, § 21089). 

CONCLUSION 

CDFW apprecia~es the opportunity to comment on the ND for ~one Change 190 and 
General Plan Amendment 190 to assist the City of California City in identifying and · 
mitigating Project impacts on biological resources. CDFW understands that the 
comment period for the Project has closed, however, CDFW is respectfully requesting 
the above recommendations be taken into consideration. 
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More information on survey and monitoring protocols for sensitive species can be found 
at CDFW's website (https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Survey-Protocols). 
Questions regarding this letter or further coordination should be directed to Craig Bailey, 
Senior Environmental Scientist (Supervisor), at the address provided on this letternead, 
by telephone at (559) 243.-4014 extension 227, or by electronic mail at 
Craig.Bailey@wildlife.ca.gov. 

cc: Ray Bransfield 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
2493 Portola Road, Suite B 
Ventura, California 93003 
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Consideration of Comments, March 23, 2018 Initial Study, Zone Change to CS & 

Development, APN 225-013-25, SCH No. 2018031014 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) provided a comment letter to the Zone 

Change to CS Regional Commercial for APN 225-013-25 (Project) Initial Study/Mitigated 

Negative Declaration, SCH No. 2018031014, dated April 06, 2018. 

CDFW's concerns were considered along with the proposed mitigated negative declaration 

(MND) as required in Title 14, Section 15074(b). It is found that there is no substantial evidence 

that the project will have a significant effect on the environment. 

CDFW's concerns over protocol surveys being completed by a professional biologist and that 

there would be substantial direct/indirect impacts to desert tortoise, Mohave Ground Squirrel 

(MGS), burrowing owl, American Badger, Protected Furbearing Mammals, Special-Status Plan 

Species, Nesting Birds, and Streambed Alteration are unfounded. The biological resource 

assessment and the Initial Study will adequately ensure that in the unlikely event a sensitive 

species enters the area it is protected from take. 

The biological resource assessment was performed by Mark Hagan, a professional wildlife 

biologist, with over 30 years working with and managing programs for desert tortoise, 

burrowing owl, American badger, MGS, as well as sensitive desert plants. Mr. Hagan is 

knowledgeable of their natural history, the recommended survey protocols, possessed a MOU 

for MGS and trapped and oversaw trapping for MGS, and has surveyed much of the area 

surveyed in California City. 

Lastly, it is understood prior to initiation of cultivation activities the cultivator is required to 

submit a Lake and Streambed Alteration Notification to CDFW. These steps will be followed at 

the appropriate time. This project is seeking zone change approval only at this time and does 

not expect to have great cumulative impacts. 



CITY COUNCIL 

August 14, 2018 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Robert Stockwell, City Manager 

SUBJECT: Medical Cannabis Permit Awards 

BACKGROUND 
West Coast AML Services (WCAMLS) has completed their review/ investigation process 
on each applicant and have determined if a potential company receives a "Pass" or "Fail" 
in this fifth round of awarding Medical Cannabis permits. Per Ordinance 17-757, which 
went into effect December 28, 2017, limitations were eliminated on the number of Medical 
Cannabis Cultivation and Manufacturing businesses. 

For companies who have "Passed" these phases of the process are presented in the 
attachment. The permits are currently conditional until the Live Scan process has been 
completed but it does allow those businesses identified the ability to start moving 
forward with their development plans. 

RECOMMENDATION 
Council discuss, take public comments and award the 5 Cultivation, 3 Distribution and 5 
Manufacturing permits based on the qualified applicants receiving a "Pass" on all mandated 
requirements by our consultants WCAMLS. 

FISCAL IMPACT 
No added expense to the General Fund; however future revenue to the City in the form 
of fees and taxes. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 
None 

ATTACHMENT A: 
Listing of Cannabis applicants 

PH 2. 



Exhibit A 

Balpal Sandhu sandhudum@gmail.com Cal City Paradise Cultivation 302-076-27 

Balpal Sandhu sa ndh ud um@gmail.com Cal City Paradise Cultivation 302-076-27 

Balpal Sandhu sandhudum@gmail.com Cal City Paradise Manufacturing 302-076-27 

Michael McQuay mikemcguay818@gmail.com Fox Hunter Inc Distribution 216-180-24 

Andy Duan wldwelness@gmail.com WLD Wellness Manufacturing 206-042-31 

Sarkis Trashian luiza@gatrikyanlaw.com Green Canna Cultivation Cultivation 206-041-22 

Sarkis Trashian luiza@gatrikyanlaw.com Green Canna Manufacturing 206-041-22 

Manufacturing 

Elia Shaheen Louieshaheen@aol.com Al Distribution Distribution 206-031-14 

Elia Shaheen Louieshaheen@aol.com Al Cultivation Cultivation 206-031-14 

Elia Shaheen Louieshaheen@aol.com Al Manufacturing Manufacturing 206-031-14 



CITY COUNCIL 

August 14, 2018 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Robert Stockwell, City Manager 

SUBJECT: Amendment to Article 29 Zoning Ordinance 

BACKGROUND 
The City Council referred proposed amendments to Article 29 of the City Zoning 
ordinance that would remove the restriction of Medical Cannabis businesses and allow 
for both medical and adult use cannabis businesses and dispensaries and increase the 
number of permitted cannabis dispensaries, to the Planning Commission for public 
hearing and recommendation. On July 17, 2018 the Planning Commission held a duly 
noticed public hearing and took public testimony on the proposed amendments. The 
Planning Commission by adopted resolution (Exhibit A) recommended that the City 
Council amend Article 29 as presented. The major discussion of the Planning 
Commission focused on the distance that should separate cannabis dispensaries for 
various occupancies and decided to recommend a one thousand (1,000) foot separation 
as detailed in Section 9-2.2903 (2).(Exhibit B) 

RECOMMENDATION 
Take public comment and introduce the ordinance by first reading by title only and 
schedule it for second reading and adoption at the August 28, 2018 Council meeting. 

FISCAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
This amendment will facilitate the development of additional cannabis businesses and 
accelerate the collection of related taxes. 

EXHIBITS 
A) Planning Commission Resolution No. ZTA 2018-07-17 
B) Map 

1 
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Exhibit A 
RESOLUTION NO. ZTA 2018-07-17 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE CALIFORNIA CITY PLANNING 
COMMISSION RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF CALIFORNIA CITY ADOPT AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 29. -

CANNABIS BUSINESSES AND CANNABIS DISPENSARIES. 

WHEREAS, the City has received applications for development of cannabis businesses and 
cannabis manufacturing facilities, and 

WHEREAS, the City currently limits development of such uses to medical marijuana and desires to 
amend the City Municipal Code to provide for zoning and use controls and regulations on such uses to allow 
both medical and adult use cannabis businesses and dispensaries, and 

WHEREAS, Approval of the proposed amendments to City of California City Land Use and 
Development Code and Municipal Code would be exempt based on the following: 

(I) This ordinance is not a project within the meaning of Section 15378 of the State CEQA Guidelines, 
because it has no potential for resulting in physical change in the environment, directly or 
ultimately. 

(2) This ordinance is not subject to CEQA under the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects 
which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has duly called, advertised and conducted a Public Hearing 
required by law concerning proposed, said municipal code and zoning amendments; and 

WHEREAS, the City of California City Planning Commission has considered public and staff input. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of California City Planning Commission, 
that the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council of the City of California City adopt the 
following zoning code amendment to Title 9, Article 29 of the California City Land Use and Development 
Code, attached and incorporated herein by this reference as Exhibit C). 

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION was duly introduced and passed at a regular meeting of the City of 
California City Planning Commission held on the 17th day of July, 2018, by the following vote. 

A YES: Don Trumble, Jim Creighton 

NOES: Inge Elmes 

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: Ron Hogan 

Signed and approved as to form by me on this 17 day of July, 2018. 

ATTEST: 

~;,. \ Anu Doravan, annmg Secretary 



EXHIBITC 

Amendment to Article 29 Title 9 of the Land Use and Development Code. 

ARTICLE 29. - CANNABIS BUSINESSES AND CANNABIS DISPENSARIES 
Sec. 9-2.2900. - Purpose and General Prohibitions. 

(a) The purpose of this Article is to further fulfill the purposes and intents set forth in Title 5, Chapter 6 of 
the California City Municipal Code. 
(b) The operation of any cannabis business within the City is strictly prohibited, unless the owner and/or 
operator first obtains a cannabis business or dispensary permit, issued by the City pursuant the requirements 
of Title 5, Chapter 6 of the City's Municipal Code. Owners and operators shall at all time remain in 
compliance with the requirements of Title 5, Chapter 6, and with all applicable State laws, and shall further 
be required to obtain a state issued cannabis business permit as soon as those permits are available for 
issuance. 

Sec. 9-2.2901. - Applicability. 
(a) Nothing in this Article is intended, nor shall it be construed, to burden any defense to criminal 
prosecution under the Compassionate Use Act or other state law. 
(b) All the provisions of this Article shall apply to all property, public and private, within the City. 
(c) All the provisions of this Article shall apply indoors and outdoors. 
Sec. 9-2.2902. - Definitions. Unless otherwise provided herein, the terms used in this Article shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in Title 5, Chapter 6 of the California City Municipal Code, unless otherwise 
indicated. 

Sec. 9-2.2903. - Location and Design of Cannabis businesses. Cannabis businesses including those permitted 
to engage in cultivation, manufacturing, testing, distribution, and dispensing of cannabis and cannabis 
products are subject to the following zoning and locational requirements: 
(a) Cannabis businesses are permitted uses on property zoned M-1 (Light Industrial) or M-2 (Heavy 
Industrial) only, and must meet all of the requirements for developments in those zones; and 
(b) The property on which the cannabis business is located must also meet all of the following distance 
requirements: 

(1) It shall be no closer than two hundred (200) feet of any residentially zoned parcel in the City, 
including any legal non-conforming residential uses as of the date the cannabis business permit is issued. 
The distance between cannabis business and the residential parcel shall be measured from the outer 
boundaries of the residential parcel to the first structure on the property seeking the cannabis pennit. 

(2) It shall be no closer than one thousand feet (1000) feet from any parcel containing any of the 
following: 

A. A school, college or university (whether public, private, or charter, including pre-school, 
transitional kindergarten, and K-12).; 
B. A church or other house of worship. 
C. A daycare facility serving nine or more children and is licensed by the county. 
D. A drug or alcohol rehabilitation facility providing on-site medical treatment. 

( c) Each proposed cannabis business project shall: 
(l) Conform with the City's general plan, any applicable specific plans, master plans, and design 

requirements. 
(2) Comply with all applicable zoning and related development standards. 
(3) Be constructed in a manner that minimizes odors to surrounding uses, and promotes quality design 

and construction, and consistency with the surrounding properties. 
(4) Be adequate in size and shape to accommodate the yards, walls, fences, parking and loading 

facilities, landscaping and all items required for the development. 



(5) Be served by highways adequate in width and improved as necessary to carry the kind and quantity 
of traffic such use will generate. 

(6) Be provided with adequate electricity, sewerage, disposal, water, fire protection and storm drainage 
facilities for the intended purpose. 

For the purposes of this Article, the distance between parcels shall be the horizontal distance measured in a 
straight line from the property line where the sensitive use is located to the first structure on the lot seeking 
the cannabis business permit, without regard to any intervening structures. , 

Sec. 9-2.2904. - Location and Design of Cannabis Dispensaries. 
(a) Cannabis Dispensaries, both storefront retail and delivery only, are permitted uses on property zoned 
M-1 (Light Industrial) or M-2 (Heavy Industrial). 
(b) Cannabis Dispensaries, both storefront retail and delivery only, are conditionally permitted uses on 
property zoned C2 Community Commercial District or C4 Service Commercial District or CS Regional 
Commercial District, with the issuance of a conditional use permit. 
( c) Cannabis Dispensaries must meet all of the requirements for developments in those zones and 
comply with all requirements for Cannabis Businesses set forth in section 9-2.2903. 

Sec. 9-2.2905. - Certification from Building Department. Prior to commencing operations, a cannabis 
business must obtain a certification from the Building Department certifying that the business is located on a 
site that meets all of the requirements of this Title. 

Sec. 9-2.2906. - Cultivation of Cannabis. All cannabis cultivation, whether indoors or outdoors, is prohibited 
within the City of California City, except as may be specifically authorized through the issuance of a 
cannabis business permit pursuant to the requirements of Title 5, Chapter 6, of this Code or a maximum of 
six plants grown indoors as authorized by State law for personnel use. 

Sec. 9-2.2907. - Declaration of Public Nuisance. Any use, structure, or property that is altered, enlarged, 
erected, established, maintained, moved, or operated contrary to the provisions of this Article, is hereby 
declared to be unlawful and a public nuisance and may be abated by the City through civil proceedings by 
means of a restraining order, preliminary or permanent injunction, or in any other manner provided by law 
for the abatement of such nuisances. 

Sec. 9-2.2908. - Violations. 
(a) Violations of this Article shall be punishable pursuant to Title 1, Chapter 3, of this Code, as it may be 
amended from time to time, and as permitted by State law. 
(b) This Article is not the exclusive means for the abatement of illegal cannabis businesses or illegal 
cannabis dispensaries within the City of California City. The remedies set forth pursuant to this section shall 
be in addition to any other existing remedies for violations of the Zoning Code, including but not limited to, 
any action at law or equity. 



1 ORDINANCE NO. 
2 
3 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY 
4 AMENDING ARTICLE 29.- CANNABIS BUSINESSES AND DISPENSARIES. 
5 
6 WHEREAS, the City has received applications for development of cannabis businesses, cannabis 
7 manufacturing facilities, and cannabis dispensaries, and; 
8 
9 WHEREAS, the City currently limits development of such uses to medical marijuana and desires 

10 to amend the City Municipal Code to provide for zoning and use controls and regulations on such 
11 uses to allow both medical and adult use cannabis businesses and dispensaries, and 
12 
13 WHEREAS, Approval of the proposed amendments to City of California City Land Use and 
14 Development Code and Municipal Code would be exempt based on the following: 

15 (1) 
16 
17 

This ordinance is not a project within the meaning of Section 153 78 of the State CEQA 
Guidelines, because it has no potential for resulting in physical change in the environment, 
directly or ultimately. 

18 (2) This ordinance is not subject to CEQA under the general rule that CEQA applies only to 
19 projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. 

20 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has duly called, advertised and conducted a Public Hearing 
21 required by law concerning proposed, said municipal code and zoning amendments; and 
22 
23 WHEREAS, the City of California City Planning Commission has considered public and staff 
24 input the July 17, 2018 regular City of California City Planning Commission meeting and by 
25 resolution recommended that the City Council of the City of California City adopt the following 
26 zoning code amendment to Title 9, Article 29 of the California City Land Use and Development 
27 Code, attached and incorporated herein; and 
28 
29 WHEREAS, the City Council has duly called, advertised and conducted a Public Hearing required 
30 by law concerning proposed, said municipal code and zoning amendments; and 
31 
32 NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City does ordain as follows: 
33 
34 SECTION 1. TITLE 9, ARTICLE 29 of the California City Land Use and Development Code, is 
35 hereby amended to read as follows: 
36 
37 ARTICLE 29. -CANNABIS BUSINESSES AND CANNABIS DISPENSARIES 
38 Sec. 9-2.2900. - Purpose and General Prohibitions. 
39 
40 (a) The purpose of this Article is to further fulfill the purposes and intents set forth in Title 5, 
41 Chapter 6 of the California City Municipal Code. 
42 (b) The operation of any cannabis business within the City is strictly prohibited, unless the owner 
43 and/or operator first obtains a cannabis business or dispensary permit, issued by the City pursuant 
44 the requirements of Title 5, Chapter 6 of the City's Municipal Code. Owners and operators shall at 
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45 all time remain in compliance with the requirements of Title 5, Chapter 6, and with all applicable 
46 State laws, and shall further be required to obtain a state issued cannabis business permit as soon 
4 7 as those permits are available for issuance. 
48 
49 Sec. 9-2.2901. - Applicability. 
50 (a) Nothing in this Article is intended, nor shall it be construed, to burden any defense to criminal 
51 prosecution under the Compassionate Use Act or other state law. 
52 (b) All the provisions of this Article shall apply to all property, public and private, within the City. 
53 ( c) All the provisions of this Article shall apply indoors and outdoors. 
54 Sec. 9-2.2902. - Definitions. Unless otherwise provided herein, the terms used in this Article shall 
55 have the meanings ascribed to them in Title 5, Chapter 6 of the California City Municipal Code, 
56 unless otherwise indicated. 
57 
58 Sec. 9-2.2903. - Location and Design of Cannabis businesses. Cannabis businesses including those 
59 permitted to engage in cultivation, manufacturing, testing, distribution, and dispensing of cannabis 
60 and cannabis products are subject to the following zoning and locational requirements: 
61 (a) Cannabis businesses are permitted uses on property zoned M-1 (Light Industrial) or M-2 
62 (Heavy Industrial) only, and must meet all of the requirements for developments in those zones; 
63 and 
64 (b) The property on which the cannabis business is located must also meet all of the following 
65 distance requirements: 
66 
67 (1) It shall be no closer than two hundred (200) feet of any residentially zoned parcel in the 
68 City, including any legal non-conforming residential uses as of the date the cannabis business 
69 permit is issued. The distance between cannabis business and the residential parcel shall be 
70 measured from the outer boundaries of the residential parcel to the first structure on the property 
71 seeking the cannabis permit. 
72 
73 (2) It shall be no closer than one thousand (1000) feet from any parcel containing any of 
7 4 the following: 
75 A. A school, college or university (whether public, private, or charter, including 
76 pre-school, transitional kindergarten, and K-12).; 
77 B. A church or other house of worship. 
78 C. A daycare facility serving nine or more children and is licensed by the county. 
79 D. A drug or alcohol rehabilitation facility providing on-site medical treatment. 
80 
81 ( c) Each proposed cannabis business project shall: 
82 (1) Conform with the City's general plan, any applicable specific plans, master plans, and 
83 design requirements. 
84 (2) Comply with all applicable zoning and related development standards. 
85 (3) Be constructed in a manner that minimizes odors to surrounding uses, and promotes quality 
86 design and construction, and consistency with the surrounding properties. 
87 ( 4) Be adequate in size and shape to accommodate the yards, walls, fences, parking and loading 
88 facilities, landscaping and all items required for the development. 
89 ( 5) Be served by highways adequate in width and improved as necessary to carry the kind and 
90 quantity of traffic such use will generate. 
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91 (6) Be provided with adequate electricity, sewerage, disposal, water, fire protection and storm 
92 drainage facilities for the intended purpose. 
93 
94 For the purposes of this Article, the distance between parcels shall be the horizontal distance 
95 measured in a straight line from the property line where the sensitive'use is located to the first 
96 structure on the lot seeking the cannabis business permit, without regard to any intervening 
97 structures. 
98 
99 Sec. 9-2.2904. - Location and Design of Cannabis Dispensaries. 

100 (a) Cannabis Dispensaries, both storefront retail and delivery only, are permitted uses on 
101 property zoned M-1 (Light Industrial) or M-2 (Heavy Industrial). 
102 (b) Cannabis Dispensaries, both storefront retail and delivery only, are conditionally permitted 
1 03 uses on property zoned C2 Community Commercial District or C4 Service Commercial District 
104 or CS Regional Commercial District, with the issuance of a conditional use permit. 
105 ( c) Cannabis Dispensaries must meet all of the requirements for developments in those zones 
106 and comply with all requirements for Cannabis Businesses set forth in section 9-2.2903. 
107 
108 Sec. 9-2.2905. - Certification from Building Department. Prior to commencing operations, a 
109 cannabis business must obtain a certification from the Building Department certifying that the 
110 business is located on a site that meets all of the requirements of this Title. 
111 
112 Sec. 9-2.2906. - Cultivation of Cannabis. All cannabis cultivation, whether indoors or outdoors, is 
113 prohibited within the City of California City, except as may be specifically authorized through the 
114 issuance of a cannabis business permit pursuant to the requirements of Title 5, Chapter 6, of this 
115 Code or a maximum of six plants grown indoors as authorized by State law for personnel use. 
116 
117 Sec. 9-2.2907. - Declaration of Public Nuisance. Any use, structure, or property that is altered, 
118 enlarged, erected, established, maintained, moved, or operated contrary to the provisions of this 
119 Article, is hereby declared to be unlawful and a public nuisance and may be abated by the City 
120 through civil proceedings by means of a restraining order, 
121 preliminary or permanent injunction, or in any other manner provided by law for the abatement of 
122 such nuisances. 
123 
124 Sec. 9-2.2908. - Violations. 
125 (a) Violations of this Article shall be punishable pursuant to Title 1, Chapter 3, of this Code, as it 
126 may be amended from time to time, and as permitted by State law. 
127 (b) This Article is not the exclusive means for the abatement of illegal cannabis businesses or 
128 illegal cannabis dispensaries within the City of California City. The remedies set forth pursuant to 
129 this section shall be in addition to any other existing remedies for violations of the Zoning Code, 
130 including but not limited to, any action at law or equity. 
131 
132 SECTION 2. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance 
133 is for any reason held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect 
134 the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The City Council declares that it would 
135 have passed this Ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase thereof, 
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136 irrespective of the fact that one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases be 
137 declared invalid. 
138 
139 SECTION 3. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect commencing thirty 
140 (30) days after its final adoption and a summary hereof shall be published once within fifteen (15) 
141 days in the Mojave Desert News, a newspaper of general circulation printed and published in the 
142 County of Kern and circulated in the City of California City and hereby designated for that purpose 
143 by the City Council. 
144 
145 This Ordinance was introduced and read by title only on the_ day of August 2018 and was 
146 passed and adopted on this the __ day of __ , 2018, by the following vote: 
147 
148 
149 AYES: 
150 NOES: 
151 ABSENT: 
152 
153 
154 
155 
156 ATTEST: 
157 
158 
159 Denise Hilliker, City Clerk 
160 
161 
162 
163 

Jennifer Wood, Mayor 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 

Christian Bettenhausen, City Attorney 
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CITY COUNCIL 

August 14, 2018 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Robert Stockwell, City Manager 

SUBJECT: Cancel Hiring Freeze 

BACKGROUND 
When Council determined to maintain those currently filled positions and not impose 
any layoffs in the lead up to the Measure C vote Council instituted a hiring and 
outsourcing freeze. With the approval of Measure C, funding is in place to fill all 
currently vacant positions. Any new outsourcing needs would normally require Council 
approval before the city could enter into and contracts, so the outsourcing freeze served 
more as a reminder to avoid any non-critical expenditures. I am requesting that Council 
cancel the hiring freeze with the understanding some vacant supervisory and/or 
management positions may not be filled on a permanent basis until after completion of 
the planned Comprehensive Organization Study. 

RECOMMENDATION 
Cancel the City Council adopted hiring freeze. 

FISCALIMPACT 
All funding for the currently vacant positions are available in each department or division 
budget. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

CITY COUNCIL 
August14,2018 

Mayor and City Council 

Craig C Platt Public Works Director 

SUBJECT: Public Works Staffing 

BACKGROUND 
Public Works is requesting to solicit two full time temporary General Service Workers, 
under Facilities and Grounds, to service the Tierra Del Sol and Par 3 Golf courses for 
up to 6 months. 

These positions will remain temporary and will be eligible to apply for permanent 
placement, at a later date, within Public Works divisions upon the re-organization and 
creation of the enterprise funds to manage and track expenses of the Tierra Del Sol and 
the Par 3 Golf Courses. 

RECOMMENDATION 
Authorize the advertising and hiring of two fulltime temporary General Service Worker 
for Facilities and Grounds to work at the Tierra Del Sol Golf course. 

FISCAL IMPACT 
$35,364 Two General Service Workers for 6 months Fund 10-4161 

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 
NONE 

ATTACHMENTS 
NONE 
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CITY COUNCIL 

August 14, 2018 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Robert Stockwell, City Manager 

SUBJECT: Amendments to Cannabis Business Ordinances 

BACKGROUND 
The attached Ordinance would repeal and amend Title 5, Chapter 6, Medical Cannabis 
Related Businesses and Activity. Following the last Council discussion of these 
proposed amendments staff was instructed to put the ordinance in final form for first 
reading. The attached version is in final form with the addition of page numbers and line 
numbers to facilitate discussion and incorporates the changes discussed at the last 
meeting. 

The most significant amendments eliminate any terminology that would restrict the 
cultivation, manufacturing, distribution, dispensing or sale of cannabis product to 
medical cannabis. Under the proposed amendments anyone desiring to operate a 
cannabis business in California City must meet all of the requirements imposed by State 
laws and regulations and be in full compliance with California City ordinances and 
regulations. The amendments also authorize two (2) storefront retail dispensaries and 
two (2) delivery only retail dispensaries. 

RECOMMENDATION 
Introduce the ordinance by first reading by title only and schedule it for second reading 
and adoption at the August 28, 2018 Council meeting. 

FISCAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
These amendments should lead to increased revenues and the expansion of the 
cannabis industry in California City. 
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1 ORDINANCE NO. ------

2 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
3 CALIFORNIA CITY REPEALING AND REENACTING TITLE 5, 
4 CHAPTER 6, ENTITLED "MEDICAL CANNABIS RELATED 
5 BUSINESSES AND ACTIVITY" 
6 

7 WHEREAS, on November 11, 2017, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. Ord. No. 17-757, 
8 amending Chapter 6 of Title 5 of the City of California City municipal code which established a 
9 permitting and regulation system for medical cannabis businesses to locate within the City of 

10 California, including medical cannabis cultivation, manufacturing, dispensing, transporting, 
11 distribution and testing laboratories business; and 
12 

13 WHEREAS, since the initial adoption of Title 5, Chapter 6 of the California City Municipal Code 
14 the state adopted SB 94 entitled the "Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety 
15 Act" ("MAUCRSA") on June 8, 2017, which consolidated the licensure and regulation of 
16 commercial medicinal and adult-use cannabis activities, and repealed the state statutory provision 
17 that had been added by Prop 64 ("Control, Regulate and Tax Adult-Use of Marijuana Act") and 
18 the Medical Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act; and 
19 

20 WHEREAS, the City Council desires to update the City of California City Municipal Code 
21 references to the applicable state cannabis laws; and 
22 

23 WHEREAS, the City Council further desires to.amend Chapter 6 of Title 5 of the Municipal Code, 
24 and 
25 

26 WHEREAS, this Ordinance is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
27 pursuant to 14 CCR§ 15061 (B)(3) because it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility 
28 that the ordinance will have a significant effect on the environment because increasing the 
29 maximum number of marijuana businesses does not change the fact that such businesses may only 
30 be established in areas already established in the general plan and zoning code for businesses such 
31 as these and because marijuana businesses have essentially the same impacts as the other types of 
32 businesses authorized in such zones; and 
33 

34 WHEREAS, the City Council now desires to repeal and reenact in its entirety Chapter 6 of Title 5 
35 of the California City Municipal Code currently titled "Medical Cannabis Related Businesses and 
36 Activity" to align with the language of applicable state cannabis laws, emergency and final 
37 regulations enacted by the State of California, and the City's experience to date with implementing 
38 Chapter 6 of Title 5; and 
39 
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40 WHEREAS, the City Council has the authority under the MACURSA and its police power to 
41 regulate the operation of medical cannabis businesses within the City in the manner done so within 
42 this Ordinance. 
43 

44 NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of California City does ordain as follows: 
45 

46 SECTION 1. Chapter 6 of Title 5 of the City of California City Municipal Code is hereby renamed 
47 Regulation of Cannabis Related Businesses and Activity. 
48 

49 SECTION 2. Chapter 6 of Title 5 of the City of California City Municipal Code is hereby repealed 
50 and reenacted to read as follows: 
51 

52 CHAPTER 6. - REGULATION OF CANNABIS RELATED BUSINESSES AND ACTIVITY. 
53 

54 ARTICLE 1. - GENERAL PROVISIONS 
55 Sec. 5-6.101. - Purpose and Intent. 
56 Cannabis Businesses and Cannabis Dispensaries shall be permitted, in accordance with the criteria 
57 and procedures set forth in this code, upon application and approval of a regulatory permit 
58 pertaining to the operation of the facility. It is the purpose and intent of this Chapter to provide 
59 opportunities for cannabis businesses to operate in the City, while imposing regulations on the use 
60 of land to protect the City's neighborhoods, residents, and businesses from negative impacts. It is 
61 a further purpose and intent of this Chapter to regulate the cultivation, manufacturing, processing, 
62 testing, transporting, delivery, dispensing, and distribution of cannabis and cannabis-related 
63 products in a manner which is responsible, which protects the health, safety, and welfare of the 
64 residents of California City, and to enforce rules and regulations consistent with state law. In part 
65 to meet these objectives, an annual permit shall be required in order to own and/or to operate a 
66 cannabis business within California City. Nothing in this Chapter is intended to authorize the 
67 possession, use, or provision of cannabis for purposes which violate state or federal law. The 
68 provisions of this Chapter are in addition to any other permits, licenses and approvals which may 
69 be required to conduct business in the City, and are in addition to any permits, licenses and 
70 approval required under state, county or other law. 

71 
72 Sec. 5-6.102. - Legal Authority; Application of this Chapter to Cannabis Dispensaries. 
73 (a) Pursuant to Sections 5 and 7 of Article XI of the California Constitution, and the provisions 
74 of the "Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act" ("MAUCRSA") 
75 (and as the same may be amended from time to time), the City of California City is 
76 authorized to adopt ordinances that establish standards, requirements and regulations for 
77 local licenses and permits for cannabis and cannabis-related activity. Any standards, 
78 requirements, and regulations regarding health and safety, security, and worker protections 
79 established by the State of California, or any of its departments or divisions, shall be the 
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80 minimum standards applicable in the City of California City to cannabis, and/or cannabis-
81 related activity. 

82 (b) All provisions of this Chapter shall apply to both Cannabis Businesses and Cannabis 
83 Dispensaries, except for the provisions specifically addressing Cannabis Dispensaries set 
84 forth in this Chapter, in which case the specific provisions related to Cannabis Dispensaries 
85 will control. 
86 

87 Sec. 5-6.103. - Cannabis Cultivation and Cannabis Business Activities Prohibited Unless 
88 Specifically Authorized by This Chapter. 

89 Except as specifically authorized in this Chapter, the cultivation, possession, manufacture, 
90 processing, storing, laboratory testing, labeling, transporting, dispensing, distribution, delivery, or 

91 sale of cannabis or a cannabis product is expressly prohibited in the City of California City. 
92 

93 Sec. 5-6.104. - Compliance with Laws. 

94 It is the responsibility of the owners and operators of the cannabis business to ensure that it is, at 
95 all times, operating in a manner compliant with all applicable state and local laws, and any 
96 regulations promulgated thereunder, and any specific additional operating procedures or 
97 requirements which may be imposed as conditions of approval of the cannabis business permit. 
98 Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed as authorizing any actions which violate federal, state 
99 law or local law with respect to the operation of a cannabis business. 

100 

101 ARTICLE 2. - DEFINITIONS 
102 Sec. 5-6.201. - Words and Terms Defined. 

103 When used in this Chapter, the following words shall have the meanings ascribed to them as set 

104 forth herein. Any reference to California statutes includes any regulations promulgated thereunder 
105 and is deemed to include any successor or amended version of the referenced statute or regulatory 
106 prov1s10n. 

107 (a) "Cannabis" means all parts of the Cannabis sativa Linnaeus, Cannabis indica, or Cannabis 
108 ruderalis, whether growing or not; the seeds thereof; the resin, whether crude or purified, 
109 extracted from any part of the plant; and every compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, 

110 mixture, or preparation of the plant, its seeds, or resin. "Cannabis" also means the separated 
111 resin, whether crude or purified, obtained from marijuana. "Cannabis" also means 
112 marijuana as defined by Section 11018 of the California Health and Safety Code as enacted 
113 by Chapter 14017 of the Statutes of 1972. "Cannabis" does not include the mature stalks 
114 of the plant, fiber produced from the stalks, oil or cake made from the seeds of the plant, 
115 any other compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the mature 

116 stalks (except the resin extracted therefrom), fiber, oil, or cake, or the sterilized seed of the 
117 plant which is incapable of germination. For the purpose of this Chapter, "cannabis" does 
118 not mean industrial hemp as that term is defined by Section 81000 of the California Food 
119 and Agricultural Code or Section 11018.5 of the California Health and Safety Code. 
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120 (b) "Cannabis business activity" includes cultivation, manufacture, processing, laboratory 

121 testing, transporting, delivery, distribution, or sale of cannabis or a cannabis product, within 

122 the meaning of California Business and Professions Code 19300 et seq. 

123 (c) "Cannabis concentrate" means manufactured cannabis that has undergone a process to 
124 concentrate the cannabinoid active ingredient, thereby increasing the product's potency. An 

125 edible cannabis product is not considered food, as defined by Section 109935 of the 
126 California Health and Safety Code, or a drug, as defined by Section 109925 of the 
127 California Health and Safety Code. 

128 ( d) "Cannabis Business" means the businesses of commercial cannabis cultivation, cannabis 
129 manufacturer, cannabis testing laboratory, and cannabis distributor. 

130 ( e) Cannabis business permit" means a regulatory permit issued by the City of California City 

131 pursuant to this Chapter to a cannabis business and is required before any cannabis activity 
132 may be conducted in the City. The initial permit and annual renewal of a cannabis business 
133 permit is made expressly contingent upon the business' ongoing compliance with all of the 

134 requirements of this Chapter, any regulations adopted by the City governing the cannabis 
135 activity at issue, compliance with any conditions of approval placed on the use of the 

136 Cannabis Business site, and payment of all fees, taxes and any other amounts owed to the 
137 City related to the Cannabis Business Activity. 
138 (f) "Cannabis Dispensary Permit" means a regulatory permit issued by the City of California 
139 City pursuant to this Chapter to a cannabis dispensary and is required before any cannabis 
140 dispensing activity may be conducted in the City. The initial permit and annual renewal of 
141 a cannabis dispensary permit is made expressly contingent upon the business' ongoing 
142 compliance with all of the requirements of this Chapter, any regulations adopted by the 
143 City governing the cannabis activity at issue, compliance with any conditions of approval 
144 placed on the use of the Cannabis Dispensary site, and payment of all fees, taxes and any 
145 other amounts owed to the City related to the Cannabis dispensary activity. All provisions 
146 of this Chapter shall apply to both Cannabis Businesses permits and Cannabis Dispensary 
147 permits, except provisions for Cannabis Dispensary permits specifically set forth in this 

148 Chapter, in which case the specific provisions related to Cannabis Dispensary permits will 

149 control. 
150 (g) "Cannabis Distributor" means a Cannabis Operator permitted pursuant to this Chapter to 
151 operate a location or a facility where a Person conducts the business of procuring Cannabis 

152 from permitted Cannabis Cultivation Sites or Cannabis Manufacturers for sale to permitted 
153 Cannabis Dispensaries, and the inspection, quality assurance, batch testing by a Type 8 
154 licensee, storage, labeling, packaging and other processes prior to transport to permitted 
155 Cannabis Dispensaries. 
156 (h) "Cannabis License" means a State license issued pursuant to MAUCRSA, as may be 

157 amended from time to time. 
158 (i) "Cannabis Licensee" means a Person issued a Cannabis License under MAUCRSA to 

159 engage in commercial Cannabis activity. 
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160 G) "Cannabis Nursery" means a location operating as a nursery solely for purposes of 
161 supplying immature plants to cannabis cultivation facilities. 
162 (k) "Cannabis Operator" or "Operator" means the Person or entity that is engaged in the 
163 conduct of any commercial Cannabis use. 
164 (1) "Cannabis Testing Laboratory" means a facility, entity, or site in the State that offers or 
165 performs tests of Cannabis or Cannabis Products and is both of the following: 
166 1. Accredited by an accrediting body that is independent from all other Persons 
167 involved in the Cannabis Testing Laboratory. 
168 2. Registered with the California Department of Public Health. 
169 

170 (m) "City" or "City of California City" means the City of California City, a California general 
171 law city. 

172 (n) "Cultivation" means any activity, whether occurring indoors or outdoors, involving the 
173 propagation, planting, growing, harvesting, drying, curing, grading, and/or trimming of 
174 cannabis plants or any part thereof for any purpose, including cannabis. 
175 (o) "Cultivation site" means a facility where cannabis is cultivated, propagated, planted, 
176 grown, harvested, dried, cured, graded, or trimmed, or that does all or any combination of 
177 those activities, and where the operator holds a valid cannabis business permit for 
178 cultivation from the City of California City and, a valid state license for cultivation 
179 pursuant to the MAUCRSA (as the same may be amended from time to time). 
180 (p) "Delivery" means the commercial transfer of medical cannabis or medical cannabis 
181 products from a dispensary, up to an amount determined to be authorized by the State of 
182 California, or any of its departments or divisions, to anyone for any purpose. "Delivery" 
183 also includes the use by a dispensary of any technology platform owned, controlled, and/or 
184 licensed by the dispensary, or independently licensed by the State of California under the 
185 MAUCRSA (as the same may be amended from time-to-time), that enables anyone to 
186 arrange for or facilitate the commercial transfer by a licensed dispensary of cannabis or 
187 cannabis products. 
188 ( q) "Dispensary" means a cannabis business facility where cannabis, medical cannabis 
189 products, or devices for the use of medical cannabis or medical cannabis products are 
190 offered, either individually or in any combination, for retail sale, including an 
191 establishment (whether fixed or mobile) that delivers, pursuant to express authorization, 
192 medical cannabis and medical cannabis products as part of a retail sale, and where the 
193 operator holds a valid cannabis business permit from the City of California City authorizing 
194 the operation of a dispensary, and a valid state license as required by state law to operate a 
195 dispensary. 
196 (r) "Dispensing" means any activity involving the retail sale of cannabis or cannabis 
197 products from a dispensary. 
198 (s) "Distribution" means the procurement, sale, and transport of medical cannabis or 
199 cannabis products between cannabis businesses. 
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200 (t) "Distributor" means a person holding a valid cannabis business permit for distribution 
201 issued by the City of California City, and a valid state license for distribution, pursuant to 

202 the MAUCRSA (as the same may be amended from time to time). 
203 (u) "Dried flower" means all dead cannabis that has been harvested, dried, cured, or 

204 otherwise processed, excluding leaves and stems. 
205 (v) "Edible cannabis product" means manufactured cannabis that is intended to be used, in 
206 whole or in part, for human consumption. An edible medical cannabis product is not 

207 considered food as defined by Section 109935 of the California Health and Safety Code or 
208 a drug as defined by Section 109925 of the California Health and Safety Code. 

209 (w) "Indoor structure" means a fully enclosed and secured structure, a space within a 
210 building, greenhouse or other structure which has a complete roof enclosure supported by 

211 . connecting walls extending from the ground to the roof, which is secure against 

212 unauthorized entry, provides complete visual screening, complies with all odor control and 
213 other design standards required by this chapter, and which is accessible only through one 

214 or more lockable doors and is inaccessible to minors. 
215 (x) "Indoors" means within a fully enclosed and secure structure. The term indoors includes 

216 

217 

218 

219 

220 

221 

222 

223 

224 

225 

226 

227 

228 

229 

230 

231 

232 

233 

234 

235 

236 

237 

238 

239 

(y) 
any indoor structures. 

"Live plants" means living cannabis flowers and plants, including seeds, sprouts, 
immature plants (including unrooted clones), and vegetative stage plants. 

(z) "Manufacturer" means a person that conducts the production, preparation, propagation, 
or compounding of manufactured cannabis, as defined in this section, or cannabis products 
either directly or indirectly or by extraction methods, or independently by means of 
chemical synthesis at a fixed location that packages or repackages cannabis or cannabis 
products or labels or relabels its container, where the operator holds a valid cannabis 

business permit for manufacturing from the City of California City and a valid state license 
for manufacturing pursuant to the MAUCRSA (as the same may be amended from time to 
time). 

(aa) "Manufactured cannabis" means raw cannabis that has undergone a process 

whereby the raw agricultural product has been transformed into a concentrate or 
manufactured product intended for internal consumption or topical application. 

(bb) "Manufacturing site" means a location that produces, prepares, propagates, or 
compounds cannabis or cannabis products, directly or indirectly, by extraction methods, 

independently by means of chemical synthesis, or by a combination of extraction and 
chemical synthesis, and is owned and operated by a person issued a valid Cannabis business 
permit for manufacturing from the City of California City, and a valid state license for 
manufacturing pursuant to the MAUCRSA (as the same may be amended from time to 

time). 

(cc) 
(dd) 

"Marijuana" means "cannabis," as that term is defined in this Chapter. 
"Outdoors" means any location within the City that is not within a fully enclosed 

and secure structure. 
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240 (ee) "Person" means an individual, firm, partnership, joint venture, association, 
241 corporation, limited liability company, estate, trust, business trust, receiver, syndicate, or 
242 any other group or combination acting as a unit and includes the plural as well as the 
243 singular number. 
244 (ff) "State license" means a permit or license issued by the State of California, or one of its 
245 departments or divisions, pursuant to Sections 5 and 7 of Article XI of the California 
246 Constitution, and the provisions of the "Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and 
247 Safety Act" ("MAUCRSA") (as the same may be amended from time to time) to engage in 
248 cannabis activity. 
249 (gg) "Topical cannabis" means a product intended for external use. A topical cannabis 
250 product is not considered a drug as defined by Section 109925 of the California Health and 
251 Safety Code. 
252 (hh) "Transport" means the transfer of cannabis or cannabis products from the permitted 
253 business location of one licensee to the permitted business location of another licensee, for 
254 the purposes of conducting cannabis activity authorized by the MAUCRSA (as the same 
255 may be amended from time to time). 
256 (ii) "Transporter" means a person issued a state license, and a cannabis business permit 
257 by the City of California City, authorizing the transport of cannabis or cannabis products 
258 in amounts authorized by the State of California, or by one of its departments or divisions 
259 under the MCRSA. 
260 

261 ARTICLE 3. - CANNABIS BUSINESS PERMITS REQUIRED FOR OWNER/OPERATOR; 
262 CANNABIS WORK PERMIT REQUIRED FOR EMPLOYEES 
263 Sec. 5-6.301. - Cannabis business Permit Required to Engage in Cannabis business. 
264 No person may engage in any cannabis business or operate a cannabis dispensary within the City 
265 of California City including cultivation, manufacture, processing, laboratory testing, transporting, 
266 dispensing, distribution, or sale of cannabis or a cannabis product unless the person (1) has a valid 
267 cannabis business permit or cannabis dispensary permit from the City of California City and (2) is 
268 currently in compliance with all applicable state and local laws and regulations pertaining to the 
269 cannabis business and the cannabis business activities, including the duty to obtain any required 
270 state licenses. 
271 

272 Sec. 5-6.302. - Cannabis Business Employee Permit Required. 
273 (a) Any person who is an employee or who otherwise works or volunteers within a cannabis 
274 business must be legally authorized to do so under applicable state law. 
275 (b) Any person who is an employee or who otherwise works or volunteers within a cannabis 
276 business shall wear a name badge issued by the cannabis business management for identification 
277 purposes. 
278 
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279 ARTICLE 4. - NUMBER AND TYPE OF AUTHORIZED CANNABIS DISPENSARIES 

280 PERMITTED 
281 Sec. 5-6.401. - Maximum Number of Cannabis Dispensaries Permitted to Operate within the City. 

282 (a) The maximum number of each type of cannabis dispensary that shall be permitted to operate 
283 in the City at any one (1) given time will be a maximum of two (2) retail storefront operations and 

284 two (2) delivery only dispensaries with no retail storefront. Retail storefront dispensaries are also 
285 authorized, with the required state license, to make off-site deliveries. 

286 (b) Section 5-6.401 is only intended to create a maximum number of cannabis dispensaries that 
287 may be issued permits to operate in the City under each category. Nothing in this Chapter creates 

288 a mandate that the City Council must issue any or all of the cannabis business dispensary permits 
289 potentially available. 

290 

291 ARTICLE 5. - APPLICATION FOR CANNABIS BUSINESS PERMIT: RENEWAL 
292 APPLICATIONS; AND EFFECT OF REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION OF STATE LICENSE 
293 Sec. 5-6.501. - Initial Application Procedure. 
294 (a) The City Manager will prepare the procedures which will govern the application process, 

295 and the manner in which the decision will ultimately be made regarding the issuance of any 
296 cannabis business permit(s), except for cannabis dispensary permits. The City Manager will 
297 prepare the necessary forms, adopt any necessary rules, regulations and processes, solicit 
298 applications, and conduct evaluations of the applicants. 
299 (b) At the time of filing, each applicant shall pay an application fee established by resolution of 
300 the City Council, to cover all costs incurred by the City in the application process. An application 
301 shall not be deemed complete, and will not be processed, until the designated application fees have 
302 been paid. Once submitted, all fees shall be non-refundable. 
303 ( c) After the initial review the City Manager will issue permits for all cannabis businesses except 

304 for dispensaries. For cannabis dispensary permits, the City Manager will make a recommendation 
305 to the City Council, and the City Council shall make a final determination in accordance with 

306 Article 7. 

307 (d) The City's Reservation of Rights: The City reserves the right to reject any or all applications. 
308 The City may also modify, postpone, or cancel any request for applications, or the entire program 
309 under this Chapter, at any time without liability, obligation, or commitment to any party, firm, or 
310 organization. Persons submitting applications assume the risk that all or any part of the program, 

311 or any particular category of permit potentially authorized under this Chapter, may be cancelled at 
312 any time prior to permit issuance. The City further reserves the right to request and obtain 
313 additional information from any candidate submitting an application. In addition to any other 
314 appropriate reasons for rejection, including but not limited to a failure to comply with any 

315 requirement of any State or local law, rule or regulation, an application RISKS BEING 
316 REJECTED for any of the following reasons: 
317 (1) Proposal not containing the required elements, exhibits, nor organized in the required 

318 format. 
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319 

320 

(2) Proposal considered not fully responsive to this request for permit application. 

321 Sec. 5-6.502. - Expiration of Cannabis Business Permits. 

322 Each cannabis business permit issued pursuant to this Chapter shall expire twelve (12) months 
323 after the date of its issuance. Cannabis Business permits may be renewed as provided in Section 
324 5-6.504. 
325 

326 Sec. 5-6.503. - Revocation of Permits. 
327 Cannabis Business permits may be revoked for any violation of any law and/or any rule, regulation 

328 and/or standard adopted pursuant to this Chapter. 
329 

330 Sec. 5-6.504. - Renewal Applications. 
331 (a) An application for renewal of a cannabis business permit shall be filed at least sixty (60) 

332 calendar days prior to the expiration date of the current permit. 
333 (b) The applicant shall pay a fee in an amount to be set by the City Council to cover the costs of 
334 processing the renewal permit application, together with any costs incurred by the City to 
335 administer the program created under this Chapter. Once submitted to the City all fees shall be 
336 non-refundable. 

337 ( c) An application for renewal of a cannabis business permit shall be rejected if any of the 
338 following exists: 
339 (1) The application is filed less than sixty (60) days before its expiration, unless good 
340 cause is shown for failure to timely apply as approved in the sole discretion of the City 
341 Manager. 

342 (2) The cannabis business permit is suspended or revoked at the time of the application. 
343 (3) The cannabis business has not been in regular and continuous operation in the four 
344 (4) months prior to the renewal application. 
345 (4) The cannabis business has failed to conform to the requirements of this Chapter, or 

346 of any regulations adopted pursuant to this Chapter. 
347 (5) The permittee fails or is unable to renew its State of California license. 
348 (6) If the City or state has determined, based on substantial evidence, that the perrnittee 
349 or applicant is in violation of the requirements of this Chapter, of the City's Municipal 
350 Code, or of the state rules and regulations, or of any term or condition of the permit, and 

351 the City or state has determined that the violation is grounds for termination or revocation 
352 of the cannabis business permit. 
353 ( d) The City Manager or his designee is authorized to make all decisions concerning the issuance 
354 of a renewal permit. In making the decision, the City Manager or his designee is authorized to 

355 impose additional conditions to a renewal permit, if it is determined to be necessary to ensure 
356 compliance with state or local laws and regulations or to preserve the public health, safety or 
357 welfare. Appeals from the decision of the City Manager or his designee shall be handled pursuant 
358 to Article 6 of this Chapter. 
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359 ( e) If a renewal application is rejected, a person may file a new application pursuant to this 
360 Chapter no sooner than one (1) year from the date of the rejection. 

361 Sec. 5-6.505. - Effect of State License Suspension, Revocation, or Termination. 

362 Suspension of a license issued by the State of California, or by any of its departments or divisions, 
363 shall immediately suspend the ability of a cannabis business to operate within the City, until the 
364 State of California, or its respective department or division, reinstates or reissues the State license. 

365 Should the State of California, or any of its departments or divisions, revoke or terminate the 
366 license of a cannabis business, such revocation or termination shall also revoke or terminate the 

367 ability of a cannabis business to operate within the City of California City. 
368 

369 Sec. 5-6.506. - Prohibition on Transfer of Cannabis Business Permits. 

370 (a) No person shall operate a cannabis business at any location other than the location 

371 specifically authorized and identified on the City issued cannabis business permit. A permittee 
372 may request that the specifically authorized location identified on the City issued cannabis business 

373 permit be changed to another specifically authorized location without the need to reapply for a 
374 new permit. The City Manager is authorized to make the final decision concerning the issuance of 
375 a change in location and reissue of the cannabis business permit for the new location. 
376 (b) Cannabis business permits issued through the grant of a transfer shall be valid for a period 
377 of one year beginning on the day the City Manager approves the transfer of the permit. Before the 

378 transferee's permit expires, the transferee shall apply for a renewal permit in the manner required 
379 by this chapter. 
380 ( c) Changes in ownership of a permittee's business structure or a substantial change in the 
381 ownership of a permittee business entity ( changes that result in a change of more than 7 5% of the 
382 original ownership), must be approved by the City Council and executed by the City Manager 

383 through the transfer process set forth in this section. Failure to comply with this provision is 
384 grounds for permit revocation. 
385 ( d) A permittee may change the form of business entity without applying to the City Manager 
386 for a transfer of permit, provided that either: 

387 1. The membership of the new business entity is substantially similar to original permit 
388 holder business entity (at least 75% of the membership is identical), or 

389 2. If the original permittee is a cooperative or collective and then transitions to a new 
390 business entity to comply with Section 5-6.301, subdivision (b ), provided that the original 

391 operator(s) of the original permittee business are the same, and the only change is removing 
392 collective/cooperative members from the ownership of the new business entity. 
393 Although a transfer is not required in these two circumstances, the permit holder is required 
394 to notify the City Manager in writing of the change within ten (10) days of the change. 

395 Failure to comply with this provision is grounds for permit revocation. 
396 (e) No cannabis business permit may be transferred when the City Manager or Police Chief has 

397 notified the permittee that the permit has been or may be suspended or revoked. 
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398 (f) Any attempt to transfer a cannabis business permit either directly or indirectly in violation 

399 of this section is hereby declared void, and such a purported transfer shall be deemed a ground for 
400 revocation of the permit. 
401 

402 ARTICLE 6. - APPEALS 

403 Sec. 5-6.601. - Appeals from Decisions of the City Manager or his Designee under this Chapter. 
404 Unless specifically provided elsewhere to the contrary, whenever an appeal is provided for in this 

405 Chapter from a decision of the City Manager or his or her designee, the appeal shall be conducted 
406 as prescribed in this Chapter. 
407 

408 Sec. 5-6.602. - Written request for Appeal. 

409 (a) Within ten (10) calendar days after the date of a decision of the City Manager or his 
410 designee(s) to revoke, suspend or deny a permit, or to add conditions to a permit, an aggrieved 
411 party may appeal such action by filing a written appeal with the City Clerk setting forth the reasons 
412 why the decision was not proper. 

413 (b) At the time of filing the appellant shall pay the designated appeal fee, established by 
414 resolution of the City Council from time to time. 
415 

416 Sec. 5-6.603. - Appeal Hearing. 
417 (a) Upon receipt of the written appeal, the City Clerk shall set the matter for a hearing before 
418 the City Council. The City Council shall hear the matter de novo and shall conduct the hearing 
419 pursuant to the procedures set forth by the City. 
420 (b) The appeal shall be held within a reasonable time after the filing of the appeal, but in no 
421 event later than ninety (90) days from the date of such filing. The City shall notify the appellant of 
422 the time and location at least ten (10) days prior to the date of the hearing. 
423 ( c) At the hearing the appellant may present any information they deem relevant to the decision 
424 appealed. The formal rules of evidence and procedure applicable in a court of law shall not apply 
425 to the hearing. 

426 (d) At the conclusion of the hearing the City Council may affirm, reverse or modify the decision 
427 appealed. The decision of the City Council shall be final. 
428 

429 ARTICLE 7. - CANNABIS DISPENSARY PERMITTEE SELECTION PROCESS 
430 Sec. 5-6.701. - Selection and Review of Finalists. 
431 (a) The City Council shall adopt by resolution a procedure by which the applicants in each 
432 category of cannabis dispensary will be presented to the City Council for a final determination at 
433 a public meeting. 

434 (b) The top applicants in each category of cannabis dispensary that are selected for final 
435 consideration may be invited to attend the City Council meeting, where they will be expected to 
436 make a public presentation introducing their teams and providing an overview of their proposals. 
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437 In order to provide adequate time, presentations may be divided over more than one meeting over 
438 multiple days as determined to be necessary. 
439 (c) At least ten (10) days prior to the hearing, notice of the hearing shall be sent to all property 
440 owners located within three hundred (300) feet of the proposed dispensary locations of each of the 
441 finalists to be considered by the City Council. 
442 ( d) The City Council shall rank the final candidates and shall select the top candidate in each 
443 category of cannabis dispensary, which candidate shall become the prevailing candidate. The City 
444 Council's decision as to the selection of the prevailing candidates shall be final. 
445 ( e) Official issuance of the cannabis dispensary permit, however, is conditioned upon the 
446 prevailing candidate obtaining all required land use approvals. Following the Council's selection, 
447 the prevailing candidate shall apply to the City to obtain any required land use approvals or 
448 entitlements for the permittee's location, if any. Land use approvals shall comply with all 
449 applicable provisions of CEQA. The City Manager shall formally issue the cannabis dispensary 
450 permit once the City Manager and Building Depaiiment have both affirmed that all of the required 
451 land use approvals have been obtained. 
452 (f) Issuance of a cannabis dispensary permit does not create a land use entitlement. The cannabis 
453 dispensary permit will be for a term of twelve (12) months and shall expire at the end of the twelve 
454 (12) month period unless it is renewed as provided herein. Furthermore, no permittee may begin 
455 operations, notwithstanding the issuance of a permit, unless all of the state and local laws and 
456 regulations, including but not limited to the requirements of this Chapter and of the pennit, have 
457 been complied with. 
458 (g) Notwithstanding anything in this Chapter to the contrary, the City Council reserves the right 
459 to reject any or all applications if it determines it would be in the best interest of the City, taking 
460 into account any health, safety and welfare impacts on the community. Applicants shall have no 
461 right to a cannabis dispensary permit until a permit is actually issued, and then only for the duration 
462 of the permit's term. Each applicant assumes the risk that, at any time prior to the issuance of a 
463 permit, the City Council may terminate or delay the program created under this Chapter. 
464 (h) If an application is denied, a new application may not be filed for one (1) year from the date 
465 of the denial. 
466 (i) Each person granted a cannabis dispensary permit shall be required to pay the permit fee 
467 established by resolution of the City Council, to cover the costs of administering the cannabis 
468 business permit program created in this Chapter. 

469 

470 Sec. 5-6.702. - Permits Issued to Back-up Applicants. 
471 The City Council reserves the right at any time, in its sole discretion, to simply restart the selection 
4 72 process over. 
473 Alternatively, within eighteen (18) months following the issuance of any cannabis dispensary 
474 permit, if any of the candidates chosen by the City Council to be permitted withdraws from the 
475 process or its application is terminated for any reason, the City Council may direct staff to 
476 determine whether the runner-up applicant (ranked next highest after those chosen for permitting 
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477 in the same category) in that category, based on the final ranking of the finalist, still desires a 
4 78 permit. If the applicant still desires a permit, city staff shall proceed to hold a public hearing, which 
479 will include notice to surrounding property owners, to evaluate the runner-up candidate's 
480 application for potential issuance of a permit. The City will utilize the same process which was 
481 used for the applicants chosen to receive permits. Prior to the hearing, the runner-up applicant shall 
482 be required to complete any additional requirements, and to update any information from its 
483 original application, which the City Manager or his/her designee may determine is reasonably 
484 required to verify that the applicant still appropriately qualified and has met all requirements. The 
485 City Council shall then hold the public hearing and make a determination whether a permit should 
486 be issued to the runner-up applicant or be denied. If the Council determines a permit should be 
487 issued, the applicant shall be required to follow the same process for land use and zoning approvals, 
488 before a permit will officially be issued. 
489 Notwithstanding the foregoing, the City shall have no obligation to offer the permit to the runner-
490 up applicant if an applicant has withdrawn its application, or if the Council finds, based on 
491 substantial evidence that the applicant no longer qualifies, is in violation of state or local laws or 
492 regulations, or that it would not be in the community's best interest to grant the permit as a result 
493 of impacts on the community's health, safety or welfare. 
494 

495 ARTICLE 8. - REQUIREMENTS BEFORE PERMITTEE MAY COMMENCE OPERATIONS 
496 Sec. 5-6.801. - City Business License. 
497 Prior to commencement of operations a cannabis business shall obtain a City of California City 
498 business license. 
499 

500 Sec. 5-6.802. - Building Permits and Inspection. 
501 Prior to commencement of operations a cannabis business shall be subject to a mandatory building 
502 inspection and must obtain all required permits and approvals which would otherwise be required 
503 for any business of the same size and intensity operating in that zone. This includes but is not 
504 limited to obtaining any required building permit(s), fire department approvals, Health Department 
505 approvals and other zoning and land use permit(s) and approvals. 
506 

507 Sec. 5-6.803. - Certification from Building Department. 
508 Prior to commencing operations, a cannabis business must obtain a certification from the City 
509 Manager certifying that the business is located on a site that meets all of the requirements of the 
510 City's Zoning and Municipal Code, including Title 9, Chapter 2, Article 29 (Cannabis businesses). 
511 

512 Sec. 5-6.804. - Right to Occupy and to Use Property. 
513 As a condition precedent to the City's issuance of a cannabis business permit pursuant to this 
514 Chapter, any person intending to open and to operate a cannabis business shall provide sufficient 
515 evidence of the legal right to occupy and to use the proposed location. In the event the proposed 
516 location will be leased from another person, the applicant shall be required to provide a signed and 
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517 notarized statement from the owner of the property, acknowledging that the property owner has 
518 read this Chapter and consents to the operation of the cannabis business on the owner's property. 
519 

520 Sec. 5-6.805. - Limitations on City's Liability. 
521 To the fullest extent permitted by law, the City of California City shall not assume any liability 
522 whatsoever with respect to having issued a cannabis business permit pursuant to this Chapter or 
523 otherwise approving the operation of any cannabis business. As a condition to the approval of any 
524 cannabis business permit, the applicant shall be required to meet all of the following conditions 
525 before they can receive the cannabis business permit: 
526 (a) They must execute an agreement, in a form approved by the City Attorney, agreeing to 
527 indemnify, defend (at applicant's sole cost and expense), and hold the City of California City, and 
528 its officers, officials, employees, representatives, and agents, harmless, from any and all claims, 
529 losses, damages, injuries, liabilities or losses which arise out of, or which are in any way related 
530 to, the City's issuance of the cannabis business permit, the City's decision to approve the operation 
531 of the cannabis business or activity, the process used by the City in making its decision, the alleged 
532 violation of any federal, state or local laws by the cannabis business or any of its officers, 
533 employees or agents. 
534 (b) Maintain insurance at coverage limits, and with conditions thereon determined necessary 
535 and appropriate from time to time by the City Attorney. 
536 ( c) Reimburse the City of California City for all costs and expenses, including but not limited 
537 to attorney fees and costs and court costs, which the City of California City may be required to pay 
538 as a result of any legal challenge related to the City's approval of the applicant's cannabis business 
539 permit, or related to the City's approval of a cannabis activity. The City of California City may, at 
540 its sole discretion, participate at its own expense in the defense of any such action, but such 
541 participation shall not relieve any of the obligations imposed hereunder. 
542 

543 ARTICLE 9. - OPERATING REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL CANNABIS BUSINESSES 
544 PERMITTED UNDER THIS CHAPTER 
545 Sec. 5-6.901. - Records and Recordkeeping. 
546 (a) Each owner and operator of a cannabis business shall maintain accurate books and records, 
547 detailing all of the revenues and expenses of the business, and all of its assets and liabilities. On 
548 no less than an annual basis (at or before the time of the renewal of a cannabis business permit 
549 issued pursuant to this Chapter), or at any time upon reasonable request of the City, each cannabis 
550 business shall file a sworn statement detailing the number of sales by the cannabis business during 
551 the previous twelve-month period (or shorter period based upon the timing of the request), 
552 provided on a per-month basis. The statement shall also include gross sales for each month, and 
553 all applicable taxes paid or due to be paid. 
554 (b) Each owner and operator of a cannabis business shall maintain a current register of the names 
555 and the contact information (including the name, address, telephone number, and percentage of 
556 ownership) of anyone owning or holding an interest in the cannabis business, and separately of all 
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557 the officers, managers, employees, agents and volunteers currently employed or otherwise engaged 
558 by the cannabis business. The register required by this paragraph shall be provided to the City 
559 Manager or his/her designee(s) upon a reasonable request. If at any time a corporation, LLC, 
560 company, trust or other entity holds an interest in a cannabis business, the register required by this 
561 paragraph shall also include the name and contact information of a person designated as being able 
562 as answer all questions on behalf of that entity, together with the name of every person holding an 
563 interest in that cannabis business. The designated representative shall provide whatever additional 
564 information the City Manager or his/her designee or the Police Department may reasonably request 
565 concerning the owners of that entity. 

566 ( c) All cannabis businesses shall maintain an inventory control and reporting system as required 
567 by state law. 

568 ( d) Subject to any restrictions under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act 
569 (HIPP A) regulations, each cannabis business shall allow City of California City officials to have 
570 access to the business's books, records, accounts, together with any other data or documents 
571 relevant to its permitted cannabis activities, for the purpose of conducting an audit or examination. 
572 Books, records, accounts, and any and all relevant data or documents will be produced no later 
573 than two (2) business days after receipt of the City's request, unless otherwise stipulated by the 
574 City. 
575 

576 Sec. 5-6.902. - Security Measures. 
577 (a) A permitted cannabis business shall implement sufficient security measures to deter and 
578 prevent the unauthorized entrance into areas containing cannabis or cannabis products, and to deter 
579 and prevent the theft of cannabis or cannabis products at the cannabis business. Except as may 
580 otherwise be determined by the City, these security measures shall include compliance with all 
581 State security regulations required under the Cannabis Licensee's State cannabis license, as those 
582 regulations may be amended from time to time 
583 (b) Every cannabis business and cannabis dispensary shall provide adequate security on the 
584 premises, including lighting and alarms, to insure the safety of persons and to protect the premises 
585 from theft. As part of an Application for a cannabis use, each applicant shall prepare and submit 
586 a security plan for review and approval by the Chief of Police, which approval or denial will be 
587 based upon the security standards stated above and in compliance with any security measures 
588 agreed upon between the City Manager and Chief of Police. Said plans shall remain updated and 
589 secured on file in the protective custody of the Building Department. The information provided 
590 for purposes of this section shall be maintained by the Building Department as confidential 
591 information and shall not be disclosed as public records unless pursuant to subpoena issued by a 
592 court of competent jurisdiction. 
593 ( c) The City Council may impose further security requirements above and beyond the minimum-
594 security requirements imposed by State regulations, upon the recommendation of the City Manager 
595 in consultation with the Chief of Police based on the unique circumstances associated with a 
596 particular cannabis business. Except as may otherwise be determined by the City Council, these 
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597 security measures shall include compliance with all State security regulations required under the 

598 Cannabis Licensee's State cannabis license, as those regulations may be amended from time to 
599 time. 

600 ( d) A cannabis business shall identify a designated security representative/liaison to the City of 
601 California City, who shall be reasonably available to meet with the City Manager, the City's Police 

602 Chief, the City Fire Chief, or their designees, regarding any security related measures or and 
603 operational issues. 

604 ( e) The cannabis business shall cooperate with the City whenever the City Manager or his 
605 designee makes a request, upon reasonable notice to the cannabis business, to inspect or audit the 
606 effectiveness of any security plan or of any other requirement of this Chapter. 

607 (f) A cannabis business shall notify the Chief of Police and the City Manager or his/her designee 

608 within twenty-four (24) hours after discovering any of the following: 
609 ( 1) Significant discrepancies identified during inventory. The level of significance shall 

610 be determined by the regulations promulgated by the City Manager working in consultation 
611 with the Chief of Police. 

612 (2) Diversion, theft, loss, or any criminal activity involving the cannabis business or any 
613 agent or employee of the cannabis business. 
614 (3) The loss or unauthorized alteration of records related to cannabis, registering 
615 qualifying patients, primary caregivers, or employees or agents of the cannabis business. 
616 

617 (g) When more than one cannabis businesses or dispensary is located adjacent to, or in close 
618 proximity to another cannabis business or dispensary, the businesses or dispensaries may present 
619 a joint security plan to the Chief of Police for review and approval to avoid redundant activity and 

620 excess costs, provided the required level of security and effectiveness are not compromised, as 
621 determined by the Chief of Police. 

622 

623 Sec. 5-6.903. - Restriction on Alcohol Sales. 
624 No person shall cause or permit the sale, dispensing, or consumption of alcoholic beverages on or 

625 about the premises of the cannabis business. 

626 

627 Sec. 5-6.905. - Fees and Charges. 
628 (a) No person may commence or continue any cannabis activity in the City, without timely 

629 paying in full all fees, taxes and charges required for the operation of a cannabis activity. Fees and 
630 charges associated with the operation of a cannabis activity shall be established by resolution of 
631 the City Council which may be amended from time to time. 
632 (b) All cannabis businesses authorized to operate under this Chapter shall pay all sales, use, 

633 business and other applicable taxes, and all license, registration, and other fees required under 
634 federal, state and local law. Each cannabis businesses shall be required to cooperate with City with 
635 respect to any request to audit the cannabis business' books and records for the purpose of verifying 
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636 compliance with this section, including but not limited to a verification of the amount of taxes 
637 required to be paid during any period. 
638 

639 Sec. 5-6.906. - Miscellaneous Operating Requirements. 
640 (a) Hours of Operation. Cannabis businesses operating as retail storefront dispensaries may be 
641 open for access to the public only between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 7:00 P.M. 
642 (b) Other cannabis businesses may operate only during the hours specified in the cannabis 
643 business permits issued by the City. 
644 ( c) Restriction on Consumption. Cannabis shall not be smoked, ingested, used, or otherwise 
645 consumed on the property or premises of a cannabis businesses or elsewhere in the City of 
646 California City, other than within private residences. 
647 (d) No cannabis or cannabis products or graphics depicting cannabis or cannabis products shall 
648 be visible from the exterior of any property issued a cannabis business permit, or on any of the 
649 vehicles owned or used as part of the cannabis business. No outdoor storage of cannabis or 
650 cannabis products is permitted at any time. 
651 ( e) Emergency Contact. Each cannabis business shall provide the City Manager or his/her 
652 designee(s), the City's Chief of Police, and the City's Fire Chief with the name, telephone number 
653 (including mobile number) of one or more on-site employee(s) or owner(s), to whom emergency 
654 notice can be provided at any hour of the day. 
655 (f) Signage and Notices. 
656 (1) In addition to the requirements otherwise set forth in this section, business 
657 identification signage for a cannabis business shall conform to the requirements of the 
658 California City Municipal Code, including, but not limited to, seeking the issuance of a 
659 City sign permit. 
660 (2) No signs placed on the premises of a cannabis business shall obstruct any entrance 
661 or exit to the building or any window. 
662 (3) Each entrance to a cannabis business shall be visibly posted with a clear and legible 
663 notice indicating that smoking, ingesting, or otherwise consuming cannabis on the premises 
664 or in the areas adjacent to the cannabis business is prohibited. 
665 ( 4) Business identification signage shall be limited to that needed for identification only 
666 and shall not contain any logos or information that identifies, advertises, or lists the services 
667 or the products offered. No cannabis business shall advertise by having a person holding a 
668 sign and advertising the business to passersby, whether such person is on the premises of 
669 the cannabis business or elsewhere including, but not limited to, the public right-of-way. 
670 (5) Signage shall not be directly illuminated, internally or externally, except that the 
671 name and address of the business may be illuminated at night. No banners, flags, billboards 
672 or other prohibited signs may be used at any time. 
673 (6) Holders of cannabis dispensary permits agree that, as an express and ongoing 
67 4 condition of permit issuance and subsequent renewal, the holder of the permit shall be 
675 prohibited from advertising any cannabis business located in the City of California City 
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676 

677 

678 

679 

utilizing a billboard (fixed or mobile), bus shelter, placard, aircraft, or other similar forms 
of advertising, anywhere within fifty (50) miles of the City limits. This paragraph is not 
intended to place limitations on the ability of a cannabis business to advertise in other 
legally authorized forms, including on the internet, in magazines, or in other similar ways. 

680 (g) Minors. 
681 (1) Persons under the age of eighteen (18) years shall not be allowed on the premises of 
682 a cannabis business and shall not be allowed to serve as a driver for a mobile delivery 
683 service. It shall be unlawful and a violation of this Chapter for any person to employ any 
684 person at a cannabis business who is not at least eighteen ( 18) years of age. 
685 (2) The entrance to the cannabis business shall be clearly and legibly posted with a notice 
686 that no person under the age of eighteen (18) years of age is permitted to enter upon the 
687 premises of the cannabis business. 
688 (h) Odor Control. Odor control devices and techniques shall be incorporated in all cannabis 
689 businesses to ensure that odors from cannabis are not detectable off-site. Cannabis businesses shall 
690 provide a sufficient odor absorbing ventilation and exhaust system so that odor generated inside 
691 the cannabis business that is distinctive to its operation is not detected outside of the facility, 
692 anywhere on adjacent property or public rights-of-way, on or about the exterior or interior common 
693 area walkways, hallways, breezeways, foyers, lobby areas, or any other areas available for use by 
694 common tenants or the visiting public, or within any other unit located inside the same building as 
695 the cannabis business. As such, cannabis businesses must install and maintain the following 
696 equipment, or any other equipment which the City Manager or his/her designee(s) detennine is a 
697 more effective method or technology: 
698 (1) An exhaust air filtration system with odor control that prevents internal odors from 
699 being emitted externally; 
700 (2) An air system that creates negative air pressure between the cannabis business's 
701 interior and exterior, so that the odors generated inside the cannabis business are not 
702 detectable on the outside of the cannabis business. 
703 (i) Display of Permit and City Business License. The original copy of the cannabis business 
704 permit issued by the City pursuant to this Chapter and the City issued business license shall be 
705 posted inside the cannabis business in a location readily-visible to the public. 
706 (j) Background Check. Pursuant to California Penal Code Sections 11105(b )(11) and 
707 13300(b )(11 ), which authorizes city authorities to access state and local summary criminal history 
708 information for employment, licensing, or certification purposes; and authorizes access to federal 
709 level criminal history information by transmitting fingerprint images and related information to 
710 the Department of Justice to be transmitted to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, every person 
711 listed as an owner, manager, or supervisor of the cannabis business must submit fingerprints and 
712 other information deemed necessary by the City Manager or his/her designee(s) for a background 
713 check. The City Manager shall contract with a qualified third party to conduct the required 
714 background check and report back to the City the results. The City shall not disseminate the 
715 information reported to it as a result of the background check to any private party. Also pursuant 

18 



716 to California Penal Code Sections 11105(b)(l 1) and 13300(b)(l 1), which requires that there be a 
717 requirement or exclusion from employment, licensing, or certification based on specific criminal 
718 conduct on the part of the subject of record, no person shall be issued a permit to operate a cannabis 
719 business or related work permit unless they have first cleared the background check . A fee for the 
720 cost of the background investigation as it deems necessary and appropriate, shall be paid at the 
721 time the application for a cannabis business permit is submitted. If this amount is not sufficient, 
722 the applicant shall provide additional amounts that are necessary and if the applicant is unable to 
723 provide the additional amounts necessary to complete the investigation, the investigation shall 
724 cease and shall not continue until such additional amounts are paid. Upon completion of the 
725 investigation or if the applicant withdraws their application, any fees paid for this process will be 
726 deemed non-refundable. 
727 (k) Loitering. The owner and/or operator of a cannabis business, and the owner of the underlying 
728 parcel, shall prohibit loitering by persons outside the cannabis business, whether the loitering is 
729 occurring immediately outside the business or anywhere else on their property or parcel. 
730 (I) Permits and other Approvals. Prior to the establishment of any cannabis business or the 
731 operation of any such business, the person intending to establish a cannabis business must first 
732 obtain all applicable planning, zoning, building, and other applicable permits from the relevant 
733 governmental agency which may be applicable to the zoning district in which such cannabis 
734 business intends to establish and to operate. 
735 

736 ARTICLE 10. - ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR DISPENSARIES 
737 Sec. 5-6.1001. - Operating Requirements. 
738 (a) Owners and Operators are required to verify the age and the necessary documentation of 
739 each customer to ensure the customer is not under the age of eighteen (18) years. 
740 (d) Dispensaries may have on-site, in the retail sales area of the dispensary, only that quantity 
741 of cannabis and cannabis products reasonably anticipated to meet the daily demand readily 
742 available for sale. 
743 (e) At no time shall cannabis or cannabis products be donated or given away, unless it is for a 
7 44 valid purpose and pursuant to a program authorized in writing in advance by the City. 
745 (f) All restroom facilities shall remain locked and under the control of management. 
746 

747 ARTICLE 11. - ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CULTIVATION FACILITIES 
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748 Sec. 5-6.1101. - Operating Requirements. 
749 (a) Outdoor Cultivation Prohibited. The cultivation of all cannabis must occur indoors, and only 
750 in a facility holding a valid cannabis business permit from the City under this Chapter. All outdoor 
751 cultivation is prohibited. 
752 The above restriction against outdoor cultivation specifically includes, but is not limited to, a 
753 prohibition on the outdoor cultivation of any plants which an individual may be growing for his/her 
754 personal use, if the growth of plants for personal use is authorized under State law. 
755 (b) In no case shall cannabis plants be visible from a public or private road, sidewalk, park or 
756 any common public viewing area. 
757 ( c) Cannabis cultivation shall be conducted in accordance with state and local laws related to 
758 land conversion, grading, electricity, water usage, water quality, woodland and riparian habitat 
759 protection, agricultural discharges, and similar matters. 
760 ( d) Pesticides and fertilizers shall be properly labeled and stored to avoid contamination through 
761 erosion, leakage or inadvertent damage from pests, rodents or other wildlife. 
762 (e) The cultivation of cannabis shall at all times be operated in such a way as to ensure the 
763 health, safety, and welfare of the public, the employees working at the cannabis business, visitors 
764 to the area, neighboring properties, and the end users of the cannabis being cultivated, to protect 
765 the environment from harm to streams, fish, and wildlife; to ensure the security of the cannabis 
766 being cultivated; and to safeguard against the diversion of cannabis. 
767 (f) All applicants for a cannabis cultivation permit shall submit the following in addition to the 
768 information generally otherwise required for a cannabis business: 
769 (1) A cultivation and operations plan that meets or exceeds minimum legal standards for 
770 water usage, conservation and use; drainage, runoff, and erosion control; watershed and 
771 habitat protection; and proper storage of fertilizers, pesticides, and other regulated products 
772 to be used on the parcel, and a description of the cultivation activities (indoor, mixed-light) 
773 and schedule of activities during each month of growing and harvesting, or explanation of 
774 growth cycles and anticipated harvesting schedules for all-season harvesting (indoor, 
775 mixed-light). 
776 (2) A description of a legal water source, irrigation plan, and projected water use. 
777 (3) Identification of the source of electrical power and plan for compliance with 
778 applicable Building Codes and related codes. 
779 ( 4) Plan for addressing odor and other public nuisances which may derive from the 
780 cultivation site. 
781 
782 ARTICLE 12. - ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR DELIVERY DISPENSING SERVICES 
783 Sec. 5-6.1201. - Permitted; Association with Dispensaries. 
784 Mobile delivery of cannabis from dispensaries shall be permitted pursuant to this Chapter. 
785 Delivery of cannabis from a dispensary permitted pursuant to this Chapter can only be made in a 
786 city or county that does not expressly prohibit it by ordinance. 
787 
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788 ARTICLE 13. - ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MANUFACTURED CANNABIS 
789 Sec. 5-6.1301. - Cannabis Manufacturing: Edibles and Other Cannabis Products; Sale or 
790 Distribution of Edible and Other Cannabis Products. 
791 The manufacturing of food or other products infused with or which otherwise contain cannabis 
792 may be manufactured within the appropriate manufacturing zoning districts as described in Title 
793 9, Chapter 2, Article 29, subject to the regulations set forth in this Chapter, and subject to whatever 
794 additional regulations may be promulgated hereunder by an ordinance or resolution of the City 
795 Council. 
796 

797 Sec. 5-6.1302. - Packaging and Labeling. 
798 (a) Before a cannabis manufacturer delivers any edible cannabis or edible cannabis product to a 
799 dispensary, the same shall be labeled and placed in tamper-evident packaging which at least meets 
800 the requirements of California Business and Professions Code Section 1934 7, as the same may be 
801 amended from time-to-time or superseded or replaced by subsequent State legislation or by any 
802 department or division of the State of California. 
803 (b) All items to be sold or distributed shall be individually wrapped at the original point of 
804 preparation by the business permitted as a cannabis manufacturer. 
805 ( c) Labeling must include a warning if nuts or other known allergens are used and must include 
806 the total weight (in ounces or grams) of cannabis in the package. 
807 ( d) A warning that the item is a medication and not a food must be clearly legible on the front 
808 of the package. 
809 ( e) The package must have a label warning that the product is to be kept away from children. 
810 (f) The label must also state that the product contains cannabis and must specify the date of 
811 manufacture. 

812 (g) Any edible cannabis product that is made to resemble a typical food product must be in a 
813 properly labeled opaque (non-see-through) package before it leaves the cannabis manufacturing 
814 business. 
815 (h) Deliveries must be in a properly labeled opaque package when delivered. 
816 (i) The City Council may impose additional packaging and labeling requirements on cannabis 
817 or cannabis products by resolution, as permitted by law. 
818 

819 ARTICLE 14. - APPLICATION OF CHAPTER; OTHER LEGAL DUTIES 
820 Sec. 5-6.1401. - Promulgation of Regulations and Standards. 
821 (a) In addition to any regulations adopted by the City Council, the City Manager or his/her 
822 designee is authorized to establish any additional rules, regulations and standards governing the 
823 issuance, denial or renewal of cannabis business permits, the ongoing operation of cannabis 
824 businesses and the City's oversight, or concerning any other subject determined to be necessary to 
825 carry out the purposes of this Chapter, provided such regulations are approved by the City Council 
826 before they are implemented. 
827 (b) Regulations shall be published on the City's website. 
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828 ( c) Regulations promulgated by the City Manager shall become effective upon date of 
829 publication. Cannabis businesses shall be required to comply with all state and local laws and 
830 regulations, including but not limited to any rules, regulations or standards adopted by the City 
831 Manager or his designee. 
832 

833 Sec. 5-6.1402. - Community Relations. 
834 (a) Each cannabis business shall provide the name, telephone number, and email address of a 
835 community relations contact to whom notice of problems associated with the cannabis business 
836 can be provided. Each cannabis business shall also provide the above information to all businesses 
837 and residences located within two hundred (200) feet of the cannabis business and shall provide 
838 opportunity for those businesses and residents within two hundred (200) feet to visit and to tour 
839 the cannabis business at least once on a mutually convenient date and time. Any additional request 
840 shall be at the sole discretion of the cannabis business operator. 
841 (b) During the first year of actual operation of a cannabis business pursuant to this Chapter, the 
842 owner, manager, and community relations representative from each cannabis business holding a 
843 permit issued pursuant to this Chapter shall attend a quarterly meeting with the City Manager or 
844 his/her designee(s) to discuss costs, benefits, and other community issues arising as a result of 
845 implementation of this Chapter. After the first year of operation, the owner, manager, and 
846 community relations representative from each such cannabis business shall meet with the City 
847 Manager or his/her designee(s) when and as requested by the City Manager or his/her designee(s). 
848 

849 Sec. 5-6.1403. - Fees Deemed Debt to City of California City. 
850 The amount of any fee, cost or charge imposed pursuant to this Chapter shall be deemed a debt to 
851 the City of California City that is recoverable via an authorized administrative process as set forth 
852 in the Municipal Code, or in any court of competent jurisdiction. 
853 

854 Sec. 5-6.1404. - Permit Holder Responsible for Violations. 
855 The person to whom a permit is issued pursuant to this Chapter shall be responsible for all 
856 violations of the laws of the State of California or of the regulations and/or the ordinances of the 
857 City of California City, whether committed by the permittee or any employee or agent of the 
858 permittee, which violations occur in or about the premises of the cannabis business whether or not 
859 said violations occur within the permit holder's presence. 
860 
861 Sec. 5-6.1405. - Inspection and Enforcement. 
862 (a) The City's Police Department, Fire Department, Code Enforcement and Building 
863 Department, and Finance Department are charged with enforcing the provisions of the California 
864 City Municipal Code, or any provision thereof, may enter the location of a cannabis business at 
865 any time during the hours of operation without notice, and inspect the location of any cannabis 
866 business as well as any recordings and records required to be maintained pursuant to this Chapter 
867 or under applicable provisions of State law. 
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868 (b) It is unlawful for any person having responsibility over the operation of a cannabis business, 
869 to impede, obstruct, interfere with, or otherwise not to allow, the City to conduct an inspection, 
870 review or copy records, recordings or other documents required to be maintained by a cannabis 
871 business under this Chapter or under state or local law. It is also unlawful for a person to conceal, 
872 destroy, deface, damage, or falsify any records, recordings or other documents required to be 
873 maintained by a cannabis business under this Chapter or under State or local law. 
874 Sec. 5-6.1406. - Concurrent Regulation with State. 

875 It is the stated intent of this Chapter to regulate cannabis activity in the City of California City 
876 concurrently with the State of California. 
877 

878 ARTICLE 15. - VIOLATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT 
879 Sec. 5-6.1501. - Violations declared a public nuisance. 
880 Each and every violation of the provisions of this Chapter is hereby deemed unlawful and a public 
881 nmsance. 
882 

883 Sec. 5-6.1502. - Each Violation a Separate Offense. 
884 Each and every violation of this Chapter shall constitute a separate violation and shall be subject 
885 to all remedies and enforcement measures authorized by the California City Municipal Code. 
886 Additionally, as a nuisance per se, any violation of this Chapter shall be subject to injunctive relief, 
887 any permit issued pursuant to this Chapter being deemed null and void, disgorgement and payment 
888 to the City of any monies unlawfully obtained, costs of abatement, costs of investigation, attorney 
889 fees, and any other relief or remedy available at law or in equity. The City of California City may 
890 also pursue any and all remedies and actions available and applicable under State and local laws 
891 for any violations committed by the cannabis business or persons related to, or associated with, 
892 the cannabis activity. Additionally, when there is determined to be an imminent threat to public 
893 health, safety or welfare, the City Manager, his/her designee, or the Chief of Police, may take 
894 immediate action to temporarily suspend a cannabis business permit issued by the City, pending a 
895 hearing before the City Council. 
896 

897 Sec. 5-6.1503. - Criminal Penalties. 
898 Each and every violation of the provisions of this Chapter may be prosecuted as a misdemeanor 
899 and upon conviction be subject to a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or 
900 imprisonment in the county jail for a period of not more than twelve (12) months, or by both such 
901 fine and imprisonment. Each day a violation is committed or permitted to continue shall constitute 
902 a separate offense. 
903 

904 Sec. 5-6.1504. - Remedies Cumulative and Not Exclusive. 
905 The remedies provided herein are not to be construed as exclusive remedies. The City is authorized 
906 to pursue any proceedings or remedies provided by law. 
907 
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908 SECTION 3. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance 
909 is for any reason held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect 
910 the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The City Council declares that it would 
911 have passed this Ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase thereof, 
912 irrespective of the fact that one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases be 
913 declared invalid. 
914 

915 SECTION 4. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect commencing thirty 
916 (30) days after its final adoption and a summary hereof shall be published once within fifteen ( 15) 
917 days in the Mojave Desert News, a newspaper of general circulation printed and published in the 
918 County of Kem and circulated in the City of California City and hereby designated for that purpose 
919 by the City Council. 
920 

921 This Ordinance was introduced and read by title only on the_ day of August 2018 and was 
922 passed and adopted on this the __ day of __ , 2018, by the following vote: 

923 

924 

925 

926 AYES: 
927 NOES: 
928 ABSENT: 
929 

930 

931 Jennifer Wood, Mayor 

932 

933 ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM 
934 

935 

936 Denise Hilliker, City Clerk Christian Bettenhausen, City Attorney 

937 

938 

939 

940 

941 

942 STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
943 COUNTY OF KERN )ss. 
944 CITY OF CALIFORNIA CITY ) 

945 

946 
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947 I, Denise Hilliker, City Clerk of California City, do hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance 
948 was introduced on the __ day of August, 2018, and was regularly adopted at a meeting thereof 
949 on the __ day of ___ , 2018 and was published/posted pursuant to law. 
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CITY COUNCIL 
August 14, 2018 

TO: Mayor and Council 

FROM: Police Chief Hurtado 

SUBJECT: Hiring Part-Time annuitants to fulfill Department needs 18-4212-120 

BACKGROUND 
The City California City Police Department once had 22 Sworn Full-Time officers on the 
Police Force. Over the past 2 years, it has been difficult to attract Lateral Police Officers 
to join our Police Force. We are currently at 10 Full-Time sworn officers to cover 24/7 
shifts plus investigate serious crimes that has struck our community. 
There are times when assigned Detectives and administration cannot work the special 
assignments due to them being tasked with everyday patrol calls. The lack of sufficient 
staffing has increased response times and it will take several years to restore the Police 
Force to full staffing. 
Major crimes will continue to be committed in our community as the criminal elements 
may use this time of the staffing shortage to their advantage. A quick alternate to this 
staffing problem would be to seek out veteran officers who have recently retired and would 
be willing to perform some of these specialized investigations on a part-time/on-call basis. 
There are several important cases in California City that would be ideal cases to 
investigate by experienced officers that may have over 20 years of law enforcement 
background. 
The Detective's unit had three personnel assigned to perform a variety of criminal 
investigations. The (3) Full Time Equivalents (FTE's) would be filled as needed by part 
time Detectives using the (2) Part-Time= (1) FTE ratio. 
The areas of expertise that we would fill include: Major Crimes, homicide, sex crimes, 
white collar crimes. 

RECOMMENDATION 
Allow the creation of part-time Extra Help positions in specialized areas of the Police 
Department. 

FISCAL IMPACT 
Savings of approximate $25,000 per FTE with savings in Benefits and Overtime. 
These Extra Help positions would be included in line item 18-4212-120 "Temporary/Part 
Time". 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT None 

CB 4. 





CITY COUNCIL 

August 14, 2018 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Robert Stockwell, City Manager 

SUBJECT: Golf Cart Lease 

BACKGROUND 
As discussed in the last Council meeting the lease for 40 2017 EZ-GO Golf Carts 
entered into by Bob Dacey for the Tierra Del Sol Golf Course can be assumed by the 
City under the same terms and conditions. The total annual cost of the lease would be 
$40,256.00 and the total cost of the remaining 36 months of the lease will be 
$120,768.00. 

We have determined that the carts are in good condition and that the remaining 3 years 
of the original 4-year warranty is fully transferrable and covers all critical elements of the 
carts for 3 years. Given the immediate availability of the carts, their good condition, and 
the ability to simply assume the remaining payment staff recommends that the City 
Manager be authorized to execute all the necessary documents to affect the 
assumption of the lease subject to review by the City Attorney for form and legality of 
the transaction. 

RECOMMENDATION 
Authorize the City Manager to execute all necessary documents to affect the 
assumption of the golf cart lease subject to review and approval of the form and legality 
of the transaction. 

FISCAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
Annual cost $40,256.00 total cost over 3 years $120,768. 

1 
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